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Swami Vivekananda®
“The Warrior Saint of India”

TuroucHOUT history, we see how the spiritual impulses and forces of life
have been periodically submerged. We call these periods “Dark Ages”.
Sometimes we wonder why such arid epochs intervene in the history of man.
If there is one lesson which history can teach us, it is that man is a pilgrim
along the path of evolution. It is his destiny to strive, struggle, and some-
times even fail and be vanquished. A great writer and philosopher, Prof.
Toynbee, speaks of the phenomenon of ¢‘Challenge and Response” in human
affairs. Man struggles, creates cultures and civilisations and fills the world
with his achievements. But a moment comes when all this achievement is
destroyed, when the creative impulses of life dry up. Such periods of darkness
are frequent in history. But it does not mean that the struggle towards
perfection stops. Even when the *‘earth’s shadows” have completely darkened
the world, “Heaven’s light” has still persisted, perhaps dim and feeble, but
never utterly put out. Somehow in the midst of darkness, light has always
persisted. Man is a spiritual being. = He comes from God. His hunger for
God-realisation, for a perfect life on earth, has been insatiable. = Somewhere
in the hearts of a few individuals, the light has burned, awaiting the God-
‘given moment when it shall blaze forth into divine splendour. In the worst
periods of world’s history, some men have kept alive this hunger for God.

It was during one such period of spiritual langour—the latter half of
the 19th century —that our country gave birth to Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
and his great disciple, Swami Vivekananda. @ Ramakrishna provided the
inspiration. He was the perennial source of true God-realisation. It is
difficult to explain in terms of logic how these things happen—a great
personality coming miraculously into the closest communion with the Absolute
and seeing “into the life of things”. It is a miracle of the human spirit—a
miracle which takes place when the human being throws himself uncondi-
tionally and unreservedly on the grace of God. We may in our scepticism
question such miracles; but these miracles happen, in a more or less direct

* Text of the address delivered by the Prmclpal on Swami vaekananda Day Celebration at
Sri Ramakrishna Asrama, Mangalore: 2—1—'54.
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Swami Vivekananda

manner, in thousands of human lives in every age and country. Ramakrishna
was one such personality. Unlearned and unschooled, this man was granted
the vision of the Absolute. He saw the Divine principle that rules the
universe as clearly as we see the material phenomena around us. Such
illumination and spiritual discoveries as we see in the life of Ramakrishna
happen only in the case of a few chosen personalities in human history.
They are ‘the salt of the earth” as the Bible describes them—without
whose sojourn on this earth, human life would have been just a tale
“told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing”. When
Vivekananda came to him, drawn to him by some invisible but irresistible
force, and asked him if he had seen God, Ramakrishna was able to answer
him in words that ring with the power of truth and authentic realisation.
Ramakrishna’s life and his téaching opened up a new vista of spiritual life.
A new force was released. The Paramahamsa was the centre and the source
of this. It énveloped and transformed the lives of his disciples. He revealed
to them what they had so long sought—the effulgence and reality of God.
Fortunate were these pioneering samyasis who gathered round him and
“bathed” in the pure and clear stream of the Divine that flowed incessantly
from their Master. = Ramakrishna taught them not mere doctrines or
ceremonies, but something more vital, He communicated to them a hunger
for God, and infused into them the ancient truths of the Vedanta. To him
those truths were not mere affirmations found in books. They had been tested
by living them, by intimate personal experience and fapas. Ramakrishnasaw
God everywhere. He saw the world as the playground of the Supreme. He
preached and practised absolute surrender to God, in the words of the Lord’s
exhortation in the Gita: agemimfeasa wiw s aw |  Ramakrishna saw that
all men, even sinners, were His children. What love, compassion and
tolerance did he show! Ramakrishna’s message was the message of the Vedas
and the Upanishads. It was not a new religion; but a new, vital, and creative
interpretation of those basic truths found in the Upanishads, in the Vedanta.
He recognised no barrier between man and man, between religion and religion,
creed and creed. This universal tolerance is one of the finest and proudest of
our religious traditions. We Hindus have not surrendered it, not even when

—_— 2 -



Swami Vivekananda

aggressive forces tried to undermine and destroy it. God is not the monopoly
of any particular religion or person. Each spiritual leader saw the Absolute
in terms of his own experience and conditions of life amidst which he lived.
The Vedanta is never tired of emphasising that life is a continuous striving
after perfection. FEach religion prescribes its own beliefs and way of life.
Indeed in the House of God there are many *““mansions”. This grand tolerance
and breadth of outlook is the supreme thing about the Vedanta. In the
words of the Gita:

¥ AT A TIIA AEAT HATFIEH
A FERiTEA AT qrt! aEEn
“Whatever be the form in which men worship Me, I appear to them
in that form”. In the words of Robert Browning:

All service ranks the same with God,
With God whose puppets, best and worst are we,
There is no last nor first.

Today the world is confronted with the big task of establishing world-
peace. We speak of democracy and the ideal of “One world” incessantly.
Mankind is weary of violence and hate. Old notions, beliefs, and creeds are
crumbling to pieces before our very eyes. We are between “two worlds”—
one dying and the other not yet born. We strive for peace when our own
lives are at cross-purposes. We do not have peace within us. How can we
spread peace around us when we ourselves are like the men whom a great
English poet describes, Matthew Arnold, in his great poem The Scholar Gipsy?

Who fluctuate idly without term or scope
Of whom each strives, nor knows for what he strives,
And each half lives a hundred different lives?

“Sick fatigue” and “languid doubt” assail us from every side. We have lost
our spiritual moorings, and masses of men have given their allegiance to some
creed or other which they have invented as an escape from this “sick fatigue”
and “languid doubt”. Instead of putting forth efforts to unite mankind, we
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Swami Vivekananda

invent philosophies which still further divide the already divided humanity.
An arid philosophy of history, that we are all victims of some stupendous
forces which we cannot control, seems to do service for that faith in God’s
infinite benevolence which humanity seems to have lost or is rapidly losing.
Like Arjuna in the Gita we seem to be suffering from spiritual fatigue or
“hridaya dourbalya”. Instead of thinking and acting like God’s children, we
lead undirected and uninspired lives. No wonder the world is in a bad way.

To my mind Swami Vivekananda’s uniqueness as a prophet and teacher
lies in the fact that he himself was fearless and preached and practised the
gospel of fearlessness. He could do that because like a true Vedantin, he knew
that life was not something to be afraid of. Again and again, he asked us to
be fearless, to shake off weakness and doubt, even as Lord Krishna asked
Arjuna to do. His message rings with hope and courage. It is a trumpet-
call to men to regard themselves as soldiers of God, He distilled for us the
clearest essence of the Upanishads. The whole of the Upanishadic teaching
is a clarion-call to men to think fearlessly and act fearlessly with faith in God.
The Universe is God’s and we are His childten. In a world which is God’s
““footstool” there is no cause for fatigue, doubt or despair. Annie Besant called
Vivekananda “the Warrior Saint of India”. He was indeed a soldier of God —
fighting relentlessly the cause of God. <“Man-making” was his mission. But
in thus making men fearless, he also taught them to understand God and to
put their trust whole-heartedly in Him. God iseverywhere & @frad sqt. We
are all portions of that glory who is God: awawfa.

Vivekananda’s message, therefore, is one of hope. sfassa: soa: sreraTrtaat
wa: He was not satisfied with a religion which merely utters the name of God
and does nothing. He shook us from the depths of inertia into which we had
fallen. He asked us not merely to be juanis and bhaktas, but also Karma-
yogis, for we live in a world of action and reaction. He told us that man is
not subject to the slavery of forces which he cannot control; but that he is
“Master of his fate” and *“Captain of his soul”. Tatvamasi, he declared again
and again. He called us “children of light’’. He electrified three continents
by his dynamic message, the message of the Vedanta. He synthesised all
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Swami Vivekananda

that is best in the religions of the world, There lies the universality of his
message. To India his was a trumpet-call to action—right action, action
directed to man-making, the making of heroes, to regenerate this country and
to lift it up by the inspiration of all that is best in our religion and culture.
He founded institutions and trained a band of sauyasis, missionaries whose
life was to be dedicated to the service of the poor, not in a spirit of patronis-
ing, but in love and utter humility. He established the reign of universal

love and compassion and made men realise their essential divinity and therefore
their essential humanity.

Today, two forces are at work in this world. One is science, with its
wonderful discoveries and inventions. - But mere knowledge of the physical
phenomena alone cannot lead us to bappiness. We all realise this tragic and
frightful truth every day of our lives. The shadow of an atomic war is hover-
ing over the world; men are filled with hatred and suspicion. The other force is
Democracy. With all the urgent realisation of a necessity for world-peace which
mankind feels today, we have not been able to put our affairs on the basis of
love, justice and humanity. Our democracy is still a word—a word that is
prostituted increasingly by individuals and nations. In a world torn by
dissension and strife, in a world over which the darkening shadow of calamity
is incessantly brooding, in a world where the true knowledge of God is
receding from the minds and hearts of men, Vivekananda’s message is
urgently needed. We are bewildered by the ideologies of the world. We do
not know which God is to be worshipped: ## Zaw gfasr faan? We are asking
‘the question which our seers asked at the dawn of history. We are trying to
build up a commonwealth of nations, forgetting that no kingdom that is built
on mere knowledge and ideologies, however high-sounding, can last, unless
at its basis there is the recognition that the world is God’s mansion and all
men are His children. A house built on sand cannot last, said another great
teacher who bore the sorrows of the world on his shoulders and gave up his
life for mankind’s salvation. We cannot have real democracy unless we
recognise the sanctity and dignity of the human spirit and act accordingly.
Men are not mere tools which an inscrutable power uses for some purpose of
which we know very little. In each one of us, there is a spark of the undying
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Swami Vivekananda

fire which is God. Once men realise this, how easy it is to reshape the world
into that pattern of democracy for which the world is yearning today? Our
petty quarrels, suspicions, malice, jealousies -- what are they before the:
stupendous destiny which God has reserved for man? The challenge is there.
How are we going to meet that challenge? Vivekananda showed us how we
may meet the challenge, not by running away from God, as the human spirit
runs away from God in Thompson’s magnificent poem The Hound of Heaven
—but facing the Divine Being with purity, courage, unselfishness and humility
and by surrendering ourselves to His divine grace. It is not by rejecting the
Divine, but accepting Him as our Father, Mother and Friend, that we attain
our purushartha. s sacanfa 1 In one of Browning’s most inspiring
poems, the poet asks man to offer to God his highest, to fill the cup of life
with the sweetest and best wine and offer it to the lips of the Maker. Viveka-
nanda wants man to know himself, to realise his own divine nature and act
spontaneously and fearlessly, whatever difficulties might beset him, To
understand this message is to be without fear. There is nothing in Viveka-
nanda’s life and teaching to depress or to enfeeble us. He rouses us to a
sense of what we are, to a recognition of our infinite potentialities. On this
day, when we are remembering him, we can do no better than to try to make
our little lives creative and purposeful —strengthened by faith in God and
uplifted by our own consciousness that we are not just small specks of dust

whirled about in a dust-storm in the vast spaces of the universe, but gods or,
at least, gods in the making.
)

We need in this country such a dynamic faith today. Inheritors as we
are of the deep truths of the Vedanta, it depresses any thinking man to see the
pettiness which is all around us. How we quarrel, suspect each other, divide
and isloate ourselves! 'We mouth grandiloquent phrases and yet harp on our
divisions *“with insatiable vivacity” as Dr. Radhakrishnan said the other day at
Coimbatore. We do so because we fear our neighbour. We find no peace,
because there is no peace within us. We are disunited and broken up. We
widen the fissures which are already there, instead of like soldiers girding
up our lions to rebuild our nation which has emerged into freedom from a
long sleep of slavery and foreign domination. We find excuses for our
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Swami Vivekananda

pettiness, and cover up our smallnesses with big phrases and ideals. We,
who are the descendants of those clear-sighted and courageous seers of the
Vedas and the Upanishads, those great ancestors who probed into the very
mystery of life and death and faced the problems of this existence and the
heareafter with a vision for which there is no parallel, we who have the rich
store of spiritual experience, authentic vision of the Supreme at our disposal,
are seeking today to undo that heritage by imitating the transitory excitements
of an alien way of life. It is to us, more than to the western people, that
Vivekananda uttered his clarion-call ““Awake, Arise”. Let us not in these
crucial times, when we are engaged in the undoubtedly difficult task of
recreating our nation into a new pattern of life and action, reject this message,
Vivekananda’s message. Let us realise this “purushartha”, this knowledge
of the Brahman. In the solemn words of the Veda:—

Atg s fagai A |1 a@ fewda
afrowmeg; sfasTmeE |

H. Sunder Rao, M. A,




Truth in History

THE proper study of mankind is man. ““Man is the only object of historical
science’” said Hernheim. Nothing is more enthralling than the unravelling of
human thought in all its varied and infinite aspects. Physical Science, Phile-
sophy, History are all engaged in the pursuit of the mysteries of the human
mind and its attempts to apprehend and interpret the profound depths of the
Known and the Knower. How far History can discharge the function of the
interpretation of the mind of man against the background of this mysterious
universe, is the subject of this brief essay.

“History maketh men wise” said Bacon; and to Valery, “History is the
most dangerous product ever concocted by the chemistry of the intellect., It
causes dreams, inebriates the nations, saddles them with false memories, keeps
their old sores running, and induces in them megalomania. It makes them
bitter, arrogant, unbearable and full of vanity”. Truth must be found between
these two extremes.

The term *History” may mean either the record of events or the events
themselves. Originally, limited to enquiry and statement, its meaning has
been extended to-day to denote the events themselves which form the subject of
History. History is concerned with the events and their proper interpretation,

The subject matter of History is not the physical world; and its sole
interest has been the protean nuances of the human intellect. History tries
to unravel for us what men said and did in the living past. The intricate
workings of the human intellect are baffling the best minds in their task of
interpretation. A millionaire’s donation for public purposes may be motivated
by simple love of humanity, or vanity, or to cheat his future heirs or to escape-
heavy taxation. When it is almost impossible to arrive at a correct under-
standing of this single act, how could we properly apprehend the forces behind
the public events? We accept merely the most obvious and superficial of the
causes as the true cause. Again take the case of Pakistan. Patently, it was
created as a safe home for the Moslems of India, free from the nightmare of
Hindu domination. But a shrewd observer has noted that the wounded vanity
of Jinnah was mainly responsible for the creation of Pakistan. Ifthe Congress
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Truth in History

Ministries in 1937. had taken care to placate his vanity in the formation of
the Provineial Governments in 1937, perhaps he would have been mollified
and would not have insisted upon a “moth-eaten and truncated Pakistan”.
Take another case of the American War of Independance. English taxation
was no doubt one of the contributory causes. But many are not aware that
Benjamin Franklin played the role of Jinnah in U. S. A. He was once
insulted by the British Foreign Minister as a coward—‘a man of ermine’; and
he vowed that he would prove his courage by kicking England out of America.
He went home and inflamed the Americans against England; and then they felt
that they were oppressed by England.

Again the events themselves are ever subject to change, The whole
world is ever in a flux, All things are subject to change if not to decay. Some
time may intervene between the apprehension of an object and the record of
that idea. So, a proper, correct interpretation of the fact is the most difficult
and elusive task for a historian. It is no wonder that History appears diffe-
rently to different people. To Freeman and Seely, ‘History is past politics’
and to Karl Marx, it was merely the story of the classes struggling for economic
self-sufficiency. Hegel found in History divine guidance and purpose to B.
Croce, it was but the story of human freedom; and to Rousseau it was but a
bundle of agreed lies; and to Voltaire it was a record of crimes and misfortunes
of mankind; but to Carlyle, History was a philosophy teaching by concrete
examples.

History depends for its narration on the observed, contemporary records
or later tradition, a memory of the event. A contemporary account is generally
accepted as more authentic, than a later report of the same event. Now the
primary task of the historian is to find out the premse amount of truth
contained in the report of that eye-witness.

It is a well-known fact that one’s personal apprehension of an external
event is conditioned by his intellectual equipment. The same event may
appear differently to different people, according to their own prejudices, idols
of the cave, idols of the tribe, and other types of idols, or means of under-
standing. Akbar the Great was a Philosopher Kingto Lawrence Binyon, and

— 9



Truth in History

a crafty, ambitious despot to V. A. Smith. The Indian Mutiny of 1857 appeared
to the English contemporaries like Lord Roberts and the Times’ reporter
Russell as the work of the disinherited Muslim rulers. But to the editors of
the Cambridge History of India, the Mutiny was caused by the wily and
ambitious Brahmins and the Muslims were the innocent sheep. For a proper
appraisal of the core of truth all the different versions must be taken into
account, in the interests of historic veracity.

The State papers issued by the different Governments at several
intervals of time form the staple basis of our historical studies. The impri-
matur of the Government gives these documents an air of unquestionable
authenticity. Regarding the value of such State papers, Freeman enters a
strong caveat against accepting them at their face value. Says he, ““In the
case of State papers and blue books, we are in the very chosen region of lies”,

Further comment on this is unnecessary. Contemporary testimonies are often
contradictory and awkward.

A later record of an event, a tradition handed down by several
generations, is more likely to contain an exaggerated account of the
true facts or an attenuated version of the exact happenings. Hence, truth is
more difficult to get at here than even in a contemporary narrative. Grant
Duff, the historian of the Marathas narrates his difficulties in going through

“the gossiping Bhakars (Marathi sources) and gasconading Tawariks
(Persian sources)”.

The interpretation of the relics of the archaeological efforts is most
elusive, vague, undependable and unpredictable. A piece of bone, a shred of
pottery, a chip of wood, or a broken chalice is expected to throw a flood of
light on the dark arcana of the ancient past. Bulky tomes may be written
based on these shreds of evidence, till one day they will all be blown up into
the thin air. A dumb founded world may wake up to an announcement by ex-
perts that those relics were after all put up things, faked up evidences, as inthe
recent case of the Pilt-down man or even of the Java Pithecanthropos. Again
take the inscriptions of the Indian kings. Their military achievements are
indeed. pure hyperboles. A Kannadiga may take pride from them that their
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Chalukyan Kings ‘““hammered” soundly the Te&ﬁﬁé Eholas. A South Indian
would boast as well, that the Kannadigas were never a match for their heroic
Tamil kings. Our Puranas suffer from the same defect. No doubts they are
fragments of true history embedded in a mass of imaginative tradtions and
myths. It is the task of the historian of India to pick up the few grains of
truth from the bushels of myth and memory contained in them.

Again there is further difficulty. After a long, laborious search you
arrive at the truth. Yet the facts are insufficient for a connected narrative.
You see only the tall mountain peaks— the prominent facts of history leaving
out many minor valleys of facts. It is the task of the historian to fill up
those minor gaps, connect the main events so as to give them a narrative form.
Here he fills up the blanks of history by his “scientific imagination”, This
is again a dangerous task when imagination comes into play.

Thus, we admit that ultimate truth is very difficult to arrive at in
History and truth of history is always subject to be exploded by new dis-
coveries. So shall we despair of ever reaching our goal in history?

For a true scholar, the final result is less important than the search for
it. The thrill of historic research lies in its adventure after the facts of life,
lived long ago. In history the attempt, the process, is everything, and the goal
is secondary. A stout heart is always in search of the unknown; and what can
give man greater thrill of pleasure than the search for truth? Indeed truth is
stranger than fiction and the final conclusion in history is always provisional.

“History has a great virtue of appeasement. I do not entertain the
flattering thought that my solutions are definitive. History, like every disci-
pline recorrects ceaselessly, and every scholar ought to have before him the
fine motto of Fustel de Coulanges, guaero, I am seeking”. De La Tour.

(Renier’s History P. 262).

V. Raghavendra Rao, M. A., B. T.



Kalidasa’s Heroes®

SOME of the well known modern admirers of Kalidasa express their partiality
for Kalidasa’s women and find something or the other wanting in his men. It
is because they ignore certain fundamental rules of literary criticism and also

for the reason that their attitude to life has an ill conceived philosophical
background.

Dusyanta and Sakuntala, the Gandharva lovers of Kalidasa, are some-
time taken for the romantic type of lovers that we find in Western literature.
Dusyanta is a romantic lover in a limited sense of the word. Kalidasa clearly
describes him asa Rajarsi; a man of estabished reputation ruling benevolently
over a large part of India. He is therefore a ready-made character even while
he enters into the penance grove of Kanva for the first time; and he is noble,
discreet and mature in his experiences not only as a king but as a lover.
His characters do not grow under our eyes as that of Sakuntala whose life is
depicted in the drama, from her very girlhood when she is innocent of conjugal

love. In the light of these facts it is unwarranted for any ecritic to interpret
the stanza:

Emd AuioEaA arnRamiieiy ¥ W

Tl fg WY QW AR OO
uttered by Dusyanta as expressing his youthful vanity, impudence and
lustiness or arrogance and superciliousness. The fact that he gets all the
necessary information about Sakuntala’s birth, caste and condition before he
finally fixes up his heart on Sakuntala is an incontrovertible evidence against

such a conclusion, The stanza expresses, if rightly, interpreted, the self-
confidence of a sincere and honest follower of Dharma.

It is said that the heroes of Kalidasa’s dramas do not give visual
evidence of their heroism on the stage. This criticism disregards the drama-
turgic propriety of the Indian stage which prohibits the actual representation
of bloody fight on the stage, which may border on Bibkatsa which is not a
Mitrarasa to Sringara (Ed: also the Greek stage does it). In all the three
dramas of Kalidasa, he gives an account of the heroism of his heroes through

* Gist of speech delivered in Kannada on the Kalidasa Day.
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Kalidasa’s Heroes

the mouth of other characters, which is sufficient for the spectators to believe
that they are real heroes of matchless strength and bravery.

The supposed big disparity existing between the age of Agnimitra and
that of Malavika has been made much of by some critics. No doubt Indian
society has undergone a lot of change in its customs, manners and outlook
since the time of Agnimitra or Kalidasa; but it is also true that it retains some
of its old practices and old ways of looking at life. The husband is older
than the wife even to-day and considerable disparity in age between them can
be seen everywhere from the Cape to the Himalayas. An honest reader of
Malavikagnimitra never feels that the pair Agnimitra and Malavika—is
despairingly comparable to that of Dasaratha and Kaikeye —as he finds them
in the Ramayana of Valmiki. It is therefore unjust on the part of a critic to
underestimate the skill of Kalidasa and misinterpret his sense of propriety in
bringing together Agnimitra and Malavika as lovers of a happy type. When
psychology is yet in its infant stage of development, it is unpardonable on
the part of a so-called modern critic to assume that there cannot be any happy
and normal matrimonial life between a somewhat elderly male and a youth-
ful female. Great poets and dramatists are always superior to everybody else
in their knowledge of the psychology of their fellow-beings. One must, there-
fore, be very guarded when one goes to study the characters and situations
delineated by world poets like Kalidasa or Shakespeare.

Dusyanta, Dilipa, Raghu, Shiva and such other heroes of Kalidasa's
dramas and epics belong to the class of Dhirodattas. They are ideal and
typical characters rather than real and unique ones. This is a unique feature
of the Indian Classical taste. India, again, holds a Mahakavi with greater
regard than a Natakakara. So Indian traditional critics pay greater homage
to Kalidasa, the poet of the two great epics than to him as the author of the
three dramas. There is only one comparable instance of an improbability
made to appear probable—when we consider the case of Dilipa, the mighty
and noble emperor accepting the task of a cowherd in obedience to the
instructions of his guru—in the whole range of Indian classical works, namely,
the instance of Kaurava,; the great emperor of Bharat resorting to the most
anbelievable crime of ordering Draupadi to be undressed in his open court,
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before Bhisma, Drona and her five famous husbands. But poetic vigour and
charm that the reader feels in the style of narration (in the case of both
Vyasa and Kalidasa) prevent successfully the idea of lmprobablhty entering
richly into his mind. Xalidasa, who is noted for his Vaidarbba style, therefore

deserves the encomiums showered upon him by eminent critics and connois-
seurs like Sri Aurcbindo.

It is the great and noble ideals held and followed by the heroic
characters of Kalidasa that have made them so great and sublime. Kalidasa
seems to have been a believer in the pantheistic monism of the Vedanta school.
His God is one and omnipotent; He assumes different divine forms for the
creation, sustenance and destruction of the universe. Life is a short span of
time which should be treated as a privilege granted to the sentient soul to
remain alive and kicking. It is just a passing show and therefore man must
made the best use of the time at his disposal. With this philosophical attitude
Dilipa, the enlightened monarch, subordinated the values of Artha and Kama
to Dharma (sradsmt geaeat o ua wAifwo:) The famous monarchs of his dynasty
strictly follow the Varnasrama Dharma and never swerve from the path of
duty even when they are in the jaws of Death or in the mouth of Hell. The
difference of sex is important, according to Kalidasa, only with reference to
reproduction and continuation of the race. The final spiritual attainment of
man is the Upanisadic state of transcendental experience, in which 'his soul
remains as a self-spectator in perfect non-difference with God. So the noble
and wise men live like Dilipa, who acquires wealth without greed and enjoys
‘happiness without attachment (TR ®isd srwa: GEH=O).

Kalidasa has created such ideal couples as Dusyanta and Sakuntala,
Dilipa and Sudaksina, Rama and Sita and Shiva and Parvati, because, as he
says in Kumarasambhavam, the Creator’s tendency has been found to be
adverse to making things perfect (s srawa fau qorat wreee fawags: safe:). Like
the fancied intention of the Creator who is said to have created Parvati as the
perfect model of feminine beauty (mfafrar fazagen s Twed dren fageda),
Kalidasa’s Muse has taken a fancy to fashion ideally noble characters who are
next only to the gods like Brahma, Vishnu, Maheshvara and Indra.

B. H, Sreedhara, M. A,
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Sri Sharda Devi and Her Life

ON December 22, 1853 a child was born; a child that was to illumine the
history of India with the dazzling effulgence of its future! The joy of the
parents knew no bounds on seeing their first born child! The child was named
«Sharada’ the name which later acquired its full significance —for little Sharada
grew up into the very embodiment of spiritual learning! India is proud of this.
great daughter of hers who imparted spiritual knowledge not only to people
of her country alone but even to the westerners. Every Indian cherishes her
memory even to this day with great pride and true love.

From her very childhood Sharada was given to seriousness; frivolity
never once dared approach her. The parents found a helpful companion in her
eldest beloved Sharada. The nursing of her younger brothers was to a great
extent consigned to Sharada; even in her later life they were still her nurslings-
for grown-up youthsthough they were, they depended upon their sister, Sharada
for their living. Even while she was but a child of 6 years, her marriage
took place. This came about in quite a strange manner, Gadadhar, an ardent
worshipper of the great goddess Kali in Dakshineshwar had aspired to that
ecstatic stage in spiritual practice when one’s mind is beyond one’s control.
Rumours of his being suddenly out of mind got wind. The mother of
Gadadhar thought that the responsibility of a household would set him right.
A bride had to be sought; much labour was bestowed on this account but in
vain; Gadadhar’s interference in this affair was quite extraordinary. He
himself gave the name ofa girl living at Jayrambati in Ramachandra Mukherji’s
house. It was indeed a revelation to them when in truth they found a girl;
this was no other than little Sharada. The marriage duly took place. But
Sharada remained at home for a very long time.

At the age of eighteen Sharada Devi felt an irresistiable urge to pay a
visit to her husband. Their meeting at Dakshineshwar was indeed a significant
one as much as it was delicate. Sharada Devi’s anxiety for his mental stability
gradually abated as she saw him fast advancing in his sadhanas,

One single incident in Sharada Devi’s life signifies the healthy stature of
her elevated mind:— it happened that Sri Ramakrishna once on a sudden

— 15 —



Sri Sharada Devi and Her Life

impulse asked of Sharada Devi, “Do you want to drag me down in the world
or do you prefer being my helpmate and guide in my spiritual sadhanas?” The
answer of Sharada Devi thrills the reader with admiration for her nobility.

“No” she said decidedly, “I shall help you to reach your long-anticipated
goal”. She stood indeed for ideal womanhood !

Every day her day’s service to her husband over, she used to pray look-
ing at the sky “O Lord” and her heart welled forth in ecstasy! “May my heart
be as pure as yonder moon! But hark! even the moon hath stains! Make me,
O Lord, free from all touch of stain, make me immaculate!”

No wonder her life was purity personified. A devotee of hers who has
composed a prayer seeking her blessing aptly states:—

“Noble Thou hast a character,
Pare is thy life divine;
Ever we bow to thee, O Mother,
Thou incarnate, Purity fine!”

Both Sri Ramakrishna and Sharada Devi though husband and wife lived
the purest and noblest life, Shri Ramakrishna looked upon Sharada Devi as
Goddess Kali herself and sometimes worshipped her. These moments worked
great effect on her. She lost her consciousness even as she was sitting there
before Shri Ramakrishna symbolising Goddess Mahakali and entered into deep
samadhi. Both Sri Ramakrishna and Sharada Devi practised Sadhana together.
Sharada Devi was by nature very modest and shy. She would always preserve
privacy and unless it were before Sri Ramakrishna and his chosen few disciples
she would never show herself, She had indeed great respect and love for Sri
Ramakrishna and took care of him as though he were her own child. The
same deference was requited her. He was ever anxious for her health. He
never could maintain his composure if she were hurt, Sharada Devi used to
prepare food for him and his disciples however tiresome that job was.

But life did not seem to run smooth; Sri Ramakrishna suddenly fell ill;
he was shifted to a house situated outside Calcutta; Sharada Devi stood by him,
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Sri Sharada Devi and Her Life

nursed him; she spared no pains in carrying out her dutle?:“hﬁt Shrl Rama.
krishna’s health declined and one day he did enter into Mahasamadhi whence
he could never again return to this world. Sharada Devi was completely
broken-hearted. = His absence was beyond her endurance, But a certain
circumstance while she paid a visit to Brindaban recovered her peace of mind.
Shri Ramakrishna came to her in a vision and assured her of his being ever
near and protecting her, though he were quite invisible. This vision of her
husband restored her former strength and courage of mind. |

Thereafter she went on pilgrimages to different holy places like Puri,
Gaya and Rameshwaram. It was Shri Ramakrishna’s wish that she should spend
her remaining time at Kamarpukur. Yet her family conditions compelled her
to be a constant attendant upon her relatives, At the time her youngest brother
passed away. The shock of her husband’s sudden death completely wrecked
Surabala, and the little child Radhu was almost an orphan. And Sharada Devi
nursed the child with tender care and love. Naturally the child came to be
attached to her. This reciprocal affection between her own child and Sharada
Devi kindled jealousy and hatred in Surabala. She would give vent to her
growing hatred by abusing Sharada Devi and throwing things at her. Even
this Sharada Devi did bear with mildness and patience. = Though she could
not occupy the house at Kamarpukur she paid great attention on it so that it
was ever clean and tidy, Wherever she went, Surabala and Radhu were with
her, Her careful and anxious attendance on those never vaned.

Later her troubles increased rapidly, Radhu was now a disobedient and
sturdy girl; rather quite her mother’s second. Both the mother and the child
never let Sharada Devi have peace of mind in their company. But Sharada
Devi’s steady fortitude stood all this and never once failed her.

While she was at Jayarambali, many of her disciples and others flocked
to her to be graced with her blessings and spiritual wisdom. She refused none
that knocked at her door. The feeling of mother-hood became so much a part
and parcel of her very self that every creature great or small was to her, her
own dear child. She could find fault with nobody nor detect the foibles in

others. Such was the noble nature of Sharada Devi !
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To a New World

“Madam where is that place....Heaven?”. “Follow, my dear boy, 1
will take you there. Behold that gate, you have to enter through and the
other side is Heaven. Yonder see a man with grey beards, go to him and

you will have to appear for a Test and you must come out successful in the
test in order to enter this gate”.

“Madam.... I have'nt brought my pen...... I had too many tests
in the College! I am tired with them! My goodness! Tests even in Heaven!
Shan’t I be given exemption and shan’t I enter the gate without test”.

ooooooo

busy with themselves. From a little distance I peeped into the gate.... Ah!
Heaven indeed! men gambling and making merry...... certainly a land of
bliss. ““Ah! I exclaimed”, how T would have gone there but for this test.
Suppose I don’t get through the Test at all....about my fate? Yes the grey-

bearded examiner was busy but the task for me was to escape from this winged
woman—a nuisance!!

Thanks to the call she received, she left me to my fate and back she
went. . ..perhaps to bring another one like me to the spot, but my time was
short. Ilooked here and there....nobody to observe my movement....slowly
creeped towards the gate. I keptmy first step inside. Hark! My God!..the gate
automatically and suddenly closed; my leg was caught. I tumbled and tumbled
and cried aloud...... with all my efforts with hand I pulled out my leg......
an intense pain, agony and horrible cry...... a rattling sound of glass pieces.

At once I opened my eyes wide........ no more heaven; no more the new
world. All was my room........ my {riends moving; but the lamp on the ground
had crashed into pieces. I was back again in this world.

I left the lamp to
its fate and creeped towrads my bed

--------------------

Next morning when I got up(rather late)my friends told me the mystery
of the lamp broken into pieces. I put on a pose and shared the mystery with
them and pretended to be enthusiastic to know about it. The “New World”
was in everybody’s hand. I too took it up again!

W.B. Alva, muv, c.
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Beggars in India

BEGGING is the hereditary profession of thousands of poor Indians to-day,
How far the national Government has succeeded in solving this problem is not
known. If we throw search-light on this dark corner of society we would see
the human side of the question. During the days before Independence the
present ruling party might have included the upliftment of the ‘social, cul-
tural, economic and educational status’ of these miserable creatures in its.
manifesto. Perhaps it might have forgotten to tackle this problem now.
If no progressive measure is undertaken to improve the wretched conditions
of these beggars, India will, one day, face a nasty revolution.

There are no beggars in the United Kingdom mnor in other civilized
countries of Europe. They think it a curse on the part of human beings to beg.
In the streets of London the invalids are adopting various devices to attract
public sympathy. Such people would sit in the corners of the streets with a
painting or such other article. So they are safe from the Law’s hand. The
bountiful passers —by throw a penny into their bowl.

Perhaps, India considered begging as a noble profession in days of yore.
Thousands of years ago -Bhikshus of Buddhist monasteries were begging from
door to door. The ¢“grahasta” —the house-holder —considered that giving
alms to those Bhikshus was his sacred duty. Generation after generation, this
profession has survived. The religious heads and Sanyasis who were free
from worldly ties begged and some of them even hoarded money. Some of
the Rajas and Maharajas thought that they would embrace “moksha” or
freedom of the soul from its mundane fetters by giving acres of lands to these
religious heads who blessed the former in return and prayed God whole-
heartedly to reserve a seat for those Rajas in ‘heaven’. Some of them even
sold licences for entering paradise to rich as well as poor for money. So now-
a-days there is no need for them to beg but the poor should beg to ‘earn’ their
livelihood.

Unemployment is the dominating problem of India to-day and no
suitable plans are ready to solve even educated unemployment. So
begging prevails in the country. Some people are begging at day-time and
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stealing at night. Morality, honesty and other virtues of life are meaningless
to them.

In India beggars can be classified into various groups: Those who are
suffering from contagious diseases and have no alternative except begging;
others who are physically fit to earn their bread by hard work and have scope
to lead respectable life but don’t want to. The bold steps taken by the
Government of Mysore in solving this problem is really appreciable and
deserves praise for the meritorious service to ailing humanity. Beggars’
colonies have been established in some parts of Mysore and beggars are
provided with suitable opportunities to improve their conditions. They are
classified into groups. The able-bodied are allowed to go and aged people as
well as children are admitted into the crafts-homes. Those who are suffering
from diseases are given medical treatment in hospitals. The pathetic conditions
of these poor people are beyond imagination.

We should not forget that thesetbeggars can play a significant role in
society if they are provided with ample opportunities, “ There are painters_
musicians, architects, poets, dancers and even orators among this community.
Owing to lack of encouragement their talents are withering. For instance
the street-singers (beggar boys) are better musicians than most of the undeser-
ving people who are flourishing in the‘Cinema world’. Unfortunately both their-
talents and their existence are despised by society. If the people are not in
a position to improve the pathetic lot of beggars, they should not encourage
begging. By throwing copper pieces to the folded palms of street beggars
some of the people exhibit their affluence and generosity. Instead of throw-.
ing away money like this if they give that money to those associations which
are functioning for the improvements of beggars, it would be a great service.

Millions of people go on pilgrimage to various holy places of India
where beggars’ communities reside permanently. These out-cast people with
their humiliating conditions and touching cries beg in the name of God and get
substantial means of livelihood. Many of the pilgrims think that they would
commit sin if they did not give alms to those beggars. Unless this superstition:
is proved to be stupid, false and unfounded, beggary would exist in India..



Beggars in India

Some people beg in a dignified way. The easy going, indolent ‘sadhus’
even though they have good physique are also begging. The superstitious
multitudes of India immensely encourage these parasites. If the Government
utilises physical power of these for some creative purposes, the country will
surely prosper. The deplorable conditions of the invalids of the hegging
class should not be neglected.

Begging is a great curse. God has created men equal and free. Social
distinctions are created by men. If society and Government deny them
opportunity the unfortunate beggars continue their miserable life for ever.

State Governments should help the Central Government in tackling
this problem. Hard labour should be forced upon them so that they are
compelled to earn by the sweat of their brow. By slow and steady methods
the Indian Government will certainly minimise begging.

India without beggars would be paradise on earth.

G. Subraya, mu. c,

Owner of the car:- «e............ what then is your advice?

Garage mechanic:- My sincere advice is to keep the oil
and change the Car.

X X X X X

Plump woman on scales, to friend:- “I’m afraid, I've
come to the destiny which ends our shapes!”



The Marriage-Broker

WE don’t often realize how ungrateful we can be and are, sometimes. Most
of us have been so to a very worthy being who plays a useful role in society.
He is the marriage-broker. A marriage-broker! You show a long face. He
1s a parasite, an undesirable individual who thrusts his nose into your affairs.
You want to shun him as you used to shun insurance agents once, You are
vehement and downright in your attack. A marriage bureau, and the same
you go ecstatic over it, You say it is human ingenuity trying to circumvent
Nature’s vagaries. You are ready to give a lengthy discourse on the admirable
work they do in arranging marriages on sound lines of psychology and eugenics.
It is as somebody has said, the difference in the name, perhaps—barber and
hair-dresser, for example. In functioning there is no difference between a
marriage-broker and a marriage bureau, unless it be that the marriage-broker
works more promptly, efficiently and fruitfully—and at a lower fee, too.
He is a moving marriage bureau, if you want.

It is a fashion of our times that everything should have the sanctity
of tradition and history. Even on that score you can’t badge the marriage-
broker an upstart of yesterday. Travel back in the history of our country or
that of any other for the matter, and you will find that there ever have
been match-makers.

Regarding his being a busybody, he comes to you only when called.
And it is not to favour him that you requisition the invaluable services of a
marriage-broker. You do it in your own interests.

Every girl of marriageable age in our country is a skeleton in the
family capboard. She is a nightmare that makes her parents sit up in their
beds and think of the problem of her marriage breaking the midnight silence
with sighs of despair. The high-priest that can exorcise this disturbing skele-
ton from the family is the marriage-broker. His role is that high one—whether
you care to admit it or not. Anyhow, you will admit that your daughter
cannot and does not walk into the street and return with a young lad tucked
under her arm. Your daughter cannot and does not bait the hook of her face
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at the end of her body-line with fine cosmetics and catch foolish jacks from
parks and public places.

You will also admit that there is a huge disparity in number between
males and females. The latest census returns will tell you how in Madras
State women beat men in numbers. Even the statistics we have are misleading
in this respect. If comparison between groups of boys and girls of marriageable
age was made, it should show how the number of girls in that age-group far ex-
ceeds the number of boys. There are more girls than you can find husbands for.
Thus it is elementary economics that you have to sell in a buyers’ market.

Another thing that you will admit is that matrimonial advertisements
are of no great help. They have this great disadvantage that people look
on such advertisements with the eye of suspicion. They think, and perhaps
rightly, that everything about the girl concerned is not all right—that there
is something wrotten somewhere. Thus they do not take the matrimonial
advertisments seriously. Those who have advertised will tell you how poor
the response has been. And how, of the little respose there was, much was
from mischievous free-lancers out for ‘romance by post’.

And the most discomforting fact you will admit is that the average
male of marriageable age before he learns the psychology, physiology or
philosophy of marriage, learns the economics of marriage. Even from the
time he had been ruﬁning here and there meeting this M. L. A. and that M. P.
to get admission into some college, he has understood the very definite ad-
vantages of a monied father-in-law. That belief in the efficacy of a vich
F.in-L is strengthened when he is out of the university and is hunting for a
job. The longer the job-hunt, the stronger this belief becomes, until at last
it becomes a matter of faith with him. So much so, if you asked him to draw
a list of the qualities that the girl he would marry should have in the order
of their importance, he will put money in the first place without caring to
keep up appearances. He knows that the ‘outcome of marriage depends upon
the income’,— on that alone. And if you told him that it depended on some-
thing else also, he would tell you that it didn’t matter. The young man of
today is downright practical and has no romantic delusions.
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Thus you cannot ‘fly in the face of these facts and say that you can
easily pack your daughter out of the house without the help of the marriage-
broker. It is for that that you call him in.

And how admirably helpful he is! He transfers from your shoulders
on to his own the crushing weight of your unmarried girl. He does the
worrying for you. And what a relief it is!

No more need you or your girl shrink when the question of her age is
put. In the field of matrimony the accepted authority for the age of a girl
is not her municipal birth-register or any other certificate, but her horoscope.
And he teaches you forthe first time that horoscopes do not depend upon
dates of birth but that it is vice versa. The one very convenient thing about
horoscopes is that you can get one cast for any given date. Your girl of

Twenty-five is just Nineteen. And there is the good authority of her horos-
cope for it. That is that.

He takes down all the details about your daughter in his diary. That

is, the name of your girl is registered in his matrimony exchange. Now you
can hope for the best,

And he seldom lets you down. The magic of his imaginative tongue,
and your dark stoutish girl who was never noted for her charms (for the very
simple reason that she had none) becomes a fair, dainty little thing, who
stopped with the Matriculation Grade because she was a rage with the boys
and could not go about without a bunch of them dogging her heels.

In the kitchen your girl is like a bull in a china shop. On her entrance
into the kitchen all the breakable wares there will begin to break promptly.
And the dishes she prepares are a tasteless, shapeless, nameless mystery—
even more mysterious than the flying saucers. But now, thanks to the

marriage-broker, she is an adept in the culinary art. Her cooking keeps
the doctor away!

Your Post-Office Savings balance is Rs. 108, annas Twele and pies Five.
But thanks to the marriage-Bi'oker it has swelled to Rs. 10,000/-. You are a
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clerk in your office. But the broker has given you a raise in the abstract
and you have become the head-clerk. All this the broker does for you.

He comes to you with half-a-dozen horoscopes, Will you have Mr.
P.... , tall and handsome, age 26, accountant in Mars Trading Company,

salary only 325/-; or Mr. K....... , assistant manager in Know-not-where Ltd.,
salary 525/-?

You find it quite a problem to choose. Then he sets about arranging
the marriage. The marriage is over.

Why do you grumble? Your assistant manager’s son-in-law is only a
dispatching clerk, and his salary is not Rs. 325/-, but only 957 But you are
no head-clerk either. And your Post-Office balance is not Rs. 10,000/-. He
is not tall, but short; he is not handsome but ordinary. But your girl’s skin
is dark under the cosmetic coating. And she has no claims to beauty. And
why did you not make searching enquiries? You didn’t do it because you had
a lot to hide yourself.

When you grumble the groom’s party has an equal cause to grumble.
Your daughter got the husband she deserved. And she got him only because
of the marriage-broker.

You both agree that you have been cheated. You agree to bury the
hatchet and shake hands over the mutilated reputation of the poor marriage-
broker. His is a thankless job indeed, if ever there was one! He may cry
with Shakespeare’s Pandarus:

«“0Q world! World! world! thus is the poor agent despised! O traitors
and bawds, how earnestly are you set a’ work and how ill requited! Why
should our endeavour be so loved, and the performance so loathed?”

You are mistaken. No, I am not a marriage-broker myself or in any
way related to one!
K P V.



A Note on G. K, Chesterton’s Poetry

THE end of the 19th Century marked a surge of growing disquietude in
English Literature. The Victorian equilibrium was upset by the impact of
science and reason which left a deep-set restlessness in human mind. But
with the advént of the 20th century this unrest became a more active moral
force and it manifested itself in sympathy with a new movement of liberal
opinion. This birth of new liberalism and spiritual awakening found expres-
sion in a remarkable literary revival, It is true that the new age saw greater
achievements in the field of prose, fiction and drama than in poetry. It,
probably, was due to the fact that these forms were less constrained than
verse by academic conservatism. The plays of Shaw, Granville Barker, Barrie
and Galsworthy, the novels of H. G. Wells, Bennet, Cornad and Forster
were the notable literary achievements of the last great age of English
Liberalism. There was, it must be admitted, no Poet comparable to a Hardy
or Yeats, although their best works were done in this age. There was no
experimenter in Poetic technique to continue the work of G. M. Hopkins.
Yet in the first decade of the 20th century there was a real but limited revival
of Poetry. This of course, should not be confused with the much trumpeted
“Georgian” movement which modern critics often mistakenly regard as the
only fountain of Poetry between the late Victorians and T. S. Eliot. Actually
the best poets of ‘pre-war’ 20th century had all produced important work
some years before the publication of the first volume of “Georgian Poetry”.

They were G. K. Chesterton, Walter de la Mare, W. H. Davies, Abercrombie
and Masefield.

Silhouetted against the background of the ‘Pre-war’ 20th century poetry
Chesterton stands away from others almost in singular solitariness. He fits
into no pigeon-hole and belongs to no school. His brilliant wit and healthy
conservatism and the great bejewelled sword of paradox with which he fights
his crusade against puritanic sourness, pessimistic morbidity and the reason-
ing mania of unregulated intelligence are all only too well known to need any
elaboration here. He has written Poetry, Literary criticism and innumerable
essays, novels and detective stories. And in all that he writes we find his
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A Note on G. K. Chesterton’s Poetry

true and unmistakable stamp of brilliance. But it is.a little surprising and
disquietening that his Poetry has not attracted much attention or interest.
Not everyone reads his poetry with the same keen zest with which they take
to his other writings. There are some who resent his verbal jugglery. Dean
Inge, who had deep differences of opinion with Chesterton, petulantly des-
cribed him as ‘that obese mountebank, who crucifies truth head downwands’.
A modern critic describes him as “‘a corpulent Tomfool mouthing occasionally
sense and frequently nonsense”. It is true his Poetry like his other writings
has too much of that exuberance and recurring antithesis inlaid with paradoxes
which tend to become mechanical and tedious.  His Poetry has the same
defects and merits as his prose, But these critics who cavil at Chesterton
have done him little justice. Chesterton does not indulge in verbal jugglery
through perversity or a desire to show off. He writes thus because he thinks
thus. His uninterrupted search for piquant modes of expression is a necessity
to expound his banal ideas. But when he submits himself to the discipline
of verse, his verbal extravagances are considerably minimised. ‘His Poetry
therefore is not the idle diversion of a busy journalist, but a sublimation of
his journalism, His Poetry is journalism without ceasing to be poetry’. He
is always conscious of and is in conflict with the spirit of the age. And he turns
and delves into the Middle Ages for the themes of his ballads. Much of his
verse is clever and sometimes slick and the rthythms are swinging and bluster-
ing. But they are a great deal different from the devitalised iambics of Sir
W. Watson. His verses are inextricably related to the life of the age of the
first motor buses and taxicabs although they deal with mediaeval themes.
His long ballad ‘The Ballad of the White Horse’—one of his best poems
and one of the few outstanding modern ballads in English Literature—
appeared in 1911. In this poem, Chesterton enshrines the triumph of
Christianity in the time of King Alfred.  ‘The Ballad of St. Barbara® came
sometime later and it is once again a typically colourful poem with a lot of
Chesterton in it. His worst poem probably is ‘Lepanto’ which appears like an
attempt to escape from the boredom of suburbia by putting on a gorgeous
dress and clashing cymbals. Yet even in this meretrious piece of gaudy and
inane decoration we find Chesterton’s remarkable historical sense. He can
make poetry out of the dry dust of history in such lines:-
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“The cold queen of Eugland is looking in the glass
The shadow of the Valois yawning at the mass”.

The finest of his poems are pre-eminently characterised by a noble
militance, a religous ardour which is free from the fanaticism of a zealot. He
is not a man of levity in spite of all his outward flippancy. He is a man of
battle. Every problem of life has religious pleasure for him. Even Demo-
cracy is a religious conviction. The fashion of the day among advanced
thinkers was to profess extreme democratic theories and at the same time
profess equally extreme contempt for the prejudices of the common man.
Even Bernard Shaw could not escape this tendency. But Chesterton sets
himself against this tendency and in reaction stands as the champion of the
ordinary man, prepared to accept him, without proposing to reform him.

“Who will write us a riding song, or a hunting song,
Or a drinking song?

he asks. He feels these things like a common man. But he gives expression
to these ideas in his own inimitable and invincible manner. Christianity is
neither a fad nor a fashion for him. He does not live in two separate cells—

sacred and secular: For him laughter is as holy as prayer and prayer as
spontaneous as laughter.

Great God, that bowest sky and star
Bow down our towering thought to thee

Cleanse us from ire of creed or class,
The anger of the idle kings;

Sow in our souls, like living grass,
The laughter of all lowly things.

To him a sunset is glorious as wine and wine lovely as a sunset because he
full well knows the value of wine. He says “Sunset is exuberant and makes
me glad. Wine is ecstasy and therefore makes me glow”.

‘0 well for him that loves the sun

That sees the heaven-race ridden or run

The splashing seas of sunset won,
And shouts {o1 Victory’,

Here he sees all the glory of God’s creation.
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Another remarkable feature of his poetry is its wholesome innocence
and wisdom, mingled with an almost childlike wonder. His Father Brown
with his smiling, babylike face is nothing but a picture of Chesterton the poet.
Often in his poems the note of wonder startles one into a sense of living in
some primeval dawn at the time of the creation of the world. His crusader
who returns from captivity says

I have come forth alive from the land of purple and poison and glamour,
Where the charm is strong as the torture, being chosen to change the mind;
Torture of wordless dance and wineless feast without clamour

Palace hidden in palace, garden with garden behind.

The very violence of the figures brings out the effect of bleak de-
solation, of strange terror and remoteness. Here is a description from his

‘Ballad of the White Horse’

Mis-shapen ships stood on the deep
Full of strange gold and fire

And hairy men as huge as sin,

With horned head, came wandering in
Through the long, low sea mire.

It is this elemental innocence of vision that sees into the life of things
and tries to see philosophy under concrete and colourful symbols.

Chesterton achieves that hardness and clarity which the Imagists
preached and occasionally practised.. He has a magnificent gift of portraying
the colourful. ~ Here is an example:-

Great wine like blood from Bargandy,
Cloaks like the clouds from Tyre

And marble like solid moonlight

And gold like golden fire

This is how he describes King Alfred in his ballad:-

All-things sprang at him, sun and wead,
Till the grass grew to be a grass indeed,
And the tree was a tree at last,

Yes. But to Chesterton himself the grass is greener the tree taller, more
vivid than the grass and the tree we know. For him moonlight is as solid as
marble and bright as noonshine. He fills the cup of the universe with colours

- — 3’1 —



A Note on G. K. Chesterton’s Poetry

until it runs over and spills splashing the pages with delight. His ‘Ballad
of St. Barbara’ is the story of the patron Saint of artillery and of those who
are in danger of impending death. The story is told amidst the clash and

clang of war by a Breton soldier to a Norman. It is once again a typically
Chestertonian poem.

Gaul, charioted and charging, great gaul upon a gun
Tip toe on all her thousand years and trumpeting to the sun

The story is interrupted again and again by the battle which encircles
and surges round it like the wild waves of the seaflooding and whirling round
a white peak of rock. Here too is a vivid contrast of colours; the red carnage,
the black belching guns and intervening, like the sweet remote music of some
ancient instrument is the story with all its rainbow colours. The short flexible
ballad metre with its variety of syllable and stress brings also a contrast
in measure.

Barbara the beantiful

Had praise of lute and pen:

Her hair was like a summer night
Dark and desired of men.

Her feet like birds from far away,
That linger and light in doubt;

And her face; was like a window
Where a man’s first love looked out.

— Against this are set the long rolling lines like a cavalry moving out into a
plain in triumph

They are burst asunder in the midst of that eat of their own flatteries

Whose lip is curled to order as its barbed hair is curled .... ... ........

Blast of the beauty of sudden death, St. Barbara of the batteries,
That blow the new white window in the wall of all the world.

Leaving apart his serious poetry (Chesterton would surely resent the
word) let us look at his comic poems which are popular and widely read.
Chesterton finds a real literary inspiration in the suburbs seen from the angle
of a romantic poet. He can find beauty in sights like that of

The great water tower
That strokes the stars on Campden hill,
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We have some fine poetry in the verses written in his lighter mood.  Poetry
is an Art, +to be enjoyed when you are in the mood for it. But Chesterton’s
comic poetry can be enjoyed in any mood without any effort at all.

Before the Roman came to Rye or out to Severn Strode

The rolling English drunkard made the rolling English road,

A realing road, a rolling road, that rambles round the shire,

And after him the parson ran, the sexton and the Squire,

A merry road, a mazy road, and such as we did tread
The night we went to Birmingham by way of Beachyhead

It is intoxicating like wine and invigorating like Chesterton himself.
The delight of his comic poetry at times consists in the incongruity between
substance and style. The style is elevated almost to the point of pompous-
ness and the substance is thin, airy flippancy.

“The cataract of the cliff of heaven fell blinding off the brink

As if it would wash the stars away as suds go down a sink

The seven heavens came roaring down for the throats of hell to drink

And Noah he cocked his eye and said, ‘It looks like rain, I think

The water has drowned the Matter horn, as deep as a Mendip mine

But I don’t care where the water goes if it doesn’t get into the wine”.
He can afford us a new thrill or delight by the occasional and unexpected use
of slang. He can descend into a kind of bathos in a hearty and humorous
vulgarity. This is the secret of his Cockney humour. He is always very
nyoud of being a cockney himself. He maintains seriously in his famous essay
~The surrender of a cockney” that the Lord is not in the wind or thunder
of the waste, but is anywhere in the still small voice of Fleet street. To him
London is the city of ‘smuts and mellow fogfulness’; it’s streets are paved
with gold and its hansom cabmen, bakers and butchers are the fairies from
Oberon’s world. He is a roaring cockney journalist and delicate, polished,
classical work is foreign to his nature. We therefore find that his poetry is
delightfully interspersed with amusing verbal quips and cranks. Whenever
he castigates cads and pompous humbugs he does it with a kind of savage
mirth. A certain Mr. Smith once described ‘The Welsh Disestablishment
Bill’ as a bill that has shocked the conscience of every Christian Community
in Europe. Chesterton hit at him with the bludgeon of laughter by writing

his ““Ode on Antichrist”.
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Are they clinging to their crosses,
F. E. Smith,
Where the Breton boat—fleet tosses
’ Are they. Smith?
Do they, fasting. tramping. bleeding,
Wait the news from this our city?
Groaning “That’s the se-ond Reading”
Hissing “There is still committee”
If the voice of Cecil falters,
If Meckenna’s point has p th
Do they tremble for their altar?
Do they, Smith?

He continues his onslaught on the solemnity of Mr. Smith.

“For your legal cause or Civil

You fight well and get your fee;
For God or dream or devil

You will answer not to me
Talk about the pews and steeples

And the cash that goes therewith!
Bat the sou! of Christian peoples

......... chuck it, Smith!

That “Chuck it!” is a typical cockney phrase and Chesterton uses it with all

the gusto of a London cabman or baker retorting some humbug. We see the
same method in the lines about ‘the Shakespeare Memorial’.

“Lord Lilac thought it rather rotten
That Shakespeare should be quite forgotten”

Is it not the idiom of modern aristocracy? The slang is made effective
by contrast:-
And while the vain world careless sped
Unbeeding the heroic name .
The souls most fed with Shakespeare’s flame

Still sat unconquered in a ring
Kemembering him like anything

There is a piece of devastating social satire in his ‘Election Echo’, and
his “Mr. Mandragon” is a good rich man for whom Chesterton has all his
sympathy!
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Mr. Mandragon, the millionaire, he would’nt have wine or wife,

He could’nt endure complexity; he lived the simple life,

He ordered his lunch by megapbone in manly, simple tones,

And used all his motors for canvassing voters, and twenty telephones.

In his ‘Song of the strange ascetic’ Chesterton reveals the absurdity of the
contemporary situation which is at once comic, bizarre and imaginative in its
terrible irony.

If1 had been a Heathen,
I'd have crowned Naero’s curls
Aud filled my life with love affairs,
My house with dancing girls;
But Higgins is a Heathen,
And to lecture rooms is forced,
Where his aunts, who are not married
Demand to be divorced.

If T had been a Heathen,
I'd have sent my armies forth
And dragged behind my chari.ts
The chieftains of the north
But Higgins is a Heathen
And he drives the dreary quill,
To lend the poor that funny cash
That makes them poorer still.

Chesterton is often referred to as our laughing philosopher. It is per-
haps the most apt description of the poet and his philosophy. The description
almost fits him like a cap, a fool’s cap, of course, and he wears it like a
crown. He follows a fine literary tradition in using laughter as a cleansing
sword, swift and lethal as lightning. Whereas solemn denunciation helps
wickedness to thrive on, given time, ridicule can witherit. No expert doctor
can ever suggest a better antibiotic drug than laughter. The creator of Lilli-
put, if he has followed the adventures of Gulliver in these two hundred years
since his death, will not be the first, nor the last, to admit that satire is
short, laughter long; with the satirist as with the literary jester, it pays to
be funny; we will gladly admit even the most disrespectful tilting at our
established gods so long as it is good-humoured and witty. One remembers
the fine outburst of H., G. Wells, delivered through the mouth of his
Richard Remington:-
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“The broadening of human thought is a slow and complex process we do
go on, we do get on. But when one thinks that people are living and dying
now, quarrelling and sulking, misled and misunderstanding, vaguely fearful,
condemning and twarting one another in the close darknesses of these narrow
cults-Oh God! One wants a gale out of Heaven, one wants a great wind from
the seal’

Chesterton’s laughter is like a healthy gale of Heaven, a cleansing salt
wind, a hurricane of humorous commonsense.

H K. R. Murthy, M, A,

They are wrong who think that politics is like an
ocean voyage of military campaign, something to be
done with some particular end in view, something
which leaves off as soon as that end is reached. It is
not a public chore to be got over with. It is a way of
life. It is the life of a domesticated political and social
creature who is born with a love for public life, with a
desire for honour, with a feeling for his fellows; and it
lasts as long as need be. 1t is not simply office-holding
not just keeping your place, not just raising your voice
from the floor, not just ranting on the rostrum with
speeches and motions; which is what many people think
politics is; just as they think you are a philosopher if
you sit in a chair and lecture..................

Plutarch.
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IF there is anybody in this world I dread most he is the chatterbox. An
unknown fear creeps into me. I begin to shudder at the thought of him. On
roads or in trains, in theatres or in trams, and in the class room the chatter-
box is found; and he approaches you, without any kind of introduction
although you are an utter stranger to him. He begins to tell you something
about his horoscope, and he comments on your white pyjama or your red bush
coat, which makes him think that you are a sympathiser of Communist
Russsia; or he observes your unkept hairs, and passes offending remarks on
it, sees your legs and if you do not wear shoes, you will also get one or two
unwanted suggestion from him.

He tells you how So and So died yesterday in an air-crash, how a baby
was born to a very old ‘He-spinster’, how Hazare’s bowling failed in the last
test match, and so on and so forth. Further, another man refers to the rise
in the price of jaggery at present, and how it was ‘“black-marketed” by Mu.
Bombaymishionwala, If he is a student, he will say, how he picked a ker-
chief dropped inadvertently, of course, by a ‘Pretty’, and how a teacher
slipped in the class-room and thus he caused an uproar. Another chatterbox will
tell you that he is a representative of the Madurai Mills, that the best cloth
available in South India, is that of the M. M. Ltd., and that you can buy a
new pair of shoes from Beta & Son Shoe Mart, where you can get a 114%
concession. He says, Beta shoes are the best ones; that the Iddli-Sambhar of
the ‘Universal Sambhar Bhavan’ is the best and that Ex-Mahal makes good
Dhali, and the ‘Saru’ at Swarga-Cafe is very savoury and so on.

If you travel in a bus, the person who sits by you just talks to you
about the tall towering cap of a serious looking politician sitting in the right
corner of the bus; he refers to his phantom nose, elephant-like ears and ruffled
hairs. You hear another student-chatterbox philosophically remarking ¢Life
is this. You know, what a fun we derived, when we upset the chair of our
teacher while he was napping and what a burst of laughter we caused

in the class!”

These chatterboxes are found in plenty in villages also, Men and Women,
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old and young are all engaged in gossip when they have nothing better to do.
They go on till you become drowsy and fall asleep.

But there is a particular kind of people, who pretend to be sincere
while talking with us. They ask many questions, and divert our attention
and finally you will have lost your pocket when you are busy in the talk. I
have myself been a victim of such scamps many a time.

In short, these chatterboxes are not only a nuisance but are a source
of harm although occasionally they may provide us some amusement
and diversion.

Krishnananda Hegde, B.

NOTHING BUT THE BEST.

One day Whistler, the famous artist, sent an urgent
message to Sir Morrel Mackenzie, the eminent throat
specialist, asking him to call at once. The specialist
hurried to the artist, anxious to diagnose his complaint-
He was chagrined to find that Whistler had called him
to examine a sick doge However, he said nothing,
pocketed his fees and drove away.

Next day, Sir Morrel sent urgently for Whistler,
asking him to call immediatelly, When the artist arriv-
ed in haste, the specialist said in a brisk businesslike
voice, ""How do you do, Mr. Whistler? I’'m glad you
have come. 1 wanted to see you about having my front
door painted”’.
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IN 1939, when I was a small boy, I went with my parents to my god father’s
house at Udyavar. He had invited us to participate in his wedding. Hence
we went to bis house on its eve and were cordially received by him. He wel-

comed me with a warm kiss. Being a very active boy I found no difficulty

in gathering a band of boys around me. All his guests were pouring into his
house and we the mighty boys tried our best to play tricks on the women,

All the preparations were going at a quick rate and though dusk had fallen

there was no end to the activities of both the young and the old. As the

night neared we went in search of god father. After a long and tedious search

we succeeded in finding him out (he was commonly referred to as Uncle

Franky) in one of his rooms with his back towards the door. He sat there

crouching over something and seemed oblivious of the surroundings. We stole

into the room and to our sad surprise we found him shedding tears on a por-

trait that he was holding in his hands with great esteem and affection.

-““Uncle Franky” inquired one of the boys, “why are you weeping?
Has the bride refused to marry you?” ‘“Dear boy” replied Uncle Franky, ¢“you
are too small to understand my sorrow” and then he burst into tears just like
a child. However, at length we succeeded in persuading him to disclose the
the cause of his grief. After asking us to sit down in a semi-circle in front of
him he began: «“Thirty years ago I was born to my parents whose portraits are
here. But I was not born in this house as this was built only afterwards. 1
was born in a cottage on this very spot, in which my parents brought me up
with much care and love. I was their only beloved child™.

“When I was four years old” continued my god father wiping the tears,
“one day in August there was a heavy rain which poured in torrents and lasted
for two whole days and consequently this Udyavar river began to swell with
water. There was a flood and all people living on the banks of the river were
left in the lurch. My father resolved to quit the house before it went down.
All of us were trying to pack as many things as we could carry along with us
when all of a sudden we heard a very big noise and ery for help.

“When we looked out through the window we beheld to our profound
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sorrow that the thatched roof of our beloved neighbour had fallen to the
ground. My father rowed our boat towards that house and after a great effort
succeeded in rescuing them. He took them to the hill on the other side of
the river and hastened home to take us also there. With our hearts beating
violently we got into boat. The river was still swelling and consequently the
current was very strong and we were caught in it. The barge was being tossed
violently like a wrecked ship on the inclement ocean and we lost all our
hopes. Now it began to rain heavily. My father was struggling against the
rushing currents. After two hours’ hard struggle my father succeeded in
crossing the river and we reached the hill.

““After a while” continued uncle Franky, ¢“my father informed us that
he was going to rescue others. But all of us spoke in one voice against his
taking such a risk. However he would not submit to our wish.” So getting
into his barge he left us —never to return back. We watched him until he
was out of sight and then we felt some unnamable fear for his safety.

“Hours passed; but he did not return. My mother began to weep —to
weep for the loss of her husband even though then we were not aware of it
Boats were sent to find out my father. But after a long time they brought
a boat without its rower. A look at the boat told us of what had befallen my
dear father. The men told us that the cruel hungry water must have swal-
lowed my father and that they had found the boat a drift. My mother broke
down and I, affected both by the unpleasant news and the mourning of my
mother fell unconcious.

“When the flood abated’ went on uncle Franky with his bitter experienee
of life, ‘““we returned to our house where we were two then instead of three.
The portrait of my father was banging on the wall garlanded. The very sight
of it reminded my mother of the sad loss we underwent and she burst into
bitter tears. Like this the weeks passed on and again misfortune came in the
form of thick dark clouds that gathered in the clear blue sky which stretched
far and wide as far as the eye could see. It rained until the river was flooded
for the second time. One of our friends came to us offering to help us move
out of the house, for the house seemed like a miserable island in a roaring
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ocean. But my mother refused to leave the house. She kissed me tenderly
on my forehead and sent me along with him to his house. All my protests and
appeals could noc prevail upon her to allow me to keep company with her—
to be her protector as I thought.

“I came back with our old friend to see what she was doing, we found
to our horror that the roof of our house had fallen down. My mother was
nowhere to be seen; I called her repeatedly only to be convinced that. .. .that
....1 was an orphan........ an orphan left to shift for himself”. Uncle
Franky burst out into uncontrolable sorrow. I found it impossible to check
the feelings that overwhelmed me. The word ‘an orphan’ rang in my ears
over and over again. I cried like a wipped child until I fell asleep. Then 1
heard the following lines sung melodiously -

Wealth may come but not to stay
Even this shall pass away
Pleasures come but to stay

For even fame’s passing away
But with patience day by day
Even pain shall fade away
Though an orphan you to-day
Bear it with the heart of May

D’Souza Victor, M., uv. c.

In the presence of a school inspector the master
asked a boy who signed the Magna Carta. The boy
replied: “I didn’t”’. The indignant master ordered him
to leave the class-room: The school inspector said:
“Call that boy back. I don’t like the look of him—
I believe he did it”.



Only a Bait

I had added to my name the first two letters of the alphabet in the reverse
order and was daily tired of climbing up and down the steps of many an office.
At the same time I continued my careful scrutiny of the ‘wanted’ columns
in every paper with an almost religious fervour. I had inded grown tired of
such loafing about, and all my efforts to get a decent job were in vain,

One fine morning, as usual, when I eagerly turned to the second page
of “The Life’s Problems” 1 found the {ollowing advertisement:-

““Wanted — a Head Clerk for the Mt. Everest Insurance Co., Ltd., - Pay

Rs. 50-24-5-75 P. M. Only graduates need apply personally to the General
Manager at his Office—109 Shanmerkan Chetty St., Madras”.

I need not say that I made up my mind to see him immediately and
try my luck. For the next half an hour I was busy with my safety razor,
comb and such other instruments which would make me ‘Presentable’. 1 took
out my newly stitched woollen suit and I put it on for the second time (the
first occasion being when I appeared before the Service Commission). Finally
standing before the mirror I took great pains to see that everything was in
perfect order and I finally ran down the street to catch the next tram.

Half an hour later I alighted at the Mt. Everest Office and once again
satisfying myself that my clothes were in perfect order, I presented myself
in the room of the General Manager. Yes, he was there before his table.
He was a small alert man of about forty five yearsof age. I bowed courteously

‘and placed on his table my visiting card whereon 1 had noted ‘Ref. Advertise-
ment in ‘The Life’s Problems’ dated the 8th June, 1953.

“Yes, I understand. Take your seat” he said with an air of authority,
pointing me to a chair opposite to him. When I had occupied my seat he
continued, looking at my card, “So you are a B. A. and that’s only the

minimum qualification required for the post. But now more important than

that in business is your ability to influence others. You are just a raw

graduate with no experience. And I must put you to some practical tests.
You see, there are some ‘Proposal Forms’ and a Prospectus of our Company,
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You are required to take these forms with you and do your best to insure ten
people. If you succeed in doing this bit of work early, you may rest assured

that the post of Head-clerk is yours™,

So saying with a broad smile on his face, he handed over a bundle of
insurance literature. I was very much puzzled by his behaviour and I was
inclined to reject the bundle. 1 knew very well how many an insurance agent
is shunned by people in society as if he is some serious infection. But I knew
how difficult it was to secure a good job and my strong desire to get the post
prevented me from rejecting the bundle. I therefore took it up and was about
to go. The manager found me a bit puzzled, and encouraged me saying:-

““As you are the first candidate who has applied for the post, you stand
the best chance, if you finish your work very soon. Mind you, each of those
cases should be not anything' less than Rs. 1000/-".

Nodding assent, I came out thrusting the little bundle into the inner
pocket so that it might not peep out. I felt T was badly in need of some
beverage after the exciting interview and I made my way to a nearby restau-
rant. where to my great surprise I found three of my friends. Omne of
them asked,

“What are those pictures you are carrying in your pocket?”

I looked down and found to my utter discomfiture that the wretched
parcel had popped out as if to betray me. Thrusting them in I replied that
they were some photographs. But the worst was still in store for me.
Another fellow tried to pull the packet.

““You are a fool”’ said I, “for you believed them to be pictures and tried
to see them. Well, see them, you must. These are some proposal forms of
our Company and now each one of you must give me an insurance policy. Or
else how do you think I can shine as the Head Clerk of the Mt. Everest

Insurance Co.?”
They thought that I had really secured that post and after some
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persuasion they consented to give me the proposals as a mark of personal
favour and encouragement, as they thought it was.

I thought that the wheel of fortune was turning in my favour. I had
without much difficulty got three policies. For within a week I somehow
managed to insure nine. [ thought it would be better to report to the

Manager about my progress and get the place reserved for me. I hoped to
complete the work assigned to me within a few days.

As he was already busy speaking to somebody 1 waited outside and
accidentally happened to hear him say to his visitor.

“Only get some ten persons insured in our company and the place is
yours since you are the first candidate to appear”.

This was indeed shocking news to me Seeing the Manager bidding
good-bye to his visitor I took courage in both hands and entered the office.
He asked me about the progress 1 had made. When I told him everything
about my eflicient work he took those nine proposals and said:-

“Well one more, and make the concerned parties pay the premium.
The sooner it is done the better it is for you”. Hearing foot-falls up the
stairs and finding somebody coming up he bade me goodbye saying,

“Believe me the job is yours”. I went out of his office and as I did so
the newcomer entered. He wore a tattered suit and he had a downcast
appearance.

But a strong suspicion rose in me and so I overheard the manager
saying to the new-comer,

“You have just seen me driving out that fellow who is keen on this job;
but since you are the first candidate you shall get the post. The only thing
is that you should fulfil my second condition, and that is, a deposit of Rs..
500/- as a cash security. We will then entrust you with the collection of
premium. Of course your deposit amount will carry interest at 123%”.
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Just as I was coming out, I met my friend Keshavan, coming towards
the office, striding majestically as if he had just then finished a Herculean
task. Replying to my query he said that he had brought Rs. 500/- pledging
all the jewels of his wife in order to get the advertised Head Clerk’s post.

I caught him by the hand and dragged him away to a restaurant saying
“For God’s sake, come along”.

Fernandez, M. L, T., mu.cq,

CURTAIN UP.

The couple had arrived at the theatre through a
downpour of rain and when they took their seats it
was not surprising that the girl left her escort and
slipped out of her seat in the circle to tidy her make.up
and disarranged hair-

It was an old fashioned theatre with winding
corridors and she had difficulty in finding the ladies’
rest room. However, she eventually entered a large
room furnished in a heavy Victorian style. There was
nobody about except a maid busily dusting a chair.

Carefully she adjusted the seams of her stockings,
het hair, and when she saw her make-up in the mirror
she exclaimed aloud in tones that startled the maid:
“What a horrible mess! 1 look a fright!”

The make up restored she made her way back as
best she could through the maze of passages and sat
down beside her escort. The play had started.

“\What’s the plot so far?”’ she whispered anxiously.
“Have I missed anything?”

“Ha! ha! ha!” was the unexpected response. “You
should know, you were in it!”
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About Definitions

AYE, you have known it. I mean if you are a science student, that is.
With your upper eye-lids weighing down with one-ton heaviness and your two
limp hands meekly yielding under the weight of the science text your numbed
brain has fought cat and dog with a definition till utterly defeated-you have
fallen into the soothing arms of Dame Sleep.

It was a clean knock-out that. You have always wanted to protest
against it. If any one asked you to define science you have wanted to answer:
“Look here, mister, blast this definition business. You want a definition of
science, don’t you? Here it is—Science is a confounded bundle of definitions
intended to bewilder the common man and baffle the student.”

You are not very wrong if you have thought that definition is identical
with science, that they are interchangeable terms — perfect synonyms.

You have always wanted to lead a ‘Jehad’ against these dry-like-dust
definitions. But then, my friend, you know you cannot do that. If you want
to study science you have to learn definitions. All you can do is to make an
honourable walk-out and wash your hands clean of this science business.
But with atom bombs and jet propulsion and space rockets, you would not,

perhaps, want to bid good-bye to science. It means that you are committed
to this boredom of definitions.

But despair not my science scholar. It is not so hopeless as it looks.
The boredom of definitions can be relieved by definitions. Seems paradoxical?
Not in the least, if you look atit right. Look here, what about definitions of
other-than-science subjects minted in your productive cranial factory? There
is something which is not somebody else’s, and which is not thrust upon you.
In other words, there is something which is your own—something which is the
spontaneous effusion of your intellectual suffusion.

You can begin by defining subjects. 1In science they don’t allow you to
do that because: they contend that there will be verbal inaccuracies in your
definitions which will make them useless. That means you cannot use your
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own language. Butin what I suggest there is no such restriction. The subject
of definition is what you choose, the method of defining is yours, and the
language of definition is yours too. You can choose any interesting subject
from cow-dung to chlorophyll; and you can define it any way you like, tail
first, head last or vice versa; and, the most important,in your style and diction.
That is bound to be an intriguing experiment. I myself have tried this
method and I give here-under some defiinitions I was forced to coin to combat
thei ntellectual frigidity caused by formidable science definitions :

Wife:- A life-policy taken by a man at the high-tide of his heart and
the low ebb of his reason. It collects all premiums, pays no dividends and
leaves him diffident.

Husband:- The symbol of helplessness double-bent with the weight of
the things she bought while shopping. He who attacks only to surrender,
protests only to plead and says ‘No’ only to switch on to *Yes’.

Love:- Love is the ‘Rip Van Winkle’ brand of potion which the young
drink and wake up to find themselves perched on the high peak of separation
or deposited in the deep ravine of matrimony.

Love is the celestial lake in which two hearts like two lilies float, meet,
mingle and unite. It is the language of two hearts in sympathy. It is the
life-tie that binds two souls. It is not the carnal clash of flesh. It is the
sacred sympathy of souls.

Love is the illusion of youth the disillusionment of which is in the
dissolution of the marriage conceived in love, conducted with vows and lived
somehow.

Money :- An idiot’s care.
Bus :- A moving menagerie.

Love letter:- Lies in good language written with deceitful deliberation
and read with vain emotions. The only document which a man is most facile
at writing and a woman is surprisingly willing to read any number of times
and to believe as many times.
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Marriage :- Marriage is a mirage which lures man into a mire where he

meets with and meekly yields to, a female monster and a legion of urchins, all
his escapes being barred by social barricades.

His desire earlier; later his
despair,

A Madman :- A sane man in an insane world who suffers from being a
minority.

Mother-in-law :- A mother who gives her daughter away and has her
too. A bother in all.

Brother-in-law :- The one individual whom you want to kick and kiss
at the same time.

Hen-pecked Husband:- Tho constitutional monarch of domesticdom.

Teacher:- A crusader on empty stomach carrying the heavy Cross of
education.

An Elementary School Teacher:- A group baby-sitter.

A ‘cat’:- A biped member of the feline tribe with artificial fur.

-‘Lover :- A hearty dreamer.

Lawyer :- A black-coated busybody who makes justice err at law.

Doctor :- An ingenious individual who transfers disease from your body
to your pocket.

He kills ills with pills and you with bills.
I know it has begun to bore you. But you can ward off the boredom

by coining some of your own. I hope I have shown you the way. Start
right now!

“Science Baby”.
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A Night’s Adventure

THE pale moon rose up in the heavens warning the little children and old
men to cease their work and play for the evening and make way for the silent
young lovers. But I did not heed the warning. Yes, I too am a lover! and
am in love with you Oh Queen of the night! So thinking I sat more firmly on
the garden just outside my room. But I felt fatigued and my eye lids drooped.
So I rested my head on the stones and was soon carried into the land of Fairies.

The night became all the more beautiful, The sky was strewn with
stars all over. There was the moon again tracing the path of moving silver
upon the sea. I stood gazing at the room opposite to my garden where Geetha
my good friend slept. No doubt the queen of slumber was reigning over her
then. She slept quietly breathing contentment and happiness.

The chiming of the midnight hour was the only evidence of life there
It rang clear in my ears as my gaze suddenly fell on a moving figure below
Geetha’s bedroom. Now I saw him climbing those high walls. *“What the
Dickens can he be doing there, at this hour of the night?” I thought. I ran
closer where I could watch him without being seen. He had already reached
the window of Geetha’s room and was holding the bar in his strong hands. I
saw him bend it with ease. And how he turned back casting a long fierce
glance around and his fiery eyes cast on me. I suspected that he was a thief.
Soon I scented danger. Beads of sweat stood over my brow though my blood
ran cold in my veins. I saw him clench his fist at me. I gave a cry of
dismay. The wind, whistled passed my ears and everything seemed violent
and ¢ruel. A moment passed thus. Neither he nor I moved. Then a feeling
of relief came over me when I knew his interest was centred only between
those four walls. But what could I do now? Shall I give a cry of warning?
But that is risking my life. I heard the voice within me howling ¢Self,
self, self”—and so self-love came uppermost in my mind and sealed my

lips in silence.

Curiosity tempted me to go and I peered into her room through a hole.
I saw her upon her bed already. The thief had laid his iron hands on her, as
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his eyes rested on the costly jewel that decorated her heck. All at once I
heard a wailing cry coming out of her lips as her courage failed. 1Icould bear
it no longer. I took to my heels. Scarcely a minute had elapsed before I
turned and saw the thief fling out the knife and leap out of the window. I
thought that it was quite possible that her virtue had conquered him. He
ran away in despair as though hunting for a place to hide his face in shame.

And I could see Geetha standing by the window with a triumphant smile
on her face.

I heaved a sigh of relief. My heart leaped for joy. ‘‘Geetha, Geetha”

I shouted, “Here am I. Glad you are safe!l” So saying I stretched both my
hands to her.

I opened my eyes and found my sister standing by me in the garden—
puzzled. ‘It is bad to expose yourself to the cold. Get in. You silly
dreamy girl’, she said and dragged me in.

Miss V. Shakuntala, 1 v. c,

Progress is a very recent invention. In the age of
Queen Elizabeth and William Shakespeare, men believe-
ed that the race wasin a state of chronic decay. In spite
of printing, the compass and gun-powders the earlier
was considered the riper world. Those who actually
lived through whar we have learnt to regard as one of
the most brilliant and progressive epochs of all history
regarded themselves as men of decadence. We, on the
contrary, regard ourselves as men of the dawn and the
threshold; an army in advance, not in retreat. It
remains to be seen what the judgement of future
historians will be-

Aldous Huxley.
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On Putting Questions

WONDERING a great deal why such an important and interesting subject
as ‘Putting questions in the lecture classes’ should be ignored by the able
writers of our College, I here undertake to make this subject clear to the
receptive minds of my friends. Questions, whether they are answered properly
and satisfactorily or not, are as inescapable in the class-room as they are in the
Parliament. It is only a great mind that, on hearing or perceiving anything,
thinks, reflects, doubts and questions! Is it not the reasoning power (the power
that widens the intellectual capacity of man, that enables man to establish a
superiority over the other animals) that makes one go deep into a matter and
reach the very root of it? And it is the inclination of the questioning mind,
to suspect and question anything which cannot be justified reasonably.

Though I am a poor “Questioner” I intensely admire those thinking
and protesting students, At the same time I have a feeling of pity
for the good boys who, with serious expressions on their faces, and wide-open
eyes listen or as in some cases pretend to listen to the voice that comes from
the platform.

If there is an occasion when a smile plays on their faces, it is only when
the answer-papers are distributed. For such “rank-obtaining” students often
have the privilege of standing highest in the examinations. To see their teeth
on these rare occasions is like drinking a cup of sugared milk in the canteen,
The dull rest can feel no pride in being what they are.

The need for the presence of such ‘questioners’ in a class can be realized
when it is remembered that if a college were to consist only of these ‘silent
students’ then it cannot earn a name in other than academic fields.

It might have struck the reflective minds of my friends that some
questions, relevant or irrelevant, must be ready at hand (on the tip of the
tongue) to be asked at any required moment. When the lecturer is waxing
violently eloquent one would feel it quite proper to avert his thoughts to some
remote harmless things. At such tense moments you must be keenly attentive;
and you must catch hold of any line that would lead to some question—no



On Putting Questions

matter if it is a silly one! That is just the beginning. Without any further
waste of time, gathering all courage, you—in whose sharp mind such a doubt
has flashed-ought to stand up and put a question. Sometimes a pleasant idea
might come into your head which you must never conceal. When all the
hored and impatient students sleep without closing their eyes (for they can
close their unseen-brain, but not so easily the sparkling eyes) a small and
funny question would be to them a great source of amusement, joy and diver-
sion. Even if no answer is given to it, the very asking of the question gives
some relief to them. The lecturer, if he is not in his mild mood, might see
you with a damning look for your preposterous question or he may burst out at
you. But you are not to worry much. Tt will all be forgotten after a short time.

When once you began to ask a question then somebody, who all the
while has been looking out for such an opportunity, produces another one; and

that is really good.

There is -another critical moment when a question is most needed;
when, the lecturer begins to pour down some harsh, unkind words (rightly or
not) ox a friend of yours. Whether he deserves it or not does not matter. You
must unexpectedly disclose a doubt bearing on some thing in connection with
the lesson. But beware! you must wear a serene expression; you had better
behave as if you are absolutely unaware of what has been going on around you.
Then the lecturer considers your question as being quite innocuous! Next,
turn your eyes on that victim of whom you were the rescuer. A smile would
play on your triumphant face. Wouldn’t it?

My friends, you can’t imagine how enraptured one would be after
creating room for a roar of laughter as a result of a ‘comical question’. You
must take care that your question, directly or indirectly, hurts nobody.
That is, you must have easy manners and light thoughts.

Your questions, arising from your own doubts, instincts, misunderstand-
ings, or pretended innocence, must be asked only when you get (you can
create it if you would) fine, harmless occasions. I think this is the only way
of creating occasional episodes of laughter in lecture classes. :

Gokul, mu.c,
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“I Played the Nice Boy”

I had been very early. I went to the second class waiting room. There were
a few persons and I occupied a chair by the table in the:centre of the room and
opening a magazine began a battle with the clues of crosswords. The prize
offer was huge and I had a hunch that it was meant for me. Perhaps the
surroundings of the waiting room might give me an unusual angle to the clues.
When I reached the third clue across, a voice disturbed me. “‘Is that the cross-
words you are solving?” A middie-aged man from a chair next to mine was
craning his head. Tt was he that had thus crooned. I looked at him ina
manner which must have told him very plainly that I was not particularly
pleased with his communicativeness. I threw a curt “Yes” and fixed my eyes
back on the third clue across. Then I remembered the Dale Carnegie in my
coat pocket. I told myself that I must practise the precepts in the book if 1
was to succeed in life. So I closed the magazine. At once a man put out his
hand across the table for it with an awkward smile and I gave him the
magazine. Then I turned to the middle-aged man.

He had grown grey at the temples and wore shell-rimmed spectacles.
Talking with men who know is an excellent method of enlightenment. I have
ever beleived in this. A middle-aged man must know some things. This was a
chance to increase my knowledge, to train myself the Carnegie way and well,
to beguile an hour-and-a-quarter of waiting. So [ began: «“You don’t try
crosswords, I suppose.” My curt “Yes” had put out the enthusiasm of the
middle-aged man. But now it was revived by my communicativeness and he
said, “Yes, I do. I have been doing it for a long time but with lilttle success,
I fear,” he smiled. “The same with me, Uncle,” 1 wanted to console him. The
‘Uncle’ was a winning epithet that Carnegie could not think of. Itisa
beautiful term of high adaptability. It can stand to express all sorts of uncertain
relationships and sometimes no relationship as in this case. In this respect it
can beat all other terms of relationship except perhaps the versatile “Cousin’.
Now, the wonderful effect that term produced should be enough excuse for

this digression on it.

The ‘Uncle’ had the effect. There was a glow of warmth in his eyes and
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he said, “Failure is the training for success. Try, try and try again.” I wanted to
laugh at this commonplace. But I was going to be nice, I reminded myself and
looked at him the way you would look-at a man who uttered something true
and new. “Excuse me, but your name is...... ?” ltoldhim my name. “ltis a
pleasant surprise! I am a Menon myself - Gopala Menon,” he grinned. Now,
a Menon does not give me great delight within the limits of Kerala. Never-
theless I managed to smile warmly as if I had run into him in Timbuctoo or
Tripoli. The Uncle was out to gratify my thirst for knowledge. He began;
“Now, to revert to the topic of success and failure, patience and perseverence
are the two things necessary for achievement. And those are the two things
which you don’t get in the young men of these days.” [ had a disquieting fear
whether this Uncle could have known me before by any chance. But it was
only for a moment. It was absurd. We were meeting for the first time in our
lives. “You see, they are ina hurry always; slow and steady is something they
don’t know, They are always hasty and unsteady. They want quick results;
otherwise they easily despair and give up a job on hand”. The Uncle stopped
for effect and “Quite true,” I was ready to admit. ““That is the reason for
all the uncertainty and insecurity of odr world.” He was silent for some time,
then resumed: ““You are not like them. Though you are young, you have an
equanimity that can be expected only in one of forty.” I wished that some of
my enemies heard the Uncle say this. But very quickly I recalled the funeral
of a very near one and put on a sad countenance.

The Uncle now thought that after asking my name sufficient time had
elapsed for a question about my state to look natural and unobtrusive. So he
asked: “Are you married, excuse my impertinence........ ”?” “No. I am a
bachelor still.” I told him. “Youare a young man yourself, but don’t please
be angry with me when I say that I don’t like the young men of these days.
They are anything but practical. These dreamy fellows do not realize realities.
kveryone of them can be twenty-five and can still ¢ling on to the fond dream
that a most beautiful girl with ali the good qualities desirable and considerable
wealth is waiting for him somewhere. He seems to be sure that he will meet
her some day and after a celluloidal romance get married to her - her wealth

included.” The Unecle again paused for effect. “You are most right Uncle!
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You are only understating it,” I told him. “And do you know where he
ends?”, the Uncle *was going strong at my encouragement. “Do you know
where he ends? Well, take it from me, he falls in love with good brands of
powder and lipstick tastefully displayed at the bad face-window of a flirt and
ends with marrying a second-hand female ugliness.” Here again the Uncle
paused and I did not fail to bring on a twinkle of admiration in my eyes and
second it with, “Uncle, you can talk a hellish lot well.”

22

“Or it can happen this way,” the Uncle was trying to cover a possible
alternative, ‘He gets married to a rich virago and takes sound lessons in
compromise and honourable surrender at the school of married life under that
turmagant governess, And as for his dream girl...... ?  “Well, what about the

dream girl?” I could excuse myself for being extra-curious.

“Well, she never comes. Young man, take asincere advice from a man
of the age when he should know a lot about these things: marry the first well-
brought up girl you are offered  She is domestically trained and knows how to
manage with a deficit budget. And as for beauty and other qualities of flesh
and character, you can get them in any girl. Don’t hope for much. So you
don’t have cause for great disappointment, And ultimately it all depends on

you how your wife bebaves.”

“You are right Uncle,” I bowed my head in token of admission of an
irrefutable fact ably proved by an elderly man, Sure, it had its effect and the
Unlce began to look at me more closely and with more warmth. “But look
here, Uncle,” in a very innocent manner I was trying to throw a fly in his sauce,
“where to get a domestically trained girl? The difficulty with these girls is that
they spend most of their time outside their houses. They can only help us
spend a given sum of money. Moreover, Uncle, they know cooking only in
theory.” “That is a fact, boy,” the Uncle was very sympathetie. “The good
domestically trained girl who can make both ends meet with a small income is

one in a hundred, no, five-hundred.”

We were both silent for a while. The bell went and there was a rush at
the ticket-counter. The uncle took up the dropped thread of conversation and
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said: “And the pity is you are such a nice young man, a lot different from the
thoughtless dreamy idiots one meets—Hm. I have not the heart to see you
caught in this difficulty of getting a suitable wife.” He looked steadily into
my eyes for a while and then continued. “Well, my boy, I know it is out of
sorts and bit irrational, but T will do it for you. You can ask me my daughter
in marriage.®

The unexpected had happened: Explosion as of atom bom! Shock
benumbing: It was a full minute before I realised the meaning of what the
uncle had said, 1 was a fool. T had wanted to look a nice boy and had played
into a corner, Now no nice boyishness could pull me out of it. Anyhow, I kept
my head and in as natural looking a way as I could, I remembered having left
the purse in the hotel room and got away from the uncle with excusable unce-
remonious hurry. And as I got out of the station, the disquieting thoughtthat
the old man must have seen me take out my purse and pay the porter off osten-
tatiously occurred to me. I didn’t care what the old man would think. I was
not going to meet him any more. And if by chance I meet him somewhere, I

have decided to dodge and disappear.

K P.Viswanathan, B. A,

Archbishop Temple, the late Archbishop of Canter-
bury, had no compassion on people who bored him. A
woman, sitting next to him one night at dinner gave
him a long and wearisome description of a railway
accident. Her aunt, she said, had been in the train
and though there were several people killed in the
compartment next to hers, she was quite uninjured.
*Wasn’t that lucky?”’ she asked.

“Not knowing your aunt, Ican’t say,” replied the
primate-
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Vidyaranya and Vijayanagar

THE name “Vijayanagar” evokes a thrill of pride’and exaltation in the heart
of every Hindu. 'When the Indian political horizon was overcast with dark
shadows of defeat and despair owing to repeated onslaught of Malik Kafur
and Mubhammad Bin Tuglak, the Hindu empire of Vijayanagar burst into the
ken of the Hindu and saved his soul from utter despiar and ruination.
This miracle of the foundation of the Hindu empire was rendered possible by
the fervid patriotism and political foresight evinced by the spiritual leaders
of the south. The religious saw before their helpless eyes their beloved and
venerable places of worship desecrated or destroyed by the strange Mlechhas
from the north. They resolved upon a supreme and heroic method of defending
their agelong culture with a firm and united spirit. In the face of a common
danger, Saivas, Vaishnavas, Jainas, Veerasaivas, Pasupathas and a host of
minor sects forgot their petty sectarian differences and resolved to unite and
unify the diverse population of the South for the purpose of defending and
preserving their proud heritage. As a result of their rare political vision,
the empire of Vijayanagar embraced the three southern oceans within a decade
of its founding in 1336. The heroic Sangama brothers, Harihara, Bukka,
Kampanna, Marappa and Muddappa, were welcomed everywhere as great
liberators and saviours of Hinduism; and the guiding spirit, and guardian angel
behind these warrior brothers was the great sage Vidyaranya of Sringeri.

Tradition has preserved the first meeting between the saint and the
warriors: Vidyaranya was living in the precincts of the Pampapathi temples
spending his time in meditation and study. He must have observed also the
distructive march of the army of the Crescent up and down the Deccan and
South, and felt deeply at the desecration of our hallowed places.

One day as God would have it, the five brothers, Harihara, Bukka,
Marappa and others came down to the asrama of the saint as refugees wandering
from the fury of Muhammed Bin Tuglak. These princes had lost their all in
the sack of Warangal. Hampi was a wild and rocky place, awe-inspiring to
every passer-by. There the Harihara Brothers saw a miracle. A tiny hare
was attacking a ravenous cheetah. This was unnatural and so those warriors
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thought there must be something extraordinary in such a place. On search,
they found the Asrama of Sage Vidyaranya and fell at his feet for protection,
and the sage promised them his blessings. Their heroic, dauntless valour was
allied to the profound, awe inspiring serenity of a seeker after the Absolute.
The sacred and secular forces were wedded for the regeneration of the Hindu
race, sorely dispirited by repeated defeats and spoliation by alien hands.

Who was this sage Vidyaranya? Guruvamsakavya says that he came
from the Andhra Country. But another tradition Punyaslokamanjari says
that he was a native of Kancheepuram and son of Mayana Acharya, of Bhar-
dwaja gotra. Madhava, Sayana and Bhoganath were the most learned men
of their day. Yet utter poverty was their earthly lot. One day Madhava
left his home for Benares and earned his livelihood for some time. There
the Godess Bhuvaneshwari seems to have told him that in his present life he
was not destined to enjoy the abundance of wealth. On this Madhava renounced
this world and became a Sanyasi under the name of Vidyaranya. In the Hindu
Dharmasastra a Sanyasi takes a new birth, and so Vidyaranya was now entitled
to the enjoyment of luxuries flowing from wealth. Then he left Benares and
fixed his abode near the Pampapathi temple of Viroopaksha.

The Sangama brothers were resolved upon founding a new capital and
a kingdom in the South. But where could they get the gold and silver
required for the task? The biographer of Vidyaranya says that the sage prayed
to the godess of wealth to fulfil her promise, and overnight, his room was
filled with precious metals. = The Guru distributed the money among the
brothers and asked them to build up a capital and an army.

Meanwhile Harihara had become the son-in-law of Vira Ballal 111 of
the Hoysala Dynasty and was entrusted with the protection of the new
fortress built near the temple of Viroopaksha. This was called Hosapatna.
It was made the seat of a new empire in 1336, and re-named Vidyanagari,
after the revered sage. Vira Ballal then retired to Trichinopoly leaving the
protection of the frontier in the hands of the Sangama brothers. Hoysala
Ballal died fighting against Muslims in 1346, leaving his son-in-law the sole
heir to the throne.
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After 1336, the retired ascetic became a Raja Guru, undertaking the
burdens of guiding the ship of State. The great saint exhibited rare qualities
of statesmanship and political acumen. He sent for his other brothers, Sayana
and Bhoganath and asked them to undertake the duty of his State Ministers,
while the elder Vidyaranya was content to live between Sringeri and
Vijayanagar.

Sayanacharya is one of the most revered names in Vedic learning. His
commentary on the Vedas was the first book that opened to MaxMuller the
door to Vedic knowledge; otherwise, he could not make any sense out of the
Vedas. Such was the greatness of Sayana that he was no less adept in wield-
ing the sword than the pen. He accompanied Bukka and his son Kampanna
in their conquest of Andhra and the Southern countries. His sons also
showed themselves experts in the Vedas as well as in war. One of them wrote
Sarvadarshana Sangraha, a compendium of the different schools of Indian

Philosophy.

Vidyaranya knew that the empire must be broad-based if it was to
survive. So he tried to bring together the leaders of the several religous
sects of South India. We know definitely that he was on very friendly terms
with Vedanta Desika the great champion of Vishista Adwaita and Jayatirtha,
the champion of the Dwaita School.

He sent a letter of invitation and all royal honours to Vedanta Desika,
requesting him to visit the Capital. The invitation was declined by the great
Desika in his famous poem of 5 verses known as ‘Vairagya punchaka’. But
their mutual regard was not affected by this event. Appayya Dikshita of the
same adwaita school, paid his respects to the Vaishnavite Acharya by writing
a commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya of Vedanta Desika.

Vidyaranya was also on the best of terms with Jayatirtha, the greatest
commentator of the Dwaita School. Jayatirtha would not leave his cave at
Malkhad for the splendour of the Imperial city. Hence Vidyaranya himself
went to Malkhad to confer special honours on the leader of the school of
Madhwacharya. Being greatly impressed by the commentaries of the
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champion of the Dwaita School, he took them in a procession, on the back of a
royal elephant. It is a Rare instance of mutual regard and religious toleration.

In this connection, there survives a tradition among the followers of
Madhwa that Vidyaranya was worsted in a philosophical contest by Akshobhya
Tirtha, the guru of Jayatirtha. They quote a vese as evidence sfamT Feaafaan
aEstafat | faened wgod s afefse.  They forget another tradition with
the followers of Advaita School which says that Akshobhya was shaken like
a leaf in the storm by the great muni, st siraamm frenoat wgmfa:.  In the
biographies of Sri Vedanta Desika, it is recorded that he was asked to umpire
in the contest between the two and he decided in favour of Akshobhya Tirtha.
But this is a very late biography written in the 17th century.

Vidyaranya’s contributions to the splendour of the empire requires to
be briefly noticed. He continued as the adviser till 1387. Having been also
elected to the pontificate of Sringeri, he had to spend his time mostly in his
religious capital. According to inscriptions, he was visited by the victorious
Harihara brothers, in 1346 and 1361; and for a half century he was truly their
guide, philosopher and friend. He wrote numerous books and commentaries
jointly with his brothers, Sayana and Bhoganath, Vedabhashya, Kalajnana,
Parasara Madhaviya, Pancha Sati and numerous others exegetical works.

Vidyaranya showed by his active crowded life that asceticism is not
incompatible with active politics. On the other hand it becomes a saint’s
religious duty to uphold our dharma when it is in dire peril.

V. Raghavendra Rao, M. A+, L. T,

A policyholder had died, and aninsurance inspector
called on the widow with the cheque- He was a rather
heavily built man, and when he sat down on the chair
indicated by her, he burst an air-cushion on it.

The widow, to his horror, gave way to a terrible
flood of tears- His offer to replace the cushion did
nothing to lessen her grief.

“A new one will never be the same!” she sobbed.
**My poor, dear husband blew that one up with practi-
cally his last breath”.
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NO other controversy in our educational and academic sphere has created so
much furore and prejudiced thinking as the debate over the medium of
instruction in the different stages of our educational system. Like almost all
questions that demand a precise and permanent solution, the language question
has confused many and annoyed all. One at least expected the voice of the
academicians to be unanimous; but no, they have contributed their mite to
make the issue more involved and complex.  Neither has the national
government succeeded in laying down a clear-cut policy in regard to the pattern
of national education. About the medium of instruction the men in the
government seem never willing to agree. Their cotradictory statements have
made matters worse Now in the political field not much harm will be done
if things are left in a convenient state of flux, for, by their very nature
political attitudes must be ever-changing. But academic problems are diffe-
rent, They should not lend themselves for long to whimsical experimentation
by academic and political bureaucrats. Something positive has been achieved
already in the earlier stages of our educational system by laying down a definite
policy of instruction through the regional languages. When we remember that
a time was when heated debates raged round the question of making our own
languages the medium in the secondary schools, we can understand better the
wounded feelings that are expressed and prejudiced arguments that are raised
when the University medium is being discussed in this country. The failure
of the Osmania University to make Urdu the medium of instruction in the
University classes is held out as a warning to all. The efforts of a few North
Indian Universites to offer instruction in Hindi and Marathi are always
derided by the purist who prefers the English tongue to his own.

Historically speaking, the purist who cannot tolerate to see University
standards being ‘denatured’ by contact (or is it contamination?) with the people’s
own language, is perhaps in the right. We have been educated in this “world-
language” for a long time now. QOur leaders and thinkers, our scientists and
administrators, are the product of our “English” Universities. Our Universities

* A paper read at the University Section of the South India Teachers’ Conference, Msngalore,
May 1953. '
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are geared to teaching and learning only through English. That helps our
men to attend international conferences where they bless the world through
the English language. We have been in the forefront everywhere. Our men
and women have presided with distinction over important political, cultural,
and judicial bodies. Would such achievements have been possible without
the aid of English and education through English? asks the Anglo-phil in our
Universities It issheer folly to eschew this encyclopaedic language and replace
it with the mother-tongue where one has to start literally from scratch.
Against these powerful arguments the language enthusiast has nothing to offer
except the plain truth of nationalism and language patriotism. The principle
that the mass must be educated in the mother-tongue was accepted when the
regional languages were made the medium of instruction in the secondary
stage. Here then must all reforming zeal and patriotic fervour cease; and
the language lover would be treading dangerous ground if he attempts to enter
the portals of a University. Let him not corrupt the sanctity of the aplce by
his unholy and surely, unsuccessful, endeavours. Let him not beguile suscep-
tible youth which is ready to take up any new fancy waved before it. The
academician stands firm and puts his foot down on any proposal seeking to
upset the status quo. For, a change from English to anything else, he is
sure, would be tragic and suicidal.

I have tried to put this argument in the prevailing temper so that we
may know clearly what we are contending with. When we are about to
reconstruct the question and also its answer from a new angle, it is obligatory
to distinguish the ideal from the practical. It must be certainly admitted
that English has come to stay amidst us for quite a long time to come inspite
of the exit of our English masters, for it has the power to survive under the
worst conditions and against powerful challenges. Let us not forget that it
is owing to slow, undramatic and evolutionary developments that English has
made its home in our shrines of higher learning and the hearts of their high-
priests. We should not deny the strength of our opponent if we ourselves
happen to be weak, for in a clean and fair ficht we shall be knocked out even
in the early rounds. Moreover it is necessary for us to understand the reasons
for the dynamic vitality of the English language and draw our inspiration
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and methods from the same. To derive the maximum advantage from a given
historical situation is a mark of wisdom. We know that a mere stroke of the
pen in the hands of our education ministers can suddenly alter the state of
affairs and fulfil our hopes. But the hard test comes soon afterwards. How
are we to fill the gap left when English is removed overnight from our
Universities?

I shall not linger over the usual difficulties that confront a University
educationalist when he attempts to make the regional language the medium
of instruction in Colleges, Our national language cannot stand comparison
with well-developed English which produces hundreds of books on every branch
of learning and literature every year. Producing our own books as well as
suitable technical terms is not an easy task even though we have Dr. Raghu-
vira’s monumental work available for the purpose. The soundness of intro-
ducing uncommon Sanskritic terms into the different languages of South India
can be reasonably questioned, for many of the latter languages possess neat
native terms of their own demanding early compilation. Neither can we
dilate on the difficulties of learning the English language because we are
considering the question as it affects an advanced stage of education where
such disabilities have been successfully overcome. For example, even the
most difficult scientific principle is explained in easy English. We do not
require a knowledge of difficult Milton or Shakespeare for that. But it can be
suggested at this point that the mother-tongue would equally capably deliver
the goods without much ado. If the subject is not easily comprehensible, say
like Einstein’s theory, of course the mother-tongue might not help in
understanding it! But neither does English help.

Sometimes I feel that ubiquitous politics is playing its meddlesome role
here also. The non-violent revolution which brought us freedom has left
many a national spirit restless. People who like clean sweeps can never
appreciate a peaceful transformation which leaves them amazed and abashed,
The desire latent in their hearts which normally would have asserted itselfin
the political sphere, now seeks fulfilment in other regions. Overvaulting
national sentiment has to find some outlet or other. It manifests itself in
the agitation for linguistic states and in the growth of language fanaticisms.
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Total national energy, by itself and in its proper place a very wholesome
content, now dissipates itself in agitations and controversies. The Govern-
ment of India and the States’ governments as well, have fanned the flames of
discontent by their shifting educational policies. New India stands badly in
need of decisive policies in many spheres, but none so urgently as in the field
of education which is the bed-rock on which the structure of Indian
Renaissance must be built.

We can divide the problem of the medium of instruction into three diffe-
rent stages and formulate policies suited for each stage. In the short term,
extending till 1965 or near date, English might be permitted to continue.
Nothing need be done to disturb the place of honour which it has occupied
till now during this period. In the second period, national sentiment in
the various regions will be too strong to resist and English may be forced to
quit its monopoly position while still having the opportunity to compete with
the regional languages. Ultimately, in the long period, because of the
dwindling number of Anglo-phils in our Universities as also because of the
growing strength of the regional languages, Euglish will have left the country
altogether leaving the field clear for us. This final consummation shall be
brought about not through empty slogans, nor through unfruitful committees
and conferences, but by organizing the language enthusiasts and encouraging
‘them to contribute works in their respective languages. It must be admitted
that as long as English occupies the present high position, it will act as a drag
on such endeavours. A definitive policy of the Government and the active
co-operation of our Universities would help the growth of the mother-tongue
to that point where it can take over charge from English and fulfil the edu-
cational task laid upon it. The poor growth of literature both in fact and
fiction in the regional languages is not a little due to the awe-inspiring presence
of English in our midst. But it can be stated with confidence that the
prospect of a change in the medium will accelerate the production of books
necessary for university education. The government of a Welfare State must
surely be able to give liberal aid to our educational industry. Intelligent men
are a greater asset than the many giant factories we may build. Lack of
finances should not deter us from a line which we know will take us to our
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goal. The intensive educational methods adopted in Germany and the Soviet
Union in recent times are good illustrations of what a sincere educational
policy can achieve in a span of twenty or twenty-five years.

But let us not be carried away by ideals. It is true that with a
common medium like English all over the country the whole of India lies at
the feet of a new university graduate. The desire of many parents to provide
University education for their off-spring is engendered by the lure of good
jobs either in the government or outside. As long as the University degree
remains a passport to employment— and it is bound to remain so far many
years to come - the problem of employing the University-trained youth in
productive occupations will always be worrying us. It may even become
more acute owing to the restricted field of opportunity available within a
particular linguistic region. Hindi is offered as a panacea at this juncture but
I am afraid, Hindi is not less foreign than English to millions in the South.
The best state policy is to work for the economic development of the country
by regions, so that most of the graduates produced in a region could be
absorbed there itself,

The final success of the regional medium, however, depends on the
economic progress of the various regions in the country. A decentralized
federal state is the best alternative to the calamitous monolithic states of the
West. Hence our economic and social development must proceed regionally.
Each region must be self-sufficient to a degree, Suitable places of gainful
employment must be found for the University men in the particular area
itself. The modern centripetal tendency which draws the bulk of our educated
young men to the huge cities must cease. It is wise policy to keep the
educated men in their respective places so that the benefit of their higher
learning may permeate the masses, thus tending to upgrade the cultural level
of our nation. The ugly and unhealthy gulf between the University men
and their less fortunate brethren will be covered up only when the regional
language assumes its rightful place in the context of progressively developing
linguistic and regional units. We should be able to appreciate better the
usefulness of the regional language from this national view-point, We shall
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not forget that a country’s Universities thrive only in the context of national
resurgence. Otherwise, they will remain the ivory towers that they are now
unrelated to the main current of national life. It is the inevitable force of
history rather than the opinionated men of the Universities that decides the

momentous questions of a period. In this, the case of English is weak and

will weaken further as time passes. As English weakens, our tongues certainly

gain, but not unless we strive by dint of hard labour to make our regional
languages almost perfect substitutes for English

Jar Hinp!

K. S. Haridase Bhat, . a,

Moonlight on the Sea-Shore

The sea was placid and calm
While the moon rose upon the palm
Q’er the cocoanut trees bending so low
Theit feathery leaves waving slow.
The foamy waves welcomed the moon
For, she had not risen too soon.
As she peeped through the cloud
Which has covered her like a shroud;
Then the fishermen with their hearts so light
Walk through the ribbon of moon-light.
They thank the sea-God for his mercy wide
For, they live by the wealth of the tide.

P. Meera Nayak, 1 U, C,



Visits of Candhiji

“Him I call a Mahatman, whose heart weeps
for the poor............... Service of humanity should
be the motto of this age. Give shelter to the house-
less, console the wretched, and awaken the potential
divinity in man. This is the way to serve the country
and do some permanent good’’.

Swami Vivekananda.

IT was in the year 1939 or so. The whole of Udipi town was astir.
Streets and houses were beautifully decorated and thousands of citizens
from far and near were rushing to Ajjarkad-grounds. Gandhiji was to come
that day at 11 A. M., to the holy town of Udipi and also address the citizens.
A beautiful pandal was being erected at the centré of the vast play-ground
and Congress Volunteers had lined up the roads to receive the Mahatma.
The Police were also guarding the streets with lathis in their hands.

On either side of the road, people had thronged in thousands in order
to have a glimpse of the great Patriot. I still remember, how some of our
neighbours carried carpets to sit on the ground, despite the hot sun above.
Many people were present as early as 8 A. M. even.

All schools were given a holiday to enable the students to see the
Mahatma. We were very much delighted to join the huge crowd, as we used
to do during the famous Paryayam Festival of the Temple of Lord Krishna
of Udipi. Greater crowds had gathered to see Gandhiji.

Mahatmaji was to be reccived by Congress-workers in the house of one
of the prominent-workers, that day. It was just behind the present Radio
Tower at Ajjarkad. My elder brother had agreed to take me there only on one
condition, that I would never for a moment leave his hands and go elsewhere
and get lost in the surging crowd. He knew the owner of that house well
and so we could get sufficient space to sit and, wait for Gandhiji.
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I was thinking within myself:-*“Who is this person called the Mahatma?
Why do they call him so? Has he got anything special with him, that makes
people call him so? Any how, let me see”.

By that time, it was 11 O’clock, and from a distance, we heard the
crowds cheering:—~ “Vande Mataram! Bharat Mata Ki Jai! Mahatma Gandhi
Ki Jai!” Their voices rent the air I felt quite thrilled, for, after all the
Mahatma was coming! We rushed to have a glimpse of him.

In an open car, with folded hands, Mahatmaji was standing and greeting
the crowds on either side of the road. The car was coming very slowly and
was surrounded on all sides by the volunteers, with their white caps and the
Congress flags attached to them. Gandhiji was standing there with his broad,
unforgettable smile with only a Khaddar shawl to cover himself. The pocket
watch was hanging down from his waist. 1 was wondering how simple a man
he was, yet, the whole country was calling him a Mahatma! To a boy of ten
years, the ideals of simplicity and sublimity do not impress much. He wants
something grand to see. But when Gandhiji got down from the car, I
could not contain myself, and joined my voice with the crowd: “Mahatma

Gandhi Ki Jai”!

Yes, he came down and was conducted into the compound of the house
where he was to be received. Gandhiji was profusely garlanded. I was
standing just a yard away from him. I was all eyes and was looking at him
intensely from head to foot. Just near by, on a beautifully covered table,
in a big silver tray, a huge heap of peeled oranges was kept. He was asked
to accept them. In one hand be had his walking stick, He just took one bit,
and laughingly ate it. That’s all. He never took more. ‘The hunger of
the Mahatmas must be limited’, I thought within myself,

Again he entered the car and was conducted to the pandal, amidst loud
cheers. Thousands of men, women and children were waiting for him. He
climbed up the high dais, and then sat with his legs folded behind as we
generally see him in his characteristic posture, in his photograph.
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He spoke to the people in English and somebody translated the same
into Kannada. I don’t remember having seen any microphone that day, for,
electricity had not come to Udipi. The translator’s voice was quite loud
and could reach even far off corners. People were all listening to Gandhiji,
in pin-drop silence. I don’t know what exactly Gandhiji spoke that
day. It must be something connected with Indian independence. Yet,
I was very much impressed by that function and the ovation the people gave
to their beloved leader.

Gandhiji had a miraculous power and a message to his nation far and
wide. Wherever he went, people thronged to hear him. The stir he created,
and the fight he carried on against the strong, powerful foreign rulers, and
its final success in bringing India independence—are all great things he did
to raise up a sleeping country like ours,

% * *

It was October 2, 1953. Gandhiji was lying down on the floor in
a room. Others were also there. People were going to have his darshan, in
crowds. He looked as if he was indisposed. A small beard he had on his
chin and looked quite pale and tired. I entered the room and saw him. He
could not be recognised quite easily. Yet, I found that it was Gandhiji himself.

I asked him:- ““When shall we have Ram-nam? Today or tomorrow?”
Turning to my side and fixing his gaze at me he replied, “Today itself”.

I woke up. It was only 5 O’clock of the early, cold morning. I could
not believe it to be a mere dream! It was so live and true! Suddenly, I realised
that it was October, 2, and Gandhiji’s birthday! O, God! I have seen him
again on this happy day! How green is my memory of that dream even today!

That very evening I went to the Swamiji of our Ashrama, and
requested him to allow us to sing Ram-nam that day. He gladly agreed.

And that evening we chanted ‘Raghu-pathi Raghava Raja Ram.................... \
beautifully. It was a happy day I spent.
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Yes, Gandhiji loved Ram-nam. He saw, like Swami Vivekananda,
his God in the poor and the untouchables and struggled hard to ameliorate
their miserable conditions of life. ‘‘Service to humanity is service to God,
and service is its own reward” he used to say.

Gandhiji’s ideals of selfless service and freedom of man were great and
indeed it was his heart full of feelings for the down trodden masses of India
and his undaunted spirit and self determination in the fight for his country’s
freedom, that made him a Mahatma, the Great Soul.

C. K. Kumath, B.sc., 8. pharm.

The Duke of Wellington, when he was very old
and incredibly distinguished, was telling how once, at
mess in the Peninsular war, his servant had opened a
bottle of port, and inside found a rat-

“It must have been a very large bottle”, remarked
a subaltern.

The Duke fixed him with his eye. *“It was a damned
small bottle”.

“Oh”, said the subaltern, abashed, *‘then no doubt
it was a very small rat”’.

“It was a damned large rat’”’, said the Duke: And
there the matter has rested ever since.



The Proposed American Aid to Pakistan®

IT is singular that man should falter again and again, although he knows too
well that he is heading towards a fall—a fall from which vindication is
hardly possible. The past wars have brought out the great truth that man
can prosper only if he aspires for peace and leaves no stone unturned to reach
that goal of peace. How deplorable it is to talk of war and military aid,
when the bitter experiences of the past are still staring in our face!

Pakistan, a country which has hardly seen its seventh birth-day, is
already following a path that will ultimately ruin that country. For, after
all, what is this American aid, but a clear indication of the aggressive designs
of America? She wants to have many puppets in the East so that she may
make the best use of them in her attempts to check the growing power of
Russia—her mightiest adversary. In outward appearance, America is merely
putting on the garb of peace; but where should peace come from when there
is a lack of mutual understanding and co-operation among the nations of the
world? The leaders of a nation, whether of Pakistan or America, can only
deliver lengthy speeches and mouth platitudes about world peace and unless
they are infused with a sincere and true aspiration for peace, real peace is only

a chimaera.

Asia has always been the ground of wars, for the western countries
have tried to drag in as many countries as possible into their orbit. But the
spiritual courage or the moral light of Asia has proved that the opulent
countries will cease to exert any influence over the problems concerning Asia.
They have tried to reduce them to a state of political bankruptcy. The
different nations in Asia fought amongst themselves in the past and made the
path clear for the Western invaders, who, after gaining some ground in the
East, made themselves strong by spreading mutual discontent among these
countries. And now, again, there seems to be an attempt on the part of
the Western Powers to have the nations of Asia under their control and thus
reach their goal by extinguishing the influence and power of Russia.

* Awarded First Prize in the HEssay Writing Competition held in connection with the

College Day celebration.
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India by herself has no belief in violence. She has declared her
avowed allegiance to peace and non-violence. In addition to her policy of not
getting entangled in the snares of any power-block, either America or Russia,
she has also a sincere hope to see that her sister countries are not influenced
by the sinister influences of the world at large. When this is her policy, it is
hardly to be wondered at, if she shows an aversion to the behaviour of
Pakistan. The military aid to Pakistan enhances the immediate chances of
a third world war. The Prime Minister of Pakistan is not aware of the spirit
of Asia when he says that the military aid will make the country strong and
that a strong country is an asset to Asia. He is ignoring the brotherly advice
of Pandit Nehru. He is deliberately misconstruing our Prime Minister's
words as an interference with the internal matters of Pakistan He forgets for
a moment that India is anxious to see her neighbour prospering and contribut-
ing to world peace. He takes it for granted that India is jealous of Pakistan.

Pakistan is, perhaps, meditating over the idea of annexing Kashmir
with the aid of the United States. She has fallen into the wily snare of
America, for America has no thought of giving Kashmir over to Pakistan, but
wants to turn Kashmir into a battle-field. History has shown that haste
does not pay in international politics. If today, Pakistan contemplates the
recovery of Kashmir with U. S. military aid, indeed she is in a fool’s paradise.

When even ordinary economic aid compels a country to be under the
obligation of the ‘Alms-giver’ it is apparent that through military aid
America is demanding complete subordination of Pakistan, In other words,
military aid is a way of spreading American influence in the East which
is already fed up with such influences.

Pakistan is following a path that may lead her into trouble. The

sooner she realises her grave folly the better it is for her own security and
also for world peace.

P. Chandrashekara Rao, 1v.c.
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Man, The Unknown"

PROTOGORAS said long ago that “Man is the measure of all things”, but it
is only of late it has dawned on us that “the proper study of mankind is man”,
No doubt, the history of human thought reveals a continuous adventure of
man to know himself in his varied manifestations and activities, but the im-
portance of the study was not so much stressed as in the Twentieth Century.
Now, man stands fairly on a high level of knowledge of things subjective and
objective. The subjective sciences such as Psifchology, Ethics, Aesthetics,
and Logic have tried to unravel the personal side of man. But there have
been impediments in their way of progress, mainly due to the elusive,
non-material nature of their subject matter, the “Self”. The objective sciences
of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geology, Astronomy, etc., on the other hand,
have fairly satisfactorily advanced, and their revelations of the secrets
concerning the mettle of man, and of the things that surround him near and
far, have been more exact and concrete, which again depends upon the nature
of the subject of investigation. The microcosm and the macrocosm of the
physical (and physiological) universe have been explained by the Quantum and
the Relativity Theories of Physics. Standing in the middle of the Twentieth
Century man is commanding such a vast knowledge as no one who lived before
Bacon could ever dream of. But Dr. Carrel says without any reservation that
still the knowledge of man about himself is regrettably meagre. And it is
difficult to deny. Man remains unknown-— or, is he unknowable?

“Man, The Unknown” is a challenging book, which simply says that for
all efforts made in that direction the ‘Real Man’ has eluded the grasp of
the inquirer; or is that the other way about—the inquirer has not tried to
understand the ‘Real Man’? Here is a book, whose charm, lucidity, force and
authority of arguments grip the reader so tightly that he can hardly escape
whole-hearted conversion, whatever point of view he may have. The book is
a result of constant and prolonged study of man by an eminent intellect making
contacts with geniuses and men of information, trying to bring about in his
own life a synthesis of the knowledge of man as seen from various angles of

* Review of Dr. Alexis Carrel’s “Man, The Unknown” adapted into Kannada by Sri U. L. Acharya
and Sri K. S. Haridasa Bhat, both on the teaching staff of the College.
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existence, “The Science of Man’—the formulation and systematization of thls——
is the cherished ambition of the great author of this great book.

A synthesis of the various aspects of knowledge concerning man has
been the endeavour of men since the days of Aguste Comte, the father of
modern Sociology. But at a time when it has been realized that Sociology’s
synthesis has been but a poor conglomeration of various subjecis, the emphasis
laid down by Dr. Carrel to renovate the methods of the Science of man, is
very significant. That the various accounts of special sciences, though exhaus-
tive in themselves, will not provide the true picture of the real man, and that
man is something more than the sum of his parts, is a timely warning to those
specialists who believe that they are contributing a great deal towards human
progress. The seventh chapter of the book is gripping in that sense. The
knowledge of the individual sciences taken in itself does not, or may not, serve
to ameliorate the conditions of the living. A suggestion, for instance, by Bio-
logical Science, if taken seriously and applied to actual life, say of a eugeine
point, may bring about unthought of consequences which degenerate life
rather than rejuvenate it. It has been the general defect of modern civilization
to have pursued the method of specialization in fields of life where im-
provement is the aim, This has resulted in the material advance of one side
of man to the utter neglect of the other. To cite only a few instances: By
providing a motor car, modern civilization has deprived man of his natural
exercise, that is, of walking. The substitution of artificial food to natural diet
as a result of sophisticated ideas of getting more protein is a new thing to
the human organism, which in its attempt to digest the new food might
gradually forget its natural functions, The air-counditioning of houses and dwell-
ings has freed man from fighting against the inclemencies of weather. What
a funny idea to conduct Olympiecs in an indoor air-conditioned stadium! These
are but a few occasions when we are unknowingly inviting degeneration of our
organisms, This, in simple, is the violation of the Natural Law. Dr. Carrel
warns us that the organism cannot go on with impunity. He reiterates the
Lamarckian ‘use and disuse’ principle of organisms and warns us against
the impending danger of extinction. Instead of assuring a full and healthy
growth for man, modern civilization is offering him a stunted organism and
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personality, An all-sided application of our knowledge to the facts of life, and
careful attention towards those which bring about a balanced physical and
spiritual personality, provide the clue to the message that Dr, Carrel leaves us

in his book.

Dr. Carrel is an empiricist, who does not believe in vitalism of any sort.
Body and Soul are not antithetical, much less do they belong to independent
and separate spheres. It was an error of Descartes to have believed in these
abstractions. They are not heterogeneous. The entire human body is the
substratum of the mental and the physical energies. The physical and physio-
logical analysis of man does not reveal, anywhere, the existence of a
non-material force being the moving-power. The tissues, the humours, the
glands and the nerve cells are all physical; and the mental changes can be
explained in terms of physico-chemical actions and reactions. Consciousness
is just the function of the brain, which is just a packet of nerve cells. Thought
is the offspring of the endocrine glands as well as the cerebral cortex. The
“Elan Vital’ of the Vitalistic Philosophy of Bergson, accordingly, is not an
“operational concept” and hence, does not lie within the experimental ﬁelfi,
thus rendering itself meaningless. The third, fourth, and the fifth chapters
of the book leave us in no doubt about this. And we feel at home with Dr.
Carrel when he acquaints us with every detail of the changes of the world that
lie concealed beneath our skin. The chapters “Body and Physical Activities”
and “Adaptive Functions” contain such a fund of information about our physio-
logical conditions that after reading them one feels he is as good a medical
practitioner as any who knows his trade.

The philosophical concept of ‘Duration’—a very vague term in that
region—has been most clearly explained with reference to the physiological
changes of organism, in the chapter “The Inward Time”. “Duration”, a term
occuring in the Vitalistic Philosophy of Bergson, gathers a concreteness in this
chapter, which gives-an impression of the practical atiitude of Dr. Carrel in
interpreting things. It is interesting to see that Dr. Carrel accepts only that
portion of Bergsonian philosophy which helps his thesis, and completely
discards the problem of ‘Elan Vital’, the crux of what Bergson has said.
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There is Purpose in this universe, and unconsciously our human organism
has accepted it, and in each adaptive activity of the human organism, external
and internal, there is the proof of this. Introduction and acceptance of teleo-
logy in the chapter on “Adaptive Functions’ bring into the scheme of the thesis
a philosophy which attracts rather than repels us.

The failare of man in his political life, and failure in the educational
field are largely due to the misconception that all men are created equal, with
no distinction of sex, nationality or age in their political and educational
careers, Dr. Carrel disproves this equality theory of man and says with autho-
rity that individuality is the mark of each man, and that none is identical with,
or equal to another, “Human beings are not found anywhere in nature.
There are ouly individuals”. “Individuality constitutes an essential charac-
teristic of each component part of man’s organism. It remains virtual in the
fertilized ovum, and progressively unfolds its characteristics as the new being
extends into time”. It is a warning to the builders of modern civilization who
so often forget, or do not know, the difference between individuality and
universality. The standardization of men with regard to their skill and aptitude,
of their education, has no biological foundation. Political and social
scientists and educationists, being ignorant of these facts do more harm to
men than good in spite of their sincere effort to improve life. This, again, is
the violation of the Natural Law. “Life always gives an identical answer when
asked to trespass on forbidden ground. It weakens. Civilizations collapse”,
The chapter on “Individual” is full of significant instruction concerning us,

The last chapter clears doubts, if any, about the renovation of man.
We may think at times seriously of the impossibility of getting out of the rut
of our Industrial Civilization, and the wrong sense of values it has inculcated
so methodically. Dr. Carrel comforts us by telling that the very science
which has deluded us into wrong paths can lead us into right paths, if only we
rightly understand it. “Evil is not irreparable”, he says. His optimism is both
inspiring and timely.  “Intellectual culture, moral courage, virtue and
audacity have not completely waned, and we are not altogether lost to Satan.
The flame is still burning”!  But doubts may continue to assail us. How can
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we rejuvenate life? Transformation of the modern methods of life and think-
ing, and the substitution of empiricism to metaphysical abstractions are the
solutions suggested. This may well inaugurate a new era when we come to
realize that our energies are not sapped out, that our ancestral potentialities
still exist in the germ-plasm; and that the hopes of regeneration are not in vain.
Thé new era will remake on man the firm foundations of a synthesized know-
ledge concerning man—a synthesis that was not tried earlier. The new
knowledge will not tear asunder the body and soul, which God has put together.
They are inseparables which give man his individuality and uniqueness. When
Dr. Carrel suggests ““medicine” to be that synthesizing science, he appears to
place a premium on his subject, but it is not unwarranted, for it seeks to
comprehend the subjective and the objective sciences, Psychology and
Physiology, within one sweep.

The book instils in an Athesist awe, which slides him into ‘belief’,
whatever may be its kind. It tickles the professional philosopher, thus
bringing him down to the busy edge of life from his abstract chamber of
thought. He might find no way of reconciling the absence of the non-material
‘moving agency of life with the presence of purpose in life in Dr. Carrel’s thesis.
And he might have logical objections to concede to more than one point of Dr.
Carrel. Who can satisfy a Socrates or a Kant? Yet, the book suggests a
modus vivendi of life agreeable to an Atheist and a Believer, a Philosopher
and one who is not.

. The need for such books is indeed great to-day, and books of such type
written in one language must be made available in all other languages for the
benefit of those who can’t understand the original. Translations of such books
not only enrich that language into which they are translated but import
into the field significant ideas. Ideas are universal and languages must
disseminate them as widely as possible.

Kannada literature has not only grown in width but has gained in
depth of information by the efforts of the translators, Sri U. L. Achar and
Sri K. S. H. Bhat. The Kannada people, as a whole, are grateful to them

for the fine work and service they have done.
K. B. Ramakrishna Rao, B. A, (2ons,)
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ONE of the main reasons for the progress of Japan has been the importance
given by the rulers to education from about the 18th century. The presant
educational system modelled largely upon the methods adopted in the West
was introduced as early as 1872, During the period of the Meiji Restoration
when the progress of Japan began, compulsory elementary education
was introduced by opening a large number of Elementary Schools throughout
the country to be attended by children of both the sexes without any distine-
tion of class. The rulers decided that ““Henceforward all education shall be so
diffused that there shall be no ignorant family in the land and no family with
an ignorant member”. The country was divided into 8 sections, each of which
was to have a University established within its borders to form the nucleus
of the educational system. Each of thesc University areas was divided into 32
smaller sections with a Middle School in each. Again this middle school
section was divided into 210 elementary school sections. A liberal policy was
followed and emphasis was placed on developing individual ability and creat-
ing a habit of voluntary study; but, in the last few years it has undergone
some change with the gradual growth of extreme nationalism and militarism.
Since 1947, after the American Occupation, anew Educational Law was put in to
force at the suggestion of the American Education Mission that was despatched

by the Government of the United States. The present system provides for

6 years of primary, 3 years of Lower-secondary, both of which are compulsory

and free, 3 years of upper secondary and 4 years of collegiate education.

Facilities for research after graduation are also provided for. In the Upper
Secondary Classes there are two sections: one, the college preparatory course

and the other, the vocational course. Those who do not desire to go to college
‘take up the vocational course in various crafts and trades. The entire system

of education is controlled by the Board of Education, the members of which

are elected once in 6 years under adult franchise.

They are responsible for
prescribing the textbooks, for utilising the moneys provided in the Budget

for education, selecting the teaching personnel, and supervising educational
research and other matters pertaining to primary and secondary education
throughout Japan. There are over 500 colleges in Japan of which nearly
half are private and these provide education to nearly 414 lakhs of
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students and maintain about 60,000 professors. 3,000 Senior High Schools
providing for 23 lakhs of students, maintain 1,34,000 teachers, .and 12,000
Junior High Schools providing for 50 lakhs, maintain 1,95,000 teachers.
There are as many as 21,500 primary schools which are being attended by 111
lakhs of students with 3,26,000 teachers. In all, there are 45,900 educational
institutions with a student population of 202 lakhs, nearly one fourth of the
total population of Japan. The number of boys and girls are more or less
equal at the elementary and Junior High School stages where attendance is
compulsory. But in the Senior High Schools, 4% lakhs of girls attend the
colleges. People in general have realised the importance of proper education. .
They associate themselves with the schools very closely and there are Parent-
Teachers’ Associations which take up the responsibility of properly maintaining
the schools. School buildings are spacious and well ventilated and often we
can find attractive buildings in villages. In the lower classes along with
the 3 R’s, music, drawing and manual training are also taught. Lessons on
plants, soils and animals are so arranged as to bear on agriculture, forestry
and location of industries. In the higher classes facilities for advanced studies
in agriculture are available.

All students in Japan wear uniforms. There are different uniforms
for primary, lower secondary, upper secondary and University students. The
boys in lower classes are clean shaved and the girls have to get their hair cut
in a particular style.

During the summer vacation the students are taken for excursions to
lakes, hot springs, mountains, historical places and industrial centres. The
students of High schools and University colleges do not fight shy of spending
their holidays with families of fishermen and farmers. Each student will fix
up in advance a suitable place and will stay as a paid-guest for a month or
two when he will work with them and enjoy his holidays with them and some
students work in factories too! Before the war, Japanese students used to
go to Germany for advanced studies. However after the war they prefer
the United States. In 1951 there were over 1,500 Japanese students studying
in U. S. A. of whom 383 were girls. There are a number of scholarships
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available to the students. One out of every 15 students in Senior High
Schools and Colleges receives scholarships. Most of these are received from

the Japan Scholarship Foundation which gets aid mainly from the Central
‘Gevernment.

There are special Universities for women and here the important faculty
is Home Economics with Departments for Child Study, Food and Nutrition, and
Related Art (Housing & Clothing). There is an International Students’ Home
in Tokyo maintained by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry for
the overseas students who come to Japan to study. At the time of our visit
there were three Indian students of whom one from South Kanara was study-
ing ceramics. Another was from Bangalore studying Engineering and the
third was from Travancore-Cochin studying Fisheries. These students are
mvited by various Industries and Associations with a view to acquaint the
former with the progress made by the Japanese industries.

The Japanese use the Chinese script, which is the most difficult script
in the world with over 10,000 letters! It is a peculiar seript which is very

difficult to learn. The learning of the script enables every Japanese to have
some sense of art.

The Japanese are very fond of books and are great readers of books.
Thousands of books are annually published in the country. The book-stalls are
always crowded. The libraries—thousands of them — scattered through the
length and breadth of the country are centres of pilgrimage to the average
Japanese. Reading appears to be more sacred to him than religion. The
number of pictorials, weeklies and daily newspapers produced in J apan is very
large. These provide infinite variety and are of a very high order. Growth
of Japanese literature and journalism has been greatly encouraged by the
prevalence of a single language in the country. Japan is a country of one
language and no communal barriers. Their sense of nationalism opens our

eyes wide to the sad lack of the same in our country, They are not given to
complaining but work incessantly for their country,

T. Ramesh U. Pqi_.



Mahatma Gandhi Memorial College, Udipi.
ANNUAL REPORT: 1953-1954.

Read by the Principal on the Fifth College Day: 12th Feb. '54.

My. Pais, Ladies and Gentlemen,

FIVE years have passed since this College was established, five years of rapid
growth and let me add, hard and devoted service to the youth of this town and
the district, I have great pleasure in reading the Fifth Annual Report of the
College for the academic year 1953-1954.

I. Courses and Strength.

With the opening of the B.A. Degree course at the beginning of the
current year, the College is now a First-grade College. The B.A. class was
inaugurated by the Hon. Mr. A. B. Shetty, Minister for Public Health, on June
30, 1953, under the presidentship of Mr K. Sadananda Hegde, m.A., B.L.,
Member of Parliament. On the same day, our sister institution, the Kasturba
Medical College was also inaugurated by the Hon, Minister, thus marking the
realisation of the strenuous labours of Dr. T. M. A. Pai to have a Medical
College in the district. The public of this district owe a deep debt of gratitude
to Dr. T. M. A. Pai for his vision and enterprise, and by founding three edu.
cational institutions, the Manipal High School, our own College and the
Kasturba Medical College, he has rendered unforgettable service to the youth
of the country and added to the fame and reputation of Udipi.

The College at present offers only the Economics group under Part IIT
of the B.A. Degree course. In the Intermediate, no new courses were
opened this year.

The strength of the College at the beginning of the year was as follows: - -

Junior Intermediate 219
Senior Intermediate 192
Junior B.A. 39
Senior Inter (Part time) ... 9

459
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The present strength of the College is 450, 9 students having withdrawn
in the course of the year, We have 47 women students on the rolls, The
Madras University was good enough to accord permission to increase the seats
in Physics and Chemistry from 128, in 1952.1953, to 144. As usual there was
a heavy rush of students to the Science groups, particularly in Gr. II (Natural

Science, Physics and Chemistry), while the number of applications for the so-

called Arts courses was comparatively small. The chief reason for this seems

to be that both parents and students believe that science courses offer better
prospects in future life for the latter in such professions as medical and engineer-
ing. But the systematic starving of the Arts courses in our Colleges is
something which cannot but be regarded as harmful. Another reason for this
rush for science courses is the present system of secondary education which
makes no provision for any kind of specialisation. I do not want to refer to
the general poverty of standards among the vast majority of students who seek
~ admission in our Colleges, but it must be admitted that large numbers who join
our Colleges possess neither the intellectual matarity nor academic aptitude to
benefit from the teaching which is imparted in the College. This problem has
assumed enormous proportions, and it has been rendered more complex and
difficult because of the fact that when our students come to the University
class, they find everything strange and bewildering since the courses in the
University have no organic relationship with what they have learnt at school;
the medium of instruction is English in which the standards have been rapidly
deteriorating in our schools in recent years; and lastly, a large majority of our
students are too young and immature either to adjust themselves to the new
demands of College discipline and work or to derive any substantial benefit
from the instruction given. I do hope that the problem will be satisfactorily
solved by the State and the University, and in this connection, I may be per-
mitted to refer to the suggestion of the Secondary Education Commission that
an extra year may be added to the present secondary course in order to
train our students better for the demands and responsibilities of College life.

2. Staff:
There were a number of changes in the Staff during the year. Messrs

M. V. Narayana Rao and C. S. Narayanan, both of the English department, left
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the service of the College at the close of the last academic year. Two new
lecturers in English were appointed at the beginning of the year, Miss Therese
Lewis, M.A., and Mr. H. K. Ramachandramurti, M.A. Two new Tutors in the
department were also appointed: Messrs. G. Ranganathan, B.A., and K. P.
Vishwanathan, B.A. With the opening of the B.A. class and the creation of the
Department of Economics in the College, Mr. V. Raghavendra Rao, M.A.,L.T.
retired- Professor of History & Economics, Mysore University, was appointed
Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department in June, 1953. An additional
lecturer in Kannada, Mr. B. N. Achar, m.A., L.T., joined our Staff in June, and
Mr. V. Balakrishna Iyer, m.sc., joined the Natural Science department as
additional Demonstrator in July. I am glad to report that the Management
adopted from the commencement of the current academic year the revised
scales of salaries prescribed by the Madras University for different categories
of the Staff, and in persuance of this, Mr, P. Gopalakrishna Bhat, Tutor in
Sanskrit, was promoted as Lecturer.

3. Our Distinguished Visitors

We had as usual a large number of distinguished visitors who visited
the institution and took keen interest in the working and progress of the

College.

June, 1953: Principal R. Krishnamurti of Pachaiyappa’s College;
Principal Kallukaran of Tellicherry and Prof, Shankararaju
of Madras University Commission.

Sri Swami Adidevanandaji of Mangalore Ramakrishna
Asrama who unveiled a portrait of Swami Vivekananda in
the Ramakrishna Memorial Hall.

The Mon’ble Mr. A, B. Shetty, Minister for Health, who
inaugurated our B A. class and Mr. K. Sadananda Hegde,
M.A,, B.L., M.P,, who presided over the function.

Dr. B. H. Padmanabha Pai, m.p.

July, 1953: Father Lemonde, Professor, Institute of Social Service,
Poona.
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August, 1953:

September, 1953:
&
October, 1953.

November, 1953:

December, 1953:
January, 1954:

Mr. K. Suryanarayana Adiga, B.A., B.L., Chairman,
Mangalore Municipality who inaugurated our College
Union; Dr. N. Mangesha Rao, Principal of the Kasturba
Medical College, who inaugurated our Science Association;
Mr. P. R. Nayak, 1.c.s., Commissioner, Bombay Corpo-
ration, who inaugurated our History and KEconomics
Association; and Mr, Kayyara Kinjanna Rai who inaugu-
ralted our Langunages Association.

The Hon’ble Dr. M. V. Krishna Rao, Minister for Edu.
cation; Mr. S. C. G. Bach, regional representative, the
British Council and Mrs. Bach; and the Hon’ble Mr. C.
Subramaniam, Minister for Education and Finance.

The‘H()n. Dr. KailasaNath Katju, Home Minister, Govern.
mehifof India; Dr.H.Venkatakrishna Udupa,m.A.,M.8C.PH.D.
of tl{e Electro-chemical Institute, Karaikudi; Mr. Somanna,
m. p. from Coorg; Swami Yatiswaranandaji and Swami
Adidevanandaji of Ramakrishna Mission; Mr, Henry E.
Niles, Deputy Director U. S, Technical Co-operation and
Mrs. Niles; the Hon’ble Mr. K. Venkataswami Naidu,
Minister for Hindu Religious Endowments.

The celebration of Kavi Muddana and Kalidas jayanthis
brought us a number of famous Kannada writers such as
Messrs Kota Sivarama Karanth, Hurli Bhima Rao, Kaden-
godlu Shankar Bhat, and Prof. B, H. Sridhar.

Prof. N, Kasturi from Mysore.

Their Holinesses Sri Swamiers of Sri Admar and Phalimar
Muits; Kumari P, Seethammal, ~Principal, Government
Arts College, Mangalore; Rev. Antonio Armio from
Philippines; Mr.T. R. Subba Rao, Mr.M.S.Ekambara Rao
and Mr. M. S, Madhava Rao; Messrs Frank F errelley and
Tait of the Commonwealth Trust; Mr. K. Sadananda
Hegde, m.p., Messrs. N. G. Joshi, m.sc. LL.B., K. Shiva-
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shankar, Principal, Law College, Bangalore, and Moksha-
gundam Krishnaswamy, M.A., LL.M., of Dharwar, members
of the Karnataka University Commission; His Eminence

Valerian Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay; Mr. S.D.

Srinivasan, M.A., President, Indian Life Assurance Offices’
Association, Calcutta; His Holiness Sri Vibhudesha Tirtha
Swamier of Sri Adamar Mutt, Mr. Molahalli Shiva Rao.

Other distinguished visitors such as Dr. M, N. Pai of Belmont Hospital,
London, Dr. M. V. Ramanamurti, Director of Medical Services, Madras, and
his successor Major Sangam Lal, Mr. S. Njjalingappa, President, Karnataka
Provincial Congress Committee, Mr. P. M. Nayak, 1.c.s., Mr. L. C. Pais, M.L.A.,

Dr. M, Kesava Pai, Mr. M. P. Pai, 1.c.s., Mr. V. S. Kudva, Dr. M. R, Ananta Pai
also visited the College during the year.

4. A Brief Survey of the Work of the College
(a) General
I am glad to report that the tone and discipline of the College were

excellent throughout the year, and we had no serious problem of discipline to
tackle.

(b) University Examination Results

We sent up 121 students for the University Intermediate Examination
held in March, 1953 and out of them 67 secured complete passes, including 32
First classes, Our results in the Science groups were excellent and a majority
of First classes were from these groups. There were a large number of
distinctions in various subjects and the percentage of passes in individual
subjects was high.

(c) College Hostel

More students applied for residential accommodation in the College this
year than in the previous years, but we could not admit all of them. The
present strength of the Hostel is 39. The temporary Hostel now housed in the
B. A. Block can accommodate only 24, and we had, therefore, to rent a private
building near the College to accommodate the rest. This arrangement is not at
all satisfactory and I hope that it will soon be possible for us to construct a
suitable Hostel Block and quarters for the Warden, so that there might be
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closer supervision of the life of our resident students. As Warden of the
Hostel, I am doing my best to make frequent visits to the rooms of the
students and in this I am helped by three Deputy Wardens, Messrs V. S. Jacob,
U. Srinivasa Upadhyaya and M. Visweshwar Rao to whom I am thankful for
the help rendered. With certain prospects of students from outside Udipi and
even the district seeking admission to the College, I feel strongly that a sepa-
rate Hostel block capable of accommodating at least 50 resident students is an
urgent necessity. The College Canteen is very popular and supplied after-
noon lunch at cheap rate to day-scholars, and on an average the Canteen
caters to about 125 students for their aftermoon lunch every day. The
Hostel and the Canteen are both run directly under my supervision and I am
thankful to Mr. P. Narayana Iyengar for looking into the daily accounts and
thus lessening to a comsiderable extent my burden in the running and super-
vision of the Canteen. I strongly believe that a well-organised Hostel can
have considerable influence in heightening and refining the tone and atmos-
phere of a College and adding to its usefulness in the training of the youth, and
hence I fervently appeal to the public to extend their help and material sup-
port to enable the Management to construct asuitable Hostel Block. The
problem is urgent, as from the next academic year, the present B. A. Block
where the temporary Hostel is housed has to be used for the B. A. classes and
departmental rooms.

(d) Academic work and College Examinations:

Work in the class-rooms went on smoothly throughout the year, and
I am glad to report that there was no dislocation of work on account of mem-
bers of the Staff leaving in the middle of the academic year, as it happened
last year. Frequent tests and regular Term examinations were held, and pro-
gress reports were sent regularly to parents.

(e) Medical Inspection:

The medical inspection of the men students was conducted by our
Medical Adviser, Dr. K. L. Aithala, M.B., B.s., and of women students by
Dr. Miss E. Lombard, M. 0., of the local Basel Mission Hospital. The general
health of the students was goed, and such cases of defective health as were
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pointed out by the doctors were promptly referred to the parents, and it gives
me pleasure to report that many parents have co-operated with us in placing
their wards under further medical attention. The University wants that the
College should have a full-time medical doctor to be on the Staff of the
College for closer supervision of the health of the students, and the matter is
receiving the attention of the College Management. I am very grateful to
both Dr. Aithala and Dr. Miss Lombard for the keen interest which they have
taken in connection with the medical examination of our students, and I am
specially thankful to Dr. Aithala for the readiness and promptness with which
he responded to our call whenever there was a need and for the sacrifice of
time and energy which he made to be of help to us.

(f) The Coliege Library and Reading Room

I am very happy to record that our Library is growing rapidly and this
year, with the opening of the B A. class we added a very large number of
books to the Library. The number of additions made this year is 810 at a
cost of Rs. 5656 —8 —0. With the rapid expansion of the library, we find
that the space allotted now is becoming insufficient, and the management is
considering seriously a proposal to extend the Library premises behind the
present Hall, by putting up roofs and walls over the empty spaces and
converting them into two additional spacious rooms for books and the Reading
Room. . We printed for the first time a full catalogue of our library books at
the beginning of the year; and propose issuing supplements every year, as a
printed catalogue can never remain uptodate. There is a proposal to introduce
the card catalogue; and we hope to start work on it as soon as possible. The
Reading Room supplied with nearly 80 journals and periodicals is very
popular and if I may say so, is one of the best College Reading Rooms in the
State. We are grateful to many ladies and gentlemen for kindly presenting
books to the Library, and my thanks are specially due to Mrs. Girijabai Kamath
for periodical presents of good books to the Library through her husband,
Mr. M. Vittal Kamath, B.A., B.L., one of the valued well-wishers of the College.
I am also thankful to the authorities of the British Council and the American
Embassy and Information Service for a number of good books and periodicals
which they supplied to us free of any charge. Among those who have
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presented books are Mr. T. A. Pai, Mr. C. K. Kamath, and Dr. U. Ananthayya.
I wish to express my heart-felt thanks to all of them for their thoughtful
generosity, and hope their example will be followed by others.

(¢) Science Laboratories:

With the increase in science students this year, we had to indent for
additional equipment especially for our Physics and Natural Science laborato.
ries, and we spent an amount of Rs 13657—1—0 towards this during the
current year. From next year, our capital expenses will be considerably less
on our laboratories except for replenishment of chemicals and a few replace-
ments. The equipment available in our three science laboratories has gratified
a number of visitors and I am glad to say that we owe a deep debt of gratitude
to our Trust for readily sanctioning the purchase of all that we require. Our
Natural Science Museum is steadily growing and we have recently started an
aquarium, naturally on a small scale, and I trust that soon we shall have a

very good and valuable museum as an adjunct to our Natural Science depart-
ment.

(k) Games and Recréations:

A number of new courts for ring-tennis, basket-ball and other games
were put up this year, and special facilities are provided to women students in
the matter of games. There is however a general complaint that our students
do not take as keen interest as expected in physical culture activities. The
main reason, I think, is that most of them are physically exhausted by the
time they finish their studies in the college in the evening. However, our
compulsory physical culture classes were fairly well-attended. A considerable
number of our students, I must say in fairness to them, did take keen interest
in games and sports, although I regret to say that unusually this year, our
Athletic Association has not been able to score any triumphs in open and
other tournaments, except in the Ladies’ Tenni-coit tournament in the
Republic Day events this year. We sent up our teams to the Inter-Collegiate -
games tournaments in cricket, football, basket-ball and volley-ball; but
unfortunately we were defeated in the very first round in all of them, OQur
boys however did well and showed laudable enthusiasm in the intra-mural
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tournaments which were carried on successfully. In the field and track events
both our boys and girls evinced keen interest, and the Annual Sports Meet
which we held on the 10th was, on all accounts, the most successful which
we have held during these five years. I am grateful to Dr. K. P. Anandan,
M.B., B.S., M.SC., of the Kasturba Medical College for presiding over the Sports
Meet and distributing the prizes to winners. I am a keen believer in sports as
the most valuable means of character-building among the youth, and with the
assistance of our Physical Director whose interest in his department is so great,
we wish to do all that is possible to increase our students’ interest and enthu-
siasm for Physical Culture. I am grateful to Mr. Somasundaram for his
assistance and to the Secretaries and Captains of the various games, for their
fine co-operation. Let us hope that the coming year will witness the triumphs
which we have missed this year.

A portion of our play-grounds nearly 3 acres was levelled early in
August with the help of the bull-grader placed at our disposal by the Agricultu.
ral Department, and we propose to convert it into a cricket field. There are
proposals to build a Stadium on the grounds which will be an amenity which
we urgently need. The levelling of the grounds cost us Rs. 660/-.

(/) The College Magazine:

We published one issue of “The College Chronicle” during the year in
English and two issues of “Paraga” in Kannada. The get-up of these hand-written
and type-written productions and their contents have been greatly appreciated.
OQur Third number of the College Annual was published in August this year,
and as usual was beautiful and sumptuously got-up and received praises both
from the Press and the general public. I hereby convey my thanks to the
members of the Editorial Board, and chiefly to my colleagues, Messrs B. N.
Achar, K. S. Haridas Bhat and H. K. Ramachandramurti for their keen
interest in these activities. The fourth number of the College Annual has
just gone to the Press and we hope to release it sometime in May, 1954, I
must also express my appreciation of the excellent work which the Manipal
Power Press is doing for us in the matter of printing our Annual.
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(7 College Associations and related activities:

The following Associations were at work during the current year: (1)
The College Union; (2) The Economics and History Association; (3) The Science
Association; (4) The Indian Languages Association; (5) The Athletic Association;
(6) The College Players and (7) The College Social Service League. I shall
not weary you with a detailed report of the working of each of these Associ-
ations, except to say that our Associations were active and did very good work
during the year, and that we had many distinguished speakers to address us
at various times, One important step we took this year was to hand over the
management of the College Union to representatives of the students themselves
who elected their own President. This experiment has been a fair success and
I hope that this additional responsibility of running their own Union will go a
long way in inculcating among the students and their representatives a high
sense of responsibility and provide opportunities for increased team-work and
constructive and healthy organisation. In addition to the routine meetings, we
celebrated Nehru’s birthday, Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday, the Independence
and Republic Days. Another notable feature was the three-day celebration in
November of Kavi Muddana and Kalidasa jayantis, The celebration was a
great success and the Indian Languages Association has every reason to be
proud of this achievement. We want to make this celebration a regular
annual feature in the College. The College Union has an excellent record of
having held nearly 20 meetings, perhaps a record in the brief history of the
College—and it also held a successful and interesting Mock Session of the
students Indian Parliament, and organised an excursion of the B. A.

to Karkala and Moodbidri—an excursion which was enjoyed very well
by every one.

The Staff Club under the secretaryship of Mr. D, N, Somasunder, B.SC.,
was organised on a more stable basis this year and I am glad to report that it
held a number of discussion classes and symposia during the year, and is
subscribing for a number of journals and papers of interest to teachers, out of
the subscriptions it levies from members of the staff. These gatherings of
teachers were made more enjoyable by delightful dinners and tea-parties and
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there is plenty of enthusiasm among our staff to further enlarge the activities
of the Club. At the end of the third term, the Staff Club organised a delight-

ful excursion to Indrali, an ancient temple surrounded by picturesque wood-
land scenery.

(k) Other Activities:

The Canara Banking Corporation Library of the College was formally
declared open by His Holiness Sri Swamier of Pejavar Mutt on 23—1—54.
We express our gratitude to the Directors of the Bank for their gemerous
donation of Rs. 10,000/- towards the purchase of books for the Library.
Another hall, the Physics Lecture Hall, was formally declared open by Mr. S.
D. Srinivasan on the 8th Feb., 1954. This Hall has been constructed out of
the handsome donation which the Canara Mutual Assurance Co., Ltd., has
given to us, Rs. 14,000/-. The function was presided over by His Holiness the
Swamier of Adamar Muit, and at each function we had the pleasure of having
in our midst the directors of the respective organisations to all of whom we
extend our gratitude.

(1) Scholarships and other concessions:

The Annual Haldipurkar Scholarship donated by the Directors of the
Canara Industrial & Banking Syndicate, Ltd., of the value of Rs. 150/- was
this year awarded to Subrahmanya Acharya of 1. U, C,

Five fresh awards of Central Government scholarships were made to
our students this year, in addition to 2 renewals, The total amount under these
scholarships is Rs. 3386/-. Five students were in receipt of scholarships
awarded by the State Government, and one woman student has been awarded a
special scholarship of Rs. 20/- per month in addition. The total amount to be
disbursed under these scholarships for the whole year is Rs. 756/-. From the
Harijan Welfare Department, 10 students are in receipt of residential and
non-residential scholarships of the total value of Rs. 1226—15—0. 64 siudents
are receiving half-concessions under Rule 92 of the Madras Educational Rules,
and 59 students under Rule 32 of the Grant-in-Aid Code. The Sri Pejavar
Swamier Sanskrit scholarship has been awarded for proficiency in Sanskrit at
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the last University Examination to K. Paramananda Rao. The value of the
scholarship is Rs, 60/-. The M. G, M. College Studenis’ Co-operative Stores
awarded Rs. 65/- as a scholarship out of its profits this year to Krishnananda
Hegde of III U. C. The University of Madras Goschen Memorial Scholarship
has been awarded to Govardhan Kamath, ITI U. C.

I am glad to report that we have received the following endowments
out of the interest of which prizes and scholarships are to be awarded to our
students every year:—

1.

Mr. T. A. Pai, B.cOM., M.L.A. has created an endowment of Rs. 100/-
in shares for the award of a prize in Kannada in memory of the

late Mr. N. S. Kille.

He has also kindly donated Rs. 500/- in shares in the Canara
Industrial & Banking Syndicate, Ltd., and out of the dividend on
the amount every year some deserving student or students are to be
assisted in buying books, Out of this amount Rs. 334—6—0 was
donated by him as his personal contribution of 25% of the amounts
collected through donation tickets by our students this year. This
amount, collected by our students, amounted to Rs. 1374/ and the
largest amount collected was by Shrimati Shambhavi of the Junior
Inter and the Correspondent’s prize announced for the highest
collection has therefore been awarded to her.

His Holiness Sri Vibhudesha Swamier of Admar Mutt has kindly
endowed Rs. 200/- out of the interest of which a prizeis to be
awarded for the writer of the best essay during the Muddana
Jayanti Day celebration every year.

Mr. S. D. Srinivasan, Manager and Actuary, The National Insurance
Co., Ltd., and President of the Indian Life Assurance Offices’ Associ=
ation, who recently visited the College has endowed Rs. 200/- to the
College out of the interest of which a prize is to be awarded to the
best student in Mathematics of the Junior Intermediate. He has
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been good enough to send a separate amount of Rs. 10/- as the
cost of the prize during the current year.

5. Mrs. Girijabai wife of Mr. M. V. Kamath, B.A., B.L., has donated
shares of the face value of Rs. 200/ in the Canara Banking Corpo-
ration Ltd., out of the dividend of which two prizes are to be
awarded at the English Essay and Elocution Competitions each year.
The prizes are in memory of Mr. Manjunath Sona Kamath and Mr,
Kochikar Mudlagiri Pai, respectively.

6. The Principal has donated Rs. 200/- out of which shares in the
Canara Industrial & Banking Syndicate Ltd,, will be purchased for
the annual award of a prize in memory of his father, the late Mr.
H. Rama Rao, to the best student who comes out successful in the
University Intermediate Examination every year. The prize will be
awarded from this year,

(m) Donations to the College:

We received this year 70 shares of Rs. 10/- each from the Soathern
India Apex Bank, Ltd., towards the endowment of the College. The Directors
and members of the Canara Mutual Assurance Company, Ltd., gave this year a
further donation of Rs. 2000/- in the shape of shares to be added to the College
endowment fund. It has just been announced that the Directors of the
Canara Industrial & Banking Syndicate, have made a further donation of

Rs. 5,000/-.

I express my deep gratitude to all the above ladies and gentlemen and
Directors of the various companies for their generosity. Our own students
made voluntary collections to the College, amounting to Rs. 1374/. and I
express my deep sense of appreciation of their love for their alma mater. 1
am particularly happy to announce that by a further donation to the College
this year, Dr. T. M. A. Pai’s personal contribution has now been raised to
Rs. 40,000/-. We are deeply grateful to our beloved Correspondent for

his magnificent generosity.
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(n) Gifts to the College:

()
(0)

I acknowledge with thanks the following gifts to the College: —

Portrait of Swami Vivekananda presented by Mr. C. K. Kamath
of Vizagapatam.

Rev. Brother Andrews for his gift of a portrait of Jesus Christ.
Mr. T. R. A. Pai for his gift of a portrait of Arobindo Ghose.

The British Couneil for their beautiful gift of about 40 portraits
of English writers which now adorn our Library Hall,

A Medal for the best sportsman of the year by Mr. C. K, Kamath,
B.Sc., Vizag.

Mr. T. A. Pai, for his gifts of several beautiful portraits of our
national leaders.

Messrs Amrutanjan Depot, Bombay, for their handsome gift of a
costly wall-clock for our Library.

The Maha Bodhi Society, Banares, for their gift of three beauti-
ful portraits of Lord Buddha.

Mrs. Kunhi Kannan for her gift of an oil painting of our beloved
Correspondent Dr. T. M. A. Pai.

Messrs Uberoi Ltd., Coimbatore, for their gift of five handsome
cups to be presented on the Sports Meet.

The Allied Sports House, Udipi for their gift of cups for sports.

Messrs Sequeira Brothers, Mangalore for their gift of a beautiful
revolving chair to the Principal—which has been placed by him
in his office.

Presents of books for the College Day by Messrs T. R. U. Pai;
V. Raghavendra Rao; U. L. Acharya, M. Visweshwar Rao; our
teachers; our student, Chakrapani Udupa; and others.

A beautiful landscape painting by Mrs. S. Kunhi Kannan.

Portraits of Swami Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda and Sri
Sharada Devi by the Senior Intermediate Women students.
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Government Grants:

Last academic year we received an annual teaching grant of Rs. 14,134
and this year an advance teaching grant of Rs. 7000 has so far been received.
We also expect very soon, before the end of March, an equipment grant of
Rs. 10,000/- on the laboratory equipment purchased last year. I am also
happy to report that it is understood that the Government of Madras on our
repeéted appeals, have sanctioned Rs. 25,000/- as additional building grant
and we expect the amount to be disbursed soon.

Endowment:

The College endowment with the Madras University amounts to
Rs. 2,54,060— 0—0. With the donations received up to now, we expect to very
nearly complete the endowment of Rs. 3 lakhs by the end of March, 1954,
There is still a balance of Rs. 2 lakhs to be deposited with the University, as
additional endowment for a first-grade College. I take this opportunity of
appealing to the general public and parents of the students and other well-
wishers of the College to strengthen the hands of the Management, so that
their task in maintaining this great educational institution from year to year
be rendered easier. After all, this institution belongs to all the people of
Udipi and the district and it is their duty to come to the aid of the Manage-
ment so that this College which has already made a name for itself be helped
to grow from strength to strength.

General:

I am glad to report that the College received its telephone connections
at the beginning of this year and was electrified about a fortnight ago. The
cost of wiring was contributed mainly by the collections of the women of
Udipi who collected last year a sum of Rs. 1334 —7—9 to which was added a
sum of Rs. 46/- collected by the students of the College. I express my sincere
gratitude to all the women of Udipi who have helped us, particularly Mrs.
Prema A. Pai, who took a lead in this matter, Mrs. S. Kunhi Kannan, who will
shortly perform the switching-on ceremony of the lights, and Mrs. Manorama
Acharya, without whose help and work, the electrification of the College
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would not have been possible. I am glad to say that the College has also its

own stage equipment for the first time in its history so that to-day our
entertainments will be held in front of our own curtains.

Conclusion:

It remains now_ for me to thank all those who have helped me to do
my duty to the College and serve the students under my charge. I owea
deep debt of ‘gratitude to the members of the College Trust, who have helped
me and encouraged me at every step, and without whose confidence and
affection, I could not have discharged my duties as Principal with any amount
of success. I thank all my staff—both teaching and Office staff—for their
fullest co-operation in my work. I must express my gratitude to the public
for their sympathy and encouragement. To-day, we have in our midst an
eminent and good man of our district, Mr. L. C. Pais, B.A., B.L., M.L.A., to
preside over our College Day. I thank him sincerely for his readiness in
accepting my invitation to come here in the midst of his pressing duties, and
preside over to-day’s function. He has done us a great service, and all of us,
the management, staff and students owe him our sincerest gratitude. I must

also thank Mrs. S, Kunhi Kannan for readily agreeing to switch on the electric
lights this evening.

H. Sunder Rao.

The officer of engineers in charge of constructing a
road through a swampy section ordered a lieutenant to
take 15 men and get on with the job. ‘‘Colonel”, the
lieutenant reported later, “the mud is over the men’s
heads. We cannot get through”.

“Nonsense!” roared the officer. ‘‘Make out a re-

quisition slip for anything you need and I'll see that
you get it”,

A few minutes later, the lieutenant laid this memo.
randum on the colonel’s desk:- ‘“Need 15 men 18 feet
tall to cross a swamp 15 feet deep.
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SRI MUDDANA AND KALIDASA JAYANTI1

Sri Hurli Beema Rao unveiling portrait of Sri Muddana

Sri Kadengodlu Shankar Bhat, President, speaking,



KARKALA AND MOODBIDRI EXCURSIONS

At Moodbidri Basti.

Some of the exquisitely carved pillars ot the
Jain Basti —Moodbidri.

A light incident on the way.



College Annual Report

Report of the College Associations, 1953-°54.

College Union:

Governor: Mr. H. Sunder Rao, M.A., Principal

Deputy Governors: Mr. K, S, H. Bhat, M.a. & Mr. H, K. R. Murti, M.A.
President: Mr. T. Ramamohan Hegde, 11 U. C.

Secretaries: Mr. Raghuram N. Pai, 11 U. ¢. & Mr. Bhoja Shetty, K. 11 U. 0.

14th August, 1953: Sri K. Suryanarayana Adiga, B.A., B.L., Chairman,
Mangalore Municipality, inangurated our College Union. He spoke on
“Students’ responsibility in a Democratic State”. Mr. Hegde presided over
the function and Mr. Raghuram N. Pai proposed the vote of thanks.

15th August, 1953: Independence Day celebrations: Dr. T. M. A. Pai
presided over the function. Dr. U. 8. R. Pai distributed the prizes to the
competitors and a musical performance was also held. Mr, Bhoja Shetty pro-
posed the vote of thanks. Mr. K. Padmanabha Pai hoisted the National Flag.

4th September, 1953: Mock-Parliament Session, with Mr. T. Ramamohan
Hegde as Leader of the House; Mr. Raghuram N. Pai Deputy Leaderof the House.
Mr. M. L. T. Fernandez as Speaker of the House and Mr, Stanislaus D’Souza as
Leader of the Opposition.

11th September, 1953: The Hon’ble Dr. M. V. Krishna Rao, Minister for
Education, Govt. of Madras, visited our College. Mr. H Sunder Rao, Principal,
presided over the meeting. On behalf of the students Mr. Raghuram N. Pai
presented a purse containing Rs. 151/- towards the Godavari Relief Fund to
the Minister. Then the Minister addressed the Union. The subject of his
speech was Indian culture. Mr. Hegde proposed the vote of thanks.

22nd October, 1953: An extra-ordinary meeting in connection with the
visit of the Hon’ble Mr. C. Subramaniam, Minister for Finance and Education,
Govt. of Madras, who talked at length on “The values of discipline”. Mr. K.
Padmanabha Pai presided over the function. Mr. Hegde proposed the
vote of thanks.
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24th October, 1953: U. N. O. Day celebrations: Mr. T, A, Pai, M.L.A.,
presided and spoke on “U. N. O. and its duty”. Mr. K. S Haridas Bhat, M.A.,

also spoke on “The ideals of U. N. 0.”, and Mr. Hegde proposed the vote of
thanks.

17th November, 1953: Mr. M. Sommanna, M. P. from Coorg spoke to
the members of the Union about Nehru’s Leadership in India and the world.
Mr. Hegde proposed the vote of thanks. Dr, U. S. R. Pai presided over the

function.

24th November,1953: The visit of Hon’ble Mr. K.Venkataswami N aidu,
who in his address tried to bring home to the students the importance of

religion. Mr. Raghuram N. Pai proposed the vote of thanks. Mr. T. A Pai,
M.L.A., presided over the function.

3rd December, 1953: Special condolence meeting on the passing away
of Sir B. N. Rao, Judge of the International Court of Justice.

4th December, 1953: Debate on C. R’s New Education Scheme.

11th December, 1953: An extra-ordinary meeting of the Union at
which Mr. K. Nijalingappa, President of the K. P. C. C. and a member of A. I.

C. C. spoke on “Communalism in India”. Mr. Bhoja Shetty proposed the
vote of thanks.

8th January, 1954: Mr. T. R. U Pai, a leading business-man of Udipi,
addressing the Union, narrated his experiences in the Far Eastern countries.

Mr. H. Sunder Rao, presided over the function and Mr. Raghuram N. Pai
proposed the vote of thanks.

26th January. 1954: Republic Day Celebrations: Flag Hoisting and
Speech by Sri H. Sunder Rao, Principal, at 8-30 a. m.

Sth February, 1954: College Union arranged a trip to Karkal and
Moodabidri. The trip was a great success, Mr. V. Raghavendra Rao and
Miss Therese Lewis were kind enough to accompany the students,
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Languages Association:

President: Mr. H. Sunder Rao, M.A., Principal.
Vice-Presidents: Mr, P. Narayana Iyengar, M.A., & Mr. M. K. G. Panikker, B. O. L.
Secretaries: Mr. Chakrapani Udupa, M. 1t U.c. & Mr. Raghunath Shetty, 11 U.C.

28—8—’53: Inauguration: Sri Kayyar Kinhanna Rai spoke on
Grammar and Literature. Principal H. Sunder Rao presided. Dance by
Vasanth Kumar & Party.

23—10—"53: Talks by students on “Student Life”. Subjects: Our
culture, the art of Drama, Works of Premchand, etc. Sri B. N. Achar presided.

19—11—'53: Sri Kota Shivarama Karanth. Sub: “Nature in Kannada
Novels”. Principal H. Sunder Rao presided.

Literary festival.

3—12-—-53: (1st Day Muddana Jayanthi) Unveiling the oil portrait
of Muddana, donated by the students, 1953 —1954 by Sri Huruli Bhima Rao
of ‘““Kanteerava”, who spoke on Muddana’s life and work. Sri Shanker Bhat
Kadangodlu of “Rashtramatha” presided. Sri Thekkunje Gopalakrishna Bhat
spoke on Ramashwamedha, Kavya Vachana by Sri 5. K. Sripathi Acharya
and Srinivas Rao, B.A., L.T., and Drama ‘Bahadur Ganda’ by the Players’
Association.

4—12-—53: (2nd Day: Kalidasa Jayanthi) Sri Kowlagi Sheshacharya
presided. Sri B. H. Shreedhara spoke on ‘‘Kalidasa and his works. Kavya
vachana: by Sri M. Rajagopalachar. Drama: ‘Nachiketa” by the Players’
Association.

5—12—"53: (3rd Day) Principal H. Sunder Rao presided. Sri Kota
Shivarama Karanth spoke on “Birth and Progress of Kannada Literature”.
Violin recital by Sri Manjunathayya & Party. Drama: “Nakme-dum” by
Players’ Association.

8-—12—53: Sri N. Kastoori, M.A , B.L., spoke on ‘Kastoori Thilakam’
Principal H. Sunder Rao presided.

22—~1-'54: <Harikatha Kalakshepam’ by Sri Bhadragiri Keshava Pai.

29—1—'54: (Valedictory) Sri T. R. Subba Rao spoke on “Modernity
in Literature.”. Principal H. Sunder Rao presided.
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Economics & History Association:

President: Mr. H. Sunder Rao, M.4., Principal
Vice-President:  Mr. V. Raghavendra Rao, M.A., B.T.
Secretaries: Mr. W. B. Alva, 111 U.C. & Mr. J. Fernandes, I U.C.

1. The Economics & History Association was inaugurated by Sri
P. R. Nayak, Mm.a., 1.C.s., Commissioner of the Bombay Corporation, on.20th
August, 1953 who spoke on “The Economic Problems of India”.

2. On 13—11 ’53 Mr. Ramachandra Bhat, B.A., B.L., gave a thought-
provoking lecture on “United Nations and World Peace”.

3. On 23—11—"53 Mr. Henry. Niles, Director of American Technical
Co-operation delivered an address on *“American Technical Co-operation”.

4. On 23—11—"53 Mrs. Mary Cushing Niles spoke on ‘““Women’s
responsibilities in America”.

5. On 30—1—"54 Mr. K.Sadananda Hegde, Mm.p., delivered an interest-
ing address on “India’s Foreign Policy”

Science Association:

President: Mr. H. Sunder Rao, m.A., Principal.
Vice-President: Mr. U. L. Acharya, M.A., L.T.
Secretary: Mr. Raghupathi Sharma, 11 U.cC.

7—8—-1953: Inaugural address by Capt. N. Mangesh Rao, M B., c.M.,
F.R.C.S., D.L.0., Principal, Kasturba Medical College, on the contribution of
Pure Sciences to Medicine.

30—~10—1953: Dr. K. Mohandas Pai, B.sc., M.B., B.S, spoke on
Tuberculosis, the White Scourge.

10—11—-1953: Dr. H. Venkatakrishna Udupa, Mm.A., M sc., PH.D.,

spoke on Science & Technology in America. The Association organized a trip
to Cannanore, Kanhangad and Mangalore.

Players’ Association:

President: Mr. H. Sunder Rao, M.A., Principal.
Vice-Presidents: Mr. B. V. Achar, M.A., & Miss U. N. Shalini, M.A.
Secretaries: Mr. Shivarama Bhat, K. 11 U.c. & Srimathi Vatsala, P., 111 v.c.

1. “KISA GOWTAMI”—Kannada Drama for the benefit show of
the “Andhra Relief Fund”.

2. “Seetha Svayamvara”—Harikatha programme by Keshava Pai, B,
I U.C. on 12—8—1953,
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3. “Bahadur Ganda” —Kannada Drama by the boy students on the
occasion of ““Muddana’s day”. 3rd December, 1953.

4. *“Nachiketa”—Kannada drama by the students on the occasion of
““Kalidasa Jayanthi”. 4th December, 1953.

5. “Naak-Me-Dum” Hindi Drama by the boy students on the
occasion of “Sahithyothsava”. 5th December, 1953.

6. “Hana-Haddu” —Xannada play: 12—2--"54.

7. “A Modern Comedy of Errors”—English play by the Lady
Students; 12—2—"54.

8. “Vardhanti”—Kannada play: 13—2—"54.
9. ¢Ankh-me-Dhul”—Hindi Play: 13 —2--"54.

Athletic Association Annual Report, for the year 1953-1954.

President: Sri H, Sunder Rao, M.A., Principal.
Vice-President:  Mr. D. N. Somasunder, B.sc., Dip, in Phy, Ed.
Secretaries: Mr. Rama, K. 11 U.C. & Miss M. L. Kusuma, III U.C.

Our Athletic record, in various events, is in strange contrast to all our
achievements during the past years. Though we participated in the various
Madras University Inter-Collegiate tournaments of the Trichur Division and
the local Municipal Gymkhana tournaments, there is nothing worthy to record.
We beat none. Our boys, however, did well in the field and track events and
won many laurels. Women students were more enterprising this year and
won the Municipal Gymkhana Tennikoit Doubles. I am sure our boys and
girls will set up better records in the future.

Regular practice in foot ball began early this year, under the captain-
ship of Purushotham. The success in foot-ball is mainly due to our part-time
students. They took keen interest in this game and practised regularly. To
the regular team was added the enthusiastic and invaluable support of Sri
Balakrishnan and our Physical Director. They were responsible for many of
the thrills and excitements of the numerous matches. We played both in and
out of our town. Special mention should be made of the friendly matches
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played against the Kasturba Medical College, Manipal. Apart from these
matches, our team played in the Inter-Collegiate tournament, held in

Mangalore. The captain is thankful to the members of the team for the
co-operation they gave,

This year we had a fairly good team in Cricket, captained by U.
Damodar. The season began with a festival match against our sister insti-
tution, The Kasturba Medical College, Manipal, on 15th August, 1953 and
ended with the Intra-mural finals in January. We played 15 matches out of
which three matches were lost, three won and others ended in a draw. Another
festival match was the one played by our Staff Team against the Staff of the
Kasturba Medical College, Manipal.

Basket Ball and Volley Ball teams captained by Suryakantha Rao and
D’Almeida Theodore, respectively, played two or three matches. The standard

of the game was poor. Anyhow we can say with confidence that the players
did their best.

Badminton and Tennikoit:

Under the captainship of Vasantha Mohan our team roused considerable
enthusiasm in many students for Badminton. The standardof the game was very
good. Many students took part in the Annual Doubles and Singles tournaments.
We were very unlucky in losing a chance to win in the Municipal Gymkhana
tournament. The boys were much enthusiastic and energetic in playing
Tennikoit. In this game Singles and Doubles tournaments were organised
during the Independence Day and the College Sports Day. K. Narayana

Shenoy, and T. A. Francis were the Captain and Vice-Captain respectively
for the year.

Among indoor games, Table tennis attracted the attention of many
students and members of the Staff. The standard of the game is fairly good.

We had keen competition in the Annual Singles and Doubles tournaments.
Prathapachander was the Captain.

The Tennis Club commenced functioning from the second week of

November, 1953, with twelve regular members. At the very outset of the
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season, Mr. H. Bhasker Bhat was nominated as the Secretary of the Club. Of
the twelve members, five were from among the Staff. The regular practice we
had, provided ample opportunity for the Staff and student members to get
together on a closer and friendlier basis. In connection with the Sports Day,
we eonducted tournaments both in Singles and Doubles, N. C. Radhakrishna
was the Captain,

Intra-mural matches were not popular among students. Boys did not
evince keen interest in these matches. We could finish only Cricket, Volley
Ball and Badminton tournaments. Annual tournaments in Badminton
Doubles and Tennikoit Singles & Doubles, Table Tennis Singles & Doubles,
Carrom Singles and Doubles and Tennis Singles and Doubles (men only) were
organised both for men and women students and the members of the Staff.

Women students, under the Secretaryship of Miss M. L. Kusuma, formed
four houses, Jasmine, Rose, Lotus and Lily and organized Intra-mural
tournaments in Throw Ball and Net Ball. They took keen interest in Athletic
events, Badminton, Tennikoit and Table tennis. In connection with the
Sports Day tournaments, the following games were organised —Tennikoit
Singles, Table Tennis Singles, Carrom Singles and doubles. ‘ |

The Annual Athletic Sports Meet was held under the distinguished
presidentship of Dr. K. P. Anandan, M.B., B.S., M.SC., Kasturba Medical College,
Manipal. Students created better records in the following events-- High
Jump, 1500 metres run and Long jump. The most interesting events for the
day were Throwing the Ping Pong ball, Musical Chair and 1500 metres run.
We express our deep gratitude and thanks to Dr. Anandan who readlly
accepted our invitation to preside.over the closing ceremony of the field and
track events and distribute the prizes. =~ We are also thankful to M/s. Uberoi
and M/s. Allied Sports House, Udipi for awarding prizes to the winners in
various events. We also thank Mr. C. K. Kamath, B.sc., of Waltair for
presenting a Silver Medal to the best all-round sportsman of the year, Surya
Kantha Rao. Our thanks are due to all those who were responsible for the

success of this function.
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Sports & Games Results, 1953-1954.

Under the presidentship of Dr. K. P, Anandan, M.B., B.S., M.8C., the track and field events were
held on 10—2—"54. K. Rama, Secretary of Athletic Association proposed a vote of thanks.

Seniors (Men)

100 metres run
200 metres run

400 metres run

R. High Iump/

R. Long Jump
Hop: Step & Jump
Slow Cycle Eace |
(Past students)

4 % 400 m. relay
(open to all)

Juniors (Boys)
100 metres run

200 metres run
800 metres run

R. Long Jump

R. High Jump

Ladies Events
100 metres walk

80 metres run

Damodar, U. )]
M. Ballal 1n
Damodar. U. )]
M. Ballal (11)
Damodar. U. (1)
Rama, K. (I1)
. Monappa Shetty (111)
D. ]. Reginald (D
Theodore (1)
Damdar, U. 196} ()
Theodore (I
Theodore 36'5.3" (D)
Damodar, U. (II)
Abdul Rasheed (D
Janardhan Naik (I1)
M.G. M. College  (I)
Ajjarkad Wanderers  (I1)
Vedavyasachar 0))
Sridhar Bangera (11)
Vedavyasachar (0
Sridhar Bangera (11)
Jayasheela Shetty D
Vedavyasachar (I1)
Vedavyasa Achar (1)
Radhakrishna, M} 1)
D’Sa Cyprain
Thimmappa Shetty (1)
Radhakrishna, M. (10
Miss Radhamma )]
Miss Leelavathi (1)
Miss Sabitha, M., O

Miss Joyce Fernandez (II)

ap—
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Seniors (Men)

Pole Vault Theodore (3}
Pratapchander (1D
Shot Put Theodore 6))
Rajeeva Shetty (1
Discus Throw Rama, K (1)
G. Veera (In
4 X 200 metres Blue House (g8
relay Brown House (1)
Red House (111)
Hammer Throw Ramanath Naik. P. J. (D)
(for the Past & Chellappa Pillai (1D
present students) )
1500 metres run  Monappa Shetty 4))
(Open to all) Fisheries High School,
Malpe (Im)
(Rama) Christian High
School (I11)
Juniors (Boys)
Cricket Ball Throw Thimmappa Shetty (1)
Surendra Kamath (1n
Shot Put: (12 lbs) Radhakrishna, M ()
Gundu Kamath (11
4x 100 m. relay  Blue House §9)
Green House (I1)
Sub-Juniors (Boys)
Three legged race Seetharam Shetty (D
Kalinga Hebbar (II)
Cock tight Prabhakar Shetty (I

Narendranath Kamath (II)

S0 metres back- Narendranath Kamath (I)

ward running  Raghuram Hegde (1)

Ladies Events
Throwing the Ball Miss Leelavathi )]
Miss Prabhavati (iD

200 metres run Miss Joyce Fernandez (I)

Miss Sabitha, M, (1)



Fancy Dress Competition, College Day 1954.

i

Devanna Bhat (right) I Prize
& Amiruddin (left) I Prize as beggars

ssssasesran

He sells hens... -

A party of pilgrims.

A typical marriage group.



COLLEGE PLAYERS.

College girls in ““A Modern Comedy
The cast of “*Hana-Haddu”, Kannada drama. of Errors.”
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4 x 50 metres shuttle Relay: Musical Chair: (Open event)
Jasmine House (1) Miss Kusuma () Miss Prema (II)
Miss Rosaline (III)
Shot Put (12 1bs:) 4% 50 metres relay:
Miss Sanjivi () Tisheries High School, Malpe (I)
Miss Savithri (1) (Capt. Rosaline)

M. G. M. College (II)
STAFF EVENTS

100 m. Running Race: Throwing the Ping Pong Ball into the
Mr. V. Balakrishnan (1) Bucket:
Mr. Ganesh Shenoy (1) Mr. S. V. Krishna Rao  (I)

Slow Cycle Race:
Mr. G. Ranganathan (I)
Mr, K. B. Ramakrishna Rao {II)
Mr. K. S. Haridas Bhat (III)

PEONS
One legged Race: Sack Race:
Sheshappa (I) Padmanabha (II) Sheshappa () Abdulla D)
Abdualla ((II) Padmanabha (III)

Senior Individual Championship: U Damodar.

Junior Individual Championship: Vedavyasachar.

Team Championship (Athletics for boys) Team Championship for Ladies in
Blue House Athletics Jasmine House
Individual Championship (Ladies) Best Sportsman for the year
Miss Sabitha, M Suryakantha Rao
GAMES
Intra-mural: Cricket Tournament: Intra-mural: Net Ball Tournament
Blue House for Ladies: Jasmine House
' Volley Ball . Intra-mural: Throw Ball Tournament
Yellow House for Ladies: Jasmine House
Badminton Singles (Seniors) Men Badminton Doubles (Seniors) Men
1. C. Vittaldas—Winner 1. Vasantha Moha;liﬁ eRr:mananda Hegde—
2. Vasantha Mohan—Runner 2. Sakharama Shetty & Narayana Shetty—
Runners

—_— 105 —



College Annual Report

Badminton Singles (Juniors) Men
1. Ramananda Hegde—Winner
2. Narayana Shetty—Runner
Table Tennis (Doubles) Men

1. Paul. P. I. & Venkatramana Bhat—
Winners

2. Pratapchander & Raghuram Hegde—
Runners

Tennikoit (Doubles) Men

1. Narayana Shenoy & S. D'Souza—Winners
2. T.A.Francis & Raghuram Hegde-Runners
Carrom Singles—Men
1. Chitrananda Pai 2, Gopalakrishna Achar
Carrom Doubles—Men
1. Chitrananda Pai & Jayakrishna
2.

Gopalakrishna Achar & Narayana Shenoi
Table Tennis Singles—Ladies

Miss M. L. Kusuma—Winner
Miss K. Anasuya—Runner

Table Tennis (Singles) Men
1. P.I1. Paul—Winne:
2. Pratapchander—Runner
Tennikoit Singles Men

+—

Narayana Shenoy—Winner
2. Vittaldas, C.—Runner
Tennis Singles Men
Suryakantha Rao—Winner
2. Pratapchander—Runner
Tennis Doubles Men
1. Sri K. Ganesh Shenoy &
Sri K. S. Haridas Bhat—Winners
2. N. C. Jayakrishna &
Pratapchander—Runners
Tennikoit Singles—Ladies
Miss U. Chandradati—Winner
Miss D. Leelavathi—Runner
Carrom Singles—Ladies
Miss T. Parimala—Winner
Mrs. Seethamm, K.—Runner.

(-

List of Winners in various competitions held in connection
with the College Day.

Film Songs
P. Gopalakrishna Achar, 11 U.C,

Music Competition
Miss T, Tara Pai, 1 U.c, (I)

P. Gopalakrishna Achar. 1 v c. ([I)

English Llocution Competition

Ramamohan Hegde: T. mu.c. (I)
(Sri Kochikar Mudlagiri Prize awarded by Mrs.

Girija Bai Kamath, W/o Sri M. Vittal Kamath, B.A.,B.L.

Miss T. Parimala Devi,. 1 u.c.  (II)

Hindi Elocution Competition
K. Gopalakrishna A. Kamath, mu,c. (I)
K. Ratnakara Bhakta, 1 u.c. (II)

———
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Kannada Clocution Competition
B. Keshava Pai, mt u.c. (1)
K. Gopalakrishna A Kamath, m uv.c, (II)

English Essay Competition

Chandrashekar Rao, P. 1u.c. (I)
(Sri Manjunath Sona Kamath Prize awarded.by Mrs.
Girija Bai Kamath, W/o Sri M. Vittal Kamath, B.A.,B.L,

Gopalakrishna A. Kamath, 11 uv.c. (1)
Kannada Eassu Competition
K. Gopalakrishna A. Kamath, mu.c. ()
Krishnananda Hegde. M. m u.c. (II)

Hindi Eassy Competition
K. Gopalakrishna A. Kamath, muvc, ()
Ameeruddin. M. mt u,c. (II)
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Sri H. Rama Rao Memoria) Prize awarded by Sri H. Sunder Rao, brize fpr the highest collections through donation tickets
Principal Srimathi Shambhavi. K 1v.C
Goverdhan Kamath, 111 u.c, rimati ShambAat P
(Best Student Prize) Fancy Dress Competition Prizes

S1i S. D. Srinivasan— Mathematics Drize Sri K. Shi Bhat (1
Krishnamoorthi Raoc, M. 11 u.C. ri K. Shivarama Bhat, mu.c. {I)

Sti Pejavar Swamier Sanskrit Prize Sri M. Ameeruddin, mu.c. (1)

Sri X. Paramananda Rao, nu.c (1952—'53) Bhoja Shetty & Party (1)

iIn Sanskrit in the University Intermediate (Marriage party)
Examinations in this College)

FaWVeVwe Vel

Toast proposed on the College Day by Sri Dinesh Kudva, rv.s.

Myr. President, my beloved professors, ladies and gentlemen,

To have been a student of the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial College in
the very year of its inception is a great privilege. Within a short time, to be
called upon to propose the toast to my beloved Alma-mater is indeed a piece
of good fortune, which I could not brush aside so lightly though the request
came to me quite unexpectedly. The birth of this great institution enabled
many students who would not otherwise have had the benefit of higher
education to have it. Had it not been founded I dare say it would have
altered the lives and destinies of many of us. Were this college a first grade
College during my time, I wonder whether I would have ever taken to the
profession of law! I should consider that those who came after us were luckier
than we and I do hope when the College introduces several courses of instruc-
tion by and by, the future generation of young men and women will be
luckier than the present ones, May that be so is my fervent prayer!

Though three years have elapsed since 1 left this College, those sweet
and happy days still remain green in my memory. I recall to-day those
happy days when we were studying in an Elementary School building. What
a jolly life it was! Whenever 1 feel dejected I recall with pride and pleasure
this part of my life and feel transported for some time to those days of care-
free joy. As in other colleges, our professors did not stand aloof from us.
They mingled with us in the College and outside advising us and giving us
guidance whenever we required. With what parental affection they looked
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upon us, It is they who taught us the value of discipline. In short we felt
we were members of a single, happy family.

Several of those professors are still in the College. Our beloved
Principal, Mr. H. Sunder Rao, has endeared himself to many and still conti-
nues to be held in high esteem by the students. He has been able to maintain
high reputation for the College and make the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
College the praise and envy of many other similar institutions. Even in public
affairs his presence is sought for almost every function as he is well known as
a very good speaker, with balanced views. The Hindi we were taught by
Mr. Panikkar-in his inimitable way will always be remembered by us. When
we joined the College our standard of Hindi was so poor that it must have
been very exasperating to him to correct our compositions and raise our
standard sufficiently high to attain cent per cent pass in the University exami-
nation. When Mr. Narahari Rao taught us Commerce and Accountancy, we
had the benefit of his practical experience. Miss Shalini taught us history
making the subject lively and interesting. Her lectures were never horing.
Our English Professor, Mr. K. Shivananda Kamath, our great hero,—has left
the College. He is not only a born teacher but also a good friend. We
cannot forget those beautiful articles written with a touch of liveliness and
humour in the pages of our College Magazines by him under the pen name of
Chronicler. Let me not forget our Logic professor, Mr. Ramakrishna Rao,
who by his scholarly lectures, proved to be an invaluable guide to us. The
beautiful drawings and striking portraits drawn by him with skill and artistic
flair will always find their place in the College annuals. I have only spoken
about those who taught me and I am happy that other professors like
Messrs B. V. Achar, Haridas Bhat and Narayana Iyengar have also endeared

themselves as competent lecturers and have contributed to the building-up
of this College.

No doubt you are having as good professors to-day but I wonder
whether you would have as much poineering spirit as we had when we were
studying in that elementary school building “the foster-mother of the M. G.
M. College Spirit”. With what enthusiam did we make an effort to collect
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The Staff-event.

Dr, K. P. Anandan, President of the Day.



Elephant Riders.

Under the Banyan {ree.

Prof. Rao leads.

Atop the Gomata Hijll.
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money for the College! Inspite of many disappointments, we did collect a
substantial amount of money and what we hundred students could collect
within one year, I was surprised to find, is far more than you four hundred
could collect this year. The record that we, the first batch of students, created
by getting the highest percentage of passes in the examination remains still a
challenge to those who have followed us. I hope the present students of the
College and those who come after them will love this College more than we
and try to continue the healthy tradition that we attempted to build.

The year 1953-1954 will remain an important land-mark in the history
of the College. This institution has been raised to a first grade College.
thanks to the great efforts of the management which, inspite of the heavy
burden of construction and maintenance of the College, has promised a further
deposit of Rs. 2 lakhs with the University very soon. In this connection, I
appeal to the authorities of the Madras University to liberalise their policy so
that the management may be able to spend those huge endowments for the
construction of students’ hostels and professors’ quarters.

Lastly, let me wish my brothers and sisters in the Senior class the best

of luck in the coming University examination.

And now allow me to propose the College toast and wish the institution
increasing and everlasting glory. The great tribute that can be paid to
the father of the nation is by the students of this College turning out to be
men and women of character, integrity and model citizens. May the Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial College produce only such men and women of whom the

country can be proud!

Thank you.
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The M. G. M. Coliege Old Students’ Association

This Association was started towards the end of 1953 with a view to
promote fellow feeling among the old students of the College and the
advancement of the interests of the College and its past students. The
Association has began its activities in right earnest and has already enrolled
nearly 100 old students as members. The following office-bearers were
elected to the first Managing Committee of the Association:—

Sri H. Sunder Rao, m.a.,

Principal, M. G. M. Ccllege,
President (Ex-Officio).

Sri B. Jayarama Hegde Sri S. Sridhar Samanth
Sri A. Vittaldas Ballal

Vice-Presidents

Sri U. Ratnakara Pai Sr1 Amrithlal, J. K.
Secretary & Treasurer. Jt. Secretary.
Sri M. J. Hegde Mrs. K. Rohini Puranik
Sri G. Narayana Maiyya
Members.
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Education, The Science of Human Regeneration *

EDUCATION in the modern world has in the past concerned itself with the
development of the superficial mind. Its achievements in releasing the powers
of the intellect and harnessing them for the fulfilment of man’s needs and
desires have been impressive, even spectacular. But the intellect is only one
of many layers of our consciousness and that too not the most important.
There are deeper levels of our being about which we have comparatively
little knowledge. Modern Psychology is only beginning to investigate the
nature of the sub-conscious; we know comparatively little of the movements
of this obscure portion of our mind.

The Psychology of education has so far been based upon the study of
our surface mind. Education, therefore, has laid stress upon the development
of the powers of that mind, As those powers are closely related to the
fulfilment of our material and economic needs, education has mainly concerned
itself with the problem of developing man’s efliciency, capacity. Little
attempt has been made by educators to deal with the sources of our life,

our being.

This exclusive attention to the development of the intellect and its
powers has been a real disaster. Education has ignored ‘being’ or be-ing.
Its end is to make man powerful, efficient, but not happy, full in the outer
life, rich in material comforts, at the cost of inner peace. It has made the
tragic mistake of making thought, the intellect, a substitute for real living,
The symbol, expression, has become all important. The content of words has
been thrown almost completely into the background. We teach our boys
language, how to speak and write correctly, but have ignored ‘“meaning,”
that experience of life which seeks expression. This is the tragedy of
education today. It has led to an inner disintegration of the life of the
Psyche. The two world wars and the onslaught of scientific thought have
destroyed the validity of the traditional values and the inhibitions that have
restrained and controlled the wild, anti-social urges and impulses that are
normally quiescent but occasionally burst out in the form of mass hysteria.

* By kind premission of the Speaker, Mr. B. Sanjeeva Rao, and the All'India Radio.

— 111 —



Education, The Science of Human Regeneration

Education must discover a cure for this Neurosis, individual and
collective. It must find a new way of life, a new therapy of regeneration,
Neurosis is the manifestation of frustration, the meaninglessness of life.
Education must restore this loss of significance; it must awaken the intelli-
gence of man, that will enable him to discover the meaning of his individual
existence and therefore the real purpose of his social life. He must discover
for himself the nature of his being; he must know himself. No two leaves of
a tree are alike —likewise no two individuals. There is no living thing in the
universe that has not its own secret law of growth. The seed of a tree which
is carried by the breeze falls to the ground; it takes root, grows both up into
the air, seeking the light that is its life, and deep down into the earth seeking
the moisture that is food and drink to the roots, Who teaches the young
plant the law of its being, we know not. We call it instinct. Man too has a
dim intuition of what he really is —but it is so superimposed by his beliefs, by
the social conditioning of his environment that man does not know himself,
That is the tragedy of man today. All through the ages, he has been search-
ing for the meaning of his individual existence. Curiosity, the desire for
knowledge, the ceaseless pursuit of Truth, these are dim intimations of the
Reality that is in the depths of his being. In his search for knowledge he
looks at the stars, his mind seeks to penetrate into the mystery of their being.
He wants to see more clearly, invents the telescope; he gazes into the most
distant, gradually notices things nearer to himself. Physics, Chemistry,
Geology, Geography tell him of the nature of the material world. Then he
investigates the nature of living things, the animals, the creatures that live
in the depths of the ocean, finally he begins to study his fellow human beings;
and the end of all this knowledge is knowledge of himself, of his body in the
first instance and his psyche, and in the end, the knowledge of his innermost

being. Tt is strange that self-knowledge should be the last term of the long
process of the pursuit of Truth.

What is self-knowledge? How do we know ourselves? To become aware
of the physical features of our face, we need a mirror. To become aware of
our psychological reactions we need the mirror of our relationships. The
gaining of self-knowledge is a process of watching with scientific detachment
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our own responses to the constant challenge of life. We see objects, we meet
people, we read and contact the ideas of other people. The chemist watching
the behaviour of his substance passes no judgement on their conduct. His
observations are completely impersonal. That Hydrogen has a greater affinity
to chlorine than to some other elements rouses no condemnation. If one could
watch one’s own respounses to the bebhaviour of friends and relations with equal
detachment, one gains self-knowledge. But this self-knowledge is terrifying
in the extreme. There is one thing that we do not wish to know and that is
ourselves. Man does not wish to live with himself, be aware of all the filth
that works in the sub-conscious, all the evil passions, the hidden desires, the
concealed resentments, frustrations, all that constitutes our lower nature.
To escape from ourselves we invent innumerable devices, the radio, the
cinema, the distractions of public life, religious excitements. We wish to
forget ourselves in the work for great causes, great movements. But the self
is there all the time. Forgetting the self is not the same thing as dissolving
it. Science is objective, it is detached. When we become impersonal,
scientific in watching our own reactions, we also become detached from self.
Every time we are aware of our dishonesty, we are beginning to be honest.
To know that one is dull is the awakening of intelligence. So the process of
being aware is a liberating one. But such awareness is impossible without
complete honesty. There must be no self-deception, no rationalisation of
weakness, no self-justification, . Equally, there must be no condemnation.
Good and evil are the interpretations of the self in man. To the scientific
observer there are only facts, and facts are impersonal, neither good nor bad.
Such objectivity in self-observation demands great honesty and humility.
Integrity and honesty that will not tolerate any form of self-deception, which
demand a willingness to see oneself exactly as one is, naked, stripped of the
mantle of respectability —they are the tools of our regeneration. What keeps
us from the healing and cleansing power of the Eternal, of Reality, is the
mental illusion of our respectable self. Complete honesty destroys the barrier
of the self, and humility is the willingness to be nothing; it is self-abnegation.

Self-knowledge is therefore, both seeing and accepting of ourselves as
we are. To be content with ourselves as we are is the beginning of wisdom.
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Man is restless and unhappy because he wishes to be other than what he is,
Self-knowledge reveals to us what we are, and what we have to do to be
completely happy. Our universe is a vast net-work of relationships. Each
one of us, from the mineral, the blade of grass, to Brahma himself, represents
a pattern of living unique to every individual. To discover our particular
pattern, our vocation, our swadharma is the discovery of the meaning of our
individual existence. Then it is that we know what work is allotted to us,
the doing of which makes us deeply, spontaneously bappy. In such a life
there is no ambitious restlessness. The little wayside flower is content to he
itself, it has no desire to be a lotus. In that deep contentment, in that
obedience to the law of its own being is its beauty, its perfection, the bliss of
existence. Likewise the man, who has discovered the secret law of his
being. No matter how mediocre he may be, by the acceptance of his mediocri-

ty he makes himself the equal in stature to the highest in the land. It is
non-acceptance of one’s limitations that constitutes mediocrity. In the world

of Nature there is no superiority, no inferiority; there is only perfection of
being. Only in the world of man is there this attachment of status to

function. The flower in the crannied wall is not inferior to the mighty -
banyan. Each is perfect in its own place. This is the essence of a real

democracy, true equality. There is a happiness, the only real happiness

which is not individual, which is indivisible, which belongs to everyone,

which does not diminish by being shared. This is the only equality that exists
in the world of Nature.

Self-knowledge brings us another great gift; with our growing insight
into the nature of ourselves, we gain the power of looking into the heart of
another and seeing the secret patterns that are being woven in the lives of
others, It is insight, understanding, sensitivity, love, call it by what name
we like. To enable another to see for himself the pattern of his living, the
law of his own growth is to restore the integrity of his being. Like the health

of the body, it is indivisible, it is the collective achievement of every little
cell and organ.

We are unhappy because we are afraid of being ourselves. Our world
is a world of sorrow; but we find peace and rest in the world of nature. The
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birds, the trees, the little wayside flower that toils not nor spins, they are
wiser than we, the striving humans who are ever restless in the pursuit of
gain and pleasure, power and position.

Self-knowledge brings us peace, happiness, the wisdom and insight that
enable us to look into the lives of others and restore meaning to them. It is
obvious that the techniques of self-knowledge cannot be taught, Awareness
is not a mechanical process. Love, wisdom, understanding cannot be a part
of the curriculum; we can teach the Bible, but not the love of Christ; we can
teach the Gita, but not the wisdom of the Supreme teacher of Yoga. But
though it cannot be taught it can be communicated, not through speech, but
through being. In education what we are is infinitely more important than
what we say or do, than all planned teaching, all formal instruction. But
there are methods of communication subtler, more effective than speech. It
is the communication through being. Truth, Perception of Beauty, Love, all
the values of the spirit can only be transmitted through what we are. Because
we are one being, the realisation of truth, the gaining of spiritual realisation
is not an individual achievement. It is the whole that is released through
the part and this release or liberation is communicated to all. So religious
education, or the teaching of self-knowledge is not and cannot be a separate
subject of instruction. It is something more than knowledge. It is the light
that transfigures, irradiates all knowledge. It is itself invisible, hidden, but
invests the most trivial, the most insignificant, with the radiance of eternity.

1 bave dealt with this aspect of education at some length; let me
recapitulate. The science of the self, the therapy of regeneration is essentially
this self-knowledge. It isthe discovery of how we can be simple and live
happily; and when we discover that secret law of our being, the meaning of
our lives flashes upon our mind. It is this alone that can restore wholeness
integrity, to our sundered broken psyche. The cure for Neurosis is the search
for meaning, is the discovery of what we can do to eliminate the contradictions
in our lives that have resulted in this mad rush for pleasure and excitement,
the pursuit of wealth and power, international rivalries. It was also pointed
out that this process of renewal is the main task of the educator, a task which
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he can only perform by a rigorous study of himself. He has to know himself
and to gain the wisdom for the right ordering of himself and the world.

Is it possible for the existing order of professional teachers to under-
take this task? We are familiar with their difficulties, the economic struggle,
the low pay, the crowded class rooms, the large schools, the chaos, the lawless-
ness. The chief difficulty, however, is the confusion in their own minds, the
lack of faith in themselves and therefore in others—the disillusionment,
cynicism, the absence of meaning and purpose. It is this feeling of despair in
the heart of the educator himself that makes right education impossible. It
is the rehabilitation of the teacher himself that is the first problem of education
today. The teacher has to be re-educated, has to learn the process of healing
himself. The initiative must come from the teaching profession itself. We
are afraid of seeing the inner poverty of our lives. There is no inner richness,
and when that is combined with outer poverty, life seems to us utterly hope-
less. We resent being flattered by our rulers and told that our profession is
the noblest in the world, because they know, as well as we do, that we are the
despised and rejected of men How can we make a beginning — for the entire
future of India depends upon this beginning? The starting point is ourselves,
we must cure ourselves before we can cure others. We must be completely
with ourselves, diligently work at our own salvation. No one else can save
us. Truth and Love alone can save us. That discovery can come to us when
we realise that no external aids can help us. It is only when circumstances
block the way to all help from the outside and man is really alone that help
comes from the depths of our own being and releases us. This is not meta-
physics but a fact of experience. We have not the courage to rely on the
power within us. We want to escape from ourselves by futile resentments
against what is happening to us. So the courageous attempt to see ourselves
as we are is the beginning of this self knowledge. Life is driving us to this
extremity. It is not merely the teacher that has to face this crisis. It is the
problem of every one. By the power of Truth in ourselves, we must be free.
By the power of Love that is in us we must transform ourselves and others,
make all things new, or perish. There is no other alternative.

— 116 —



Education, The Science of Human Regeneration

Is such an education possible? I must earnestly believe that it is not
only possible but inevitable. The cry for the teachers that will save the
world from inner and outer integration comes from the very depths of the
human heart. The answer must come from the noblest spirits of the race who
will achieve enlightenment and show us the way cut of the darkness. They
must co-operate, pool. their wisdom, build small schools, the laboratories for
the science of human regeneration. Is the Educational Saexnyasi so very
different in spirit from those who sought refuge in the jungle and the forest
for the realisation of Truth? Thousands have sought the truth of the life of
the spirit. I have a deep faith that such seekers of inner freedom will help
in this great task of the regeneration of man, build up the schools, the
laboratories where experiments in a new way of living may be carried on.
It is on these teachers and these schools that our future will depend. Edu-
cation in the future will be this science of regeneration, religion. It is the
technique of integration. It was the 4dhyatma Vidya, the Science of the
Self in ancient India. Jt has to be re-discovered, renewed from age to age.
For Truth is not the new, but the ever new. Education is the process of
making all things new —religious in its most comprehensive sense.

— B. Sanjiva Rao, m.a. (Cantab,)

A soldier who returned to camp in a drunken state
after a 24 hour pass was ordered to report to his captain.
“There is no need for you to drink like this”’, the officer
lectured. “If you could stay sober you might become a
corporal. In fact, you might even become a Sergeant.
Wouldn’t you like that?”

“Captain’’, the soldier replied, “the fact is that when
I get a few drops in me I feel like a colonel’!
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Editorial

THIS annual number of the College Magazine is sent out in the hope that its
pages will give the reader some idea of the life and atmosphere of our College.
We are now a First-Grade College, and naturally this has meant a widening
of the scope of all our activities, not to speak of the increased responsibilities
which are imposed on all of us, both students and teachers.

X X X X X

To-day, educational institutions like ours are called on to make a
positive contribution to democracy. But democracy, in spite of the cheap
slogans which surround it, is, perhaps, the most difficult form of government.
It demands not only an unusual degree of individual and collective discipline,
but also qualities of head and heart which are not easy to acquire, at least by
large masses of men and women on whom rests the power and responsibility
which democracy implies. In this context, the ideal of liberal education
acquires a profound significance. A great educationist has said that the
qualities of an educated man is “decency”—in the sense of respect for other
people; of taking no advantage; of never saying, I must be comfortable, even
though the other man is miserable”. We recall Cardinal Newman’s famous
definition of a “gentleman”, that a ‘““gentleman” is one who never inflicts
unnecessary pain upon another. I think that the fundamental attribute of
the democratic temper and outlook is respect for what we call “the human
personality”. To-day democracy has fallen on evil days and on evil tongues.
There is a famous sculptured column in Oslo, by Viggeland, depicting people
climbing over ome another and trampling one another down, and it is said
that this was greatly admired by the Nazis when they occupied Norway.

X X X X X

India is making a tremendous experiment in democracy. The success
or otherwise of this depends on our people, whether they will use their power
rightly or exploit it in order to gain personal, communal or group advantages.
Unfortunately, signs are not wanting to show that in many parts of the
country, the forces of division are raising their ugly head to undo the noble
work which our leaders have accomplished to give unity to this great country.
The “agitational” temper still rules the day—rather than the desire to
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consolidate and unify the country. The most absurd “cause” is sanctified by
the intensity with which it is advocated by self-styled leaders whose only
merit is that they have persuaded considerable sections of the people to
support their policies.

X X X p- & X

Ultimately, therefore, the success of democracy depends upon right
leadership, and it is the business of Colleges like ours to supply that leader-
ship to the country. But this task cannot be accomplished unless the young
men and women that educational institutions send out year after year are
imbued with the highest ideals. The futility of mere intellectual and book-
learning have been derp&nstrated again and again in the history of our race.
J. B. Haldane, the greaf Scottish Scientist, once said that the people who can
make a positive contribition to human welfare and progress are few—that
most of us have to be engaged in the much more complicated and difficult task
of merely opposiﬁg the “inroads of chaos”—for, as Will Durant says, when
liberty exceeds moral bounds, it begets chaos. This at least must be the task
which Colleges and Universities must increasingly shoulder in these difficult
times—the task of building up the mental, moral and spiritual resistance of
our youth, so that they may at least, stave off “the inroads of chaos” in the
country and the world to-day, and keep the field clear for the beneficent and
creative forces of life to work freely.

x x x X x

This number of the College Annual, T hope, will provide considerable
evidence to show that even though our institution is young, it has already
built up certain healthy traditions. However, nowhere is self-complacence
more dangerous than in an educational institution and even traditions if they
get set and petrified, have a way of hampering creative expansion. The pages
of this number will reveal the existence of much talent among the students and
teachers of this College. The magazine will do its best to “exploit” this talent,

X X X X X

Finally, I wish to thank the members of the Editorial Board for the
splendid co-operation they have given me in bringing out this number. My
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thanks are chiefly due to Mr. K. S. Haridasa Bhat, who has been my chief
collaborator in this and to Mr. H. K. Ramachandramurti and Mr. B, N. Achar,
for their able work in the editing of the *“College Chronicle” and ¢Paraga”
from which many of the articles published here are taken. Our advertisers
deserve our gratitude for their co-operation, and I must also express our
indebtedness to the Proprietors of ihe Modern Studio, Udipi, The Ideal Studio,
Udipi, The Navayuga Press, Udipi, for their contribution to make this number
attractive. Last, but not least, I must express my sense of appreciation

of the fine work which the Manipal Power Press has done in printing
this number.

X X X X X

Year after year, many students pass out of our College with varying

degrees of success. We congratulate them and heartily wish them further
success and prosperity in life.

H. Sunder Rao, m.A,
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Inauguration.

H. H. Sri Pejavar Swamiji
arrives at the College.

Guard of Honour to the
Swamiji by our students.

Students’
welcome the Swamiji
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Inauguration.

Dr. T. M A. Pai reads the
welcome sddress to Sri
H. H. Pejavar Swamiji

Dr. U. S R. Pai, Chairman,

C. B. Corporation Ltd.,
requests the Swamiji

to declare open the Library

Sri B. Vaikunta Baliga,m.L.A.
speaking on the occasion.
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¢ BOMBAY LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LTD. §

)
{ H O BOMBAY Estd: 1908, ;)‘

« A leading Life Assurance Company which offers all that )
« is best in Policy contracts. To plan your future, »
« it always pays you to contact: D

« KOCHIKAR BROTHERS, LIMITED, 3
& Chief Agents, g
¢ BDMBGYD;_;E ;lelles, §

« or any of their other Offices at:— »

u BANGALORE, CALICUT, MADURA, MANGALORE, »
« TRIVANDRUM, COIMBATORE & BOMBAY. »
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= Canara Banking Corporation

o o

’ Limited.
FI B
i (A SCHEDULED BANK) ’
,\ Founded in the year 1906 in the form of a “Nidhi”, the “CORPO- ;:
# RATION” is now on the road to greater progress & prosperity and 8
’.\ is always ready to serve you with a smile with a wide network of '5
. 38 branches spread over the States of Madras, Andhra, Mysore,
:f Bombay, Coorg & Travancore—Cochin. :.:
':; You are always welcome to its Head Office, Corporation Bank Road, %.f
;o> Udipi, S. I, or any of its branches nearest to you. o;
& Dr. U. Sunder Ram Pai, V. R. Kamath, &
& M.B., & B.S- B.A., LL.B. ¥
f.f Chairman. General Manager. §o§

Lz

2
R B S R e e e e e e e
7 g\: 2e0NZIS IS BN TN IR Tre N 0N TR B8 LS 138 2008 ZEaNA TS TN ZiS 0N 700N 21008 7005 70038 Z150NZ008 71008 7208 7c0s Z1008 72108 20500 70608 F0 2008 S0 7 S e Zr e o

N 72

AV
Wz

n



Do not ask for a PRESS
ASK FOR THE
City Press Limited

WHERE YOU CAN BE SURE OF

CREATIVE & FINE ART PRINTING

We undertake printing in seven languages:

ENGLISH, SANSKRIT, MARATHI, GUJARATHI, HINDI,
KANARESE and MALAYALAM,

Calendars, Diaries, Posters, Designing,
Book-binding, Process Engraving with modern
Machinery, Type-Casting and Cartons Manu-

facturing are all our Specialities.

A trial order will convince all—Blocks of the Photos printed in this
Miscellany were got prepared in our PROCESS STUDIO.

Inserted by:

THE CITY PRESS LIMITED

ESTABLISHED IN 1923
Phone 339 Post Box No. 142

Azizuddin Road, MANGALORE—1

All orders will receive prompt and efficient handling and at moderate charges,
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School and College Text Books for all classes, general
reading, fiction and literature in Kannada, Hindi
and English, Stationery and all students’

requisites are available
AT COMPETITIVE RATES.

THE HINDUSTAN
PAPER & STATIUNERY MART,

4
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“Jai Prakash Bhavan“, UDIPL 9

Proprietors: EXPRESS PRINTERS, LTD. S%
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M. G. M. College

Annual.

Size of the Magazine 73" x 10"

No. of copies to be printed: 700

Pages: over 250

Languages: English, Hindi,
Sanskrit & Kannada-

Advi. Charses.
Inside cover pages
(a) Full Page Rs. 70/- (Note:
For blocks Rs. 3/. extra)
(b) Half Page Rs. 40/-
Other Pages
(a) Full Page: Rs. 50/
(b) Half Page: Rs. 26/-
(¢) Quarter Page: Rs. 15/.

Modern Studio

Opp: Sanskrit College,

UDIPI, S. Kanara.

8

Skilled Photographers
Portrait & Enlarge-

ment work
Our Speciality.

M. S. Shirali.
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BHUVANENDRA PRODUCTS
LIMITED,

KATAPADI, South Kanara.

MANUFACTURERS OF SHASTRIC AYURVEDIC
MEDICINES & PROPRIETORY PREPARATIONS.

GD

Head Office:
KATAPADI, S. Kanara.

Depots:

TRAD ' ARK
“Bhuvanendra” ASHWAGANDHARISHTA

Valuable in cases of nervous exhaustion, muscular,

general and nervous debility,. Efficacious in epi-

lepsy, mania, weakness due to old age and as a
" nutrient for children and pregnant women..

“Bhuvanendra” BRAHMI TAILA

Cooling to the brain and eyes. Useful in loss of
memory, brain-fag and other diseases of the brain,

PR30z, JWWBTE; , OMNURES, FUDR,
d. %%G.
R8p: NRI. 008Ny, | asa‘zaﬂ@‘,.

f. Near Bus Stand, UDIPI.
2. Maharata Galli, HUBLI.

5
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Quality Equipment is Essential
For Good Performance
For New Records
New Thrills

IN MODERN SPORTS

TODAY AND TOMORROW

g S

g S

g S

? §

g S

g S

§ For §

g S

§ YOUR BEST BET IS §
e UBEROL ;

§ A Name that means Absolute §

s Superiority in Sports Equipment S

g

g

?

g

|
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8/23, AVANASHI ROAD, 22, MOUNT ROAD,
COIMBATORE. MADRAS-2.

3
3
3
UBEROI LIMITED, 3
3
3
3
3
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PARENT'S PROUD PRIVILEGE.

Is there a better shrine before which a father and mother may
kneel than that of a sleeping child? To grow up sympatheti-
cally with a child, to hold its love and confidence, to be a
companion and playmate and to guarantee his future with
plans ensuring that he will have every chance of a
happy and prosperous life—this is the goal towards
which every parent can strive with the greatest happiness.
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We have various plans that will ensure your children’s happiness.

The Tanara Mutual Rssurance Lo., Ltd.

Estd: 1935. Head Office: UDIPI S. India-

'@ () B
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The Company that enjoys the confidence of the Policy-holders and
has paid Bonus for every year since inception.
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IN SERVICE! THROUGH SERVICE! WE PROGRESS!

For all laboratory requisites please consult:

FREE INDIA SCIENTIFIC CO.,

74-A, KOTHAVALCHAVADI STREET
sAIDAPET, MADRAS-15.

Direct Importers and Dealers in Scientific Instruments,
Laboratory Appliances & Chemicals.

Stockists of:

Spectrometers— Precision

Vernier Microscopes—Precision
Stop-clocks—Johnson’s

Glasswares —Woods, Kavalier & E —Mil
Chemicals =BDH, Johnson’s & TT

Microscopes— Beck Kassel, German
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MAHATMA GANDHI MEMORIAL COLLEGE,

STUDENTS’ GO-OPERATIVE STORES, LTD., (L. 729)
UDIPI, S. Kanara.

®

FLEASE BUY

All your requirements in Books, Stationery, efc.,
from your OWN STORES in the COLLEGE.

Prices are cheaper
and at the end of the year, you will get a BONUS.

A Bonus at the rate of HALF ANNA per Rupee
on purchases declared and paid to all the Members & Associates
for the year ended 1952,

It is your DUTY to encourage the STORES
run by you—for your BENEFIT.
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When in MANGALIRE

please step in at

U, R, SEIENOY & SONS

CAR STREET OR KODIYALBAIL
THE Premier Shop

for

All Collzge Books

Students’ Requisites.

When you step in, please make it a point to ask for

THE ARAVIND SHAKESPEARE "KING RICHARD II*
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The Professor's Dilemma

“What a lot of advertisemenis” said Professor taking up
the daily paper. ¢“When the pain, take........ ”, “End colds
Faster with,.......”, “Brushing with............ promotes strong
heaithy gums”. “If I have to buy all these things I will
have to go round the town the whole day.” <¢No’ said his
wife, yon can get all these and a hundred other things
which we require in sickness and in health at The Kanara
Medical & Surgical Institute. My purchases there have
also always proved completely satisfactory. <“You are
always right, my dear” said the Professor and buried
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himself in his paper.

The Wanara Medical & Surgical Institute, Limited.

Chemists & Druggists, UDIPI.
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PHOTO STUDIO

Tenkapet, UDIPI.

)

In Photography

It is the Ideal that
matters.

K. Narahari Kamath.

MAHATMA GANIIHI
MEMORIAL COLLEGE

ANNUAL.

R eaches many places
and institutions in
the Country.

Advertise your goods
in the Annual.
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¢ WIGE SPENDING AND SAVING

3 L0 TOGETHER.
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£  There is saving to be done in retail  §
4 ¢
: purchases also. :
% For all your household needs and quality %
s goods, Shop with us. %
3 Q
| HALSANK VENEATRAYA PAI & SONS, |
%% General Merchants & Commission Agents, g
3 Car Street, UDIPI, S. Kanara. $
b &
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THE GENERAL INVESTMENT & COMMERCIAL
CORPORATION LIMITED.
Mukund Nivas, UDIPI, S. India.
CHARMING, BUT CHEAP!
Dealers in Correct choice of clothing contributes to your Charm.
PIECE GOODS Let the product of
4 MA_N!DAL T[Xﬂ_lES_
Stockists for o want o b CheemEL
ASBESTOS CEMENT
LI M ITED Charming;,7 bae';:uqe they are
Authorised Dealers in o Sarzz%zdg:ihgi%zzgizitv:
REMINGTON MANIPAL TEXTILES,
PRODUCTS Sales Dept., P. B. No. 25, UDIPI.

Proprietors:
The General Investment & Commercial Corporation Limited.




MINERVA GUIDES

THERE IS A MINERVA GUIDE FOR EVERY TEXT
MADRAS UNIVERSITY

INTERMEDRIATE 1956 B. A. 1956

Rs. A Rs. As.
_ oo Aotony & Cleopatra (Guide) 2 3
Richard [1—Text alone 1 0 Cumbeline (Guide) 9 3
do  —Notes alone I 9 Modern Poetry (Text & Guide) 3 12
Minor Poems (Text & Guide) 2 3 Selections from Decline & Fall of the Roman
The Selected Enalish Prose (Guide) 2 8 Empire, Book [1 (Guide) 3 12
The Citizen -of the World (Guide) 2 3 Stevenson Selections (Guide) 5 12
David Coppeified (Guide) 14 A New World (Guide) 5 12
. . The Return of the Native {Guide) 2 3
Stories from Tagore (GQuide) 1 9 Twenty Thiee Tales (Guide) | 9
Thirtunine Steps (Guide) 0 15 Passage to India (Guide) | o
Everyman’s Guide to all the above three Everyman's Guide to all the above three
Non-Detailed Texts in one volume 312 Non-Detaiied Texts in one volume 5 0

MINERVA GUIDES SECURE SUCCESS
For copies ask your bookseller or write to:—

THE MINERVA PUBLISHING HOUSE

24, Halls Road, Egmore, Madras—8
PuonE: 8§6650.

AN APPEAL TO OUR
OLD STUDENTS.

Please enrol yourself as members of

the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial @ollege

©ld Students’ Association and keep in
touch with your alma-mater.

For further particulars contact:
Secretary,
OLD STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION,
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial College,
UDIPI.



Grams; “SyraEON,” TAMBARAM
P. B. No. 2 Tele { ams ’

LABRBORATORY
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For

SCHOOLS
COLLEGES

RESEARCH LABO
POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTIONS
HOSPITALS ETc., ETC.
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Please Write to:—

THE CENTRAL SCIENTIFIC SUPPLIES
COMPANY, LIMITED.

No. 2, Agaram Road, : : TAMBARAM, S India.

BRANCHES

BANGALORE TRIVANDRUM MADRAS.

®



